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PART I 
(a) Review of 1948 


BRIGADIER R. D. H. Arundell, C.M.G., O.B.E., was appointed 
Governor of the Windward Islands and arrived in the Colony on 3oth 
June, succeeding Sir Arthur Grimble, K.C.M.G., M.B.E., who left 
the Colony on pre-retirement leave on 2nd January. Mr. R. H. 
Garvey, C.M.G., M.B.E., then administrator of St. Vincent, acted as 
Governor. during the intervening period. 

Towards the end of January, Lord Trefgarne, Chairman of the 
Colonial Development Corporation, met the Administrators of the 
four Colonies of the Windward Group at Barbados to discuss various 
projects in which the Colonies were interested. 

The British Caribbean Standing Closer Association Committee 
held its inaugural meeting in Barbados in November, the Colony 
being represented by Mr. J. B. Renwick. 

Sir Hubert Rance, G.C.M.G., G.B.E., Chairman of the Develop- 
ment and Welfare Organisation, and several of his advisers visited the 
Colony during the year. 

The Eighth Congress of the Associated Chambers of Commerce of 
the Caribbean was held in St. George’s during October, and the 
third meeting of the West Indian Conference was held in Guadeloupe 
in December. The Colony was represented at the latter by Mr. F. 
Paterson and Mr. C. C. Skeete, O.B.E. 

Visits were paid to the Colony by H.M. Ships Snipe, St. Kitts, and 
Diadem during the year, the last-named wearing the flag of Vice- 
Admiral the Honourable Guy H. E. Russell, C.B., C.B.E., D.S.O., 
Flag Officer commanding the Second Cruiser Squadron. 

The Colony’s Ten-Year Programme of Development was completed 
in June and forwarded to the Secretary of State for approval. The 
Plan contemplated expenditure totalling $8,313,000, of which 
$1,833,000 was to be met from the Colony’s allocation under the 
Colonial Development and Welfare Act, 1945 ; $2,400, ooo from loan 
- funds, and $4,080,000 from Colony funds. 

The Grenada Co-operative Nutmeg Association, established by 
statute in May, 1946, and which began operations in October, 1947, 
made steady progress during the year, though trading was slow 
largely in consequence of the revival of the industry in the Dutch 
East Indies. The Association began putting up its own buildings 
at various points, and, notwithstanding the fact that it held heavy 
stocks of unsold nutmegs and mace, distributed bonuses to producers 
amounting to {29,206 at 30th June, 1948. 

Towards the end of the year Witches’ Broom disease of cocoa was 
discovered in the Colony. A survey officer and staff of inspectors 
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were appointed to discover the extent of the infection and to enforce 
control measures which were prescribed by statute. 

A successful Agricultural and Industrial Exhibition was held in 
January. 

Public works undertaken departmentally during 1948 included the 
reconstruction of the Public Works and Post Office Department 
building, extension and improvement of the Colony Hospital and 
bacteriological laboratory, completion of the rebuilding of the wharf 
walls, replacement of the iron bridge over the Beausejour River, and, 
at Carriacou, the improvement of the hospital, and the laying down 
and improvement of 13 tanks and catchments. 


The Electricity Department installed a new diesel unit generating 
300 kilowatts after extending the power station to accommodate it. 


In October contractors began building a new 32-bed hospital in 
St. Andrew’s. 


The repair of damage mainly to roads and bridges, due to heavy 
rains during the year, amounted to $57,000. 


' Work was commenced on the reclamation of the swampy and low- 
lying area at Morne Rouge, the Colony’s major project for develop- 
ment of the tourist industry. The filling necessary to raise the level 
of the area was completed, and the construction of drains and roads 
was nearing completion by the end of the year. 


| (b) Review of 1949 


THE reclaiming of the Morne Rouge area was finished with the 
construction of two sea-heads at the outfalls of the main drains ; 
plans have yet to be made for the development of the area as a 

seaside resort. 


During the year the deterioration of the Colony’s financial position 
made it necessary to review the Ten-Year Programme of Develop- 
ment. It was decided to defer consideration of any further schemes 
for grants from Colonial Development and Welfare funds until the 
Development Plan had been revised and a priority list of projects 
had been approved. The revision of the plan will be undertaken 
early in the new year. 


The most significant event of the year was the alteration in the 
sterling/dollar exchange rate. The structure of the Colony’s economy 
being so largely dependent on imported articles, it was considered 
necessary to devise ways and means of limiting importations, and to 
endeavour to minimise the inevitable rise in the cost, while at the 
same time maintaining a proper standard of living. A representative 
committee was appointed to advise Government on the problems thus 
created, and steps were immediately taken to control stocks and 
prevent black-market operations. 
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An ordinance to amend the legislation under which the Grenada 
Co-operative Nutmeg Association came into being was finally passed 
in the Legislative Council on 29th September, after months of 
consideration and debate. Towards the end of the year there was 
much activity in the buying markets and satisfactory sales had been 
made. All surplus stocks of nutmegs and mace brought forward 
from the previous crop had been disposed of and shipments were 
being made from current supplies. 


The long-drawn-out question of the control of denominational 
schools was solved during the year and a working arrangement 
satisfactory alike to Government and to the denominations, who own 
the majority of the buildings and receive grants-in-aid for maintaining 
the schools, has been concluded. Erection of the first building under 
the new arrangement was begun at Tivoli, St. Andrew’s, during the 
year. 


A conference of Governors of the British Caribbean Colonies was 
held at Barbados in November under the chairmanship of Lord 
Listowel. The conference was attended by the Governor of the 
Windward Islands. 


The British Caribbean Standing Closer Association Committee held 
its final meeting in Jamaica in November and completed its report. 
Mr. J. B. Renwick, the Colony’s representative on the committee, 
attended. 


Visits to the Colony were paid by H.M. Ships Devonshire and 
Bigbury Bay, as well as by the U.S.S. Mount Olympus, following 
manceuvres off Puerto Rico. 


Among visitors to the Colony were Lord Listowel, Minister of 
State for Colonial Affairs, Mr. W. L. Gorell Barnes, C.M.G., Assistant 
Under Secretary of State, Mr. J. L. Worlledge, C.M.G., Director- 
General of Colonial Audit, Dr. T. W. J. Taylor, C.B.E., Principal of 
the University College of the West Indies, Mr. W. E. Curtis, O.B.E., 
of the Crown Agents Office, Superintendent Cox of the Trinidad Fire 
Services, and several Advisers on the staff of the Development and 
Welfare Organisation. 


Mr. J. McLagen and Mr. J. Galagher, who were formulating 
proposals for a unified Customs Service, and Sir Maurice Holmes, 
G.B.E., K.C.B., chairman of the commission on the unification of 
public services, also visited the Colony during the year. 


On 8th March the modern 30-bedroom hotel ‘“‘ Santa Maria ’’, 
built by the Grenada Development Co., was opened, and marked the 
Colony’s first real bid towards catering for the needs of tourists and 
other visitors. Situated on land leased from Government on a 
headland at the entrance to St. George’s harbour, 200 feet above sea 
level, the hotel commands an excellent view of the town and its 
surrounding hills, and of the inner and outer harbours. 


Following the presentation to her of the Royal Humane Society’s 
Gold Medal and Certificate in 1947, for bravery in rescuing a girl 
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from drowning during the flood which occurred in the town of Vic- 
toria in 1945, the Stanhope Gold Medal was awarded to Petronella 
Ferguson for the bravest deed of that year. This was the second 
occasion on which the Stanhope Medal was awarded to a woman. 


The Public Works Department laid mains at Mirabeau and Hermi- 
tage, extended Government buildings to house the Education and 
Labour Departments, began building a new school at Tivoli, built a 
senior training centre at Sauteurs, a careenage for small craft, 
additions to the police barracks and fire station, and reconstructed a 
building in Melville Street to house the Public Health Centre and 
Medical Headquarters. 


(c) Report on progress of Projects under the 
Development and Welfare Plan 


Financial considerations have led to the revision of the Colony’s 
Ten-Year Development Plan. A certain amount of progress has 
been made with schemes financed from local funds, from funds to be 
reimbursed from a loan to be floated, and from Development and 
Welfare funds. At the end of 1949, expenditure from these three 
sources amounted to $472,829, $1,006,626, and $553,271 respectively. 


AGRICULTURE 


Under the guidance of the Director of Agriculture, Windward 
Islands, whose salary and office establishment was provided from 
Development and Welfare funds, the Colony’s agricultural policy 
was laid down. Work on carrying out this policy, especially with 
regard to small-scale agricultural development, has already begun. 
Three demonstration centres have been established and a fourth is 
nearing completion in Carriacou. The most important project, 
however, is that connected with the rehabilitation of cocoa, under 
which two propagation centres have been established for providing 
rooted cuttings of high-yielding strains for distribution to growers. 


EDUCATION 


The post of Education Officer, formerly paid for from Development 
and Welfare funds, has now been taken over as a charge to local 
funds. A scheme for provision of books and equipment for schools 
has been competed, and that in respect of teacher-training is nearing 
completion. Two modern school buildings have been erected with 
Development and Welfare funds and two from local funds, and it is 
proposed that in future such buildings shall be provided from the 
latter source. 


REPORT ON PROGRESS 7 
MEDICAL _ 


A new 32-bed cottage hospital has been erected at Mirabeau, in 
St. Andrew’s; the Colony Hospital in St. George’s and the Hills- 
borough Hospital in Carriacou have been improved ; three health 
centres, where the anti-yaws and venereal disease campaigns are 
being carried out, have been established—all at a cost of nearly a 
quarter of a million dollars financed from local funds. Progress has 
also been made with anti-malarial measures throughout the Colony. 


SOCIAL WELFARE 


The office of Social Welfare Officer was abolished in 1949, and the 
work is being continued on a reduced scale owing to the financial 
position of the Colony. 


COMMUNICATIONS 


Improvments to roads have been carried out year by year as a 
charge against local funds, and a steel bridge spanning the Queen’s 
Park River is in course of erection as a charge against loan funds. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


Two large schemes for improved water supplies are in progress, 
while several minor extensions to existing services have been com- 
pleted. Drainage of the Morne Rouge Swamp has been completed. 
A new unit has been installed at the power station, and additional 
ice-making plant has been procured but not yet erected. These 
items are charges against loan funds. 


PART II 
Chapter 1: Population 


ACCORDING to a census taken in April, 1946, the population of the 
Colony was 72,387, and at the end of 1948, it was estimated at 
74,719, distributed as follows : 





St. George’s .... ras a 20,175 
St. John’s _.... a ae .. 77,588 
St. Mark’s _.... oe eee ee 3,525 
St. Patrick’s .... noe os we 10,345 
St. Andrew’s ve Seal ... 18,426 
St. David’s _.... ae ae .. 7,667 
Carriacou .... sez a .. 6,993 

74,719 





Births registered during 1948 numbered 2,574, of which 1,259 
were males and 1,315 females. The birth rate was 34.72 per thousand 
compared with 34.44 in 1947 and 32.68 in 1946. 


The number of deaths registered in 1948 was 1,183, the death rate 
being 15.96 per thousand compared with 16.50 in 1947. The infant 
mortality rate (under one year) was 103.3 per thousand births, 
compared with 100.5 in the preceding year. 


There were 265 marriages during the year. 
The figures for 1949 are not yet available. 


Chapter 2: Occupations, Wages and 


Labour Organisation 


OCCUPATIONS AND WAGES 


The following table shows the distribution of the gainfully employed 
population of the Colony based on the provisional 1946 census 
figures : 


Agriculture _.... see oo .. 12,383 
Quarrying _.. i sas ee 8 
Fishing wd es ae “ 493 
Forestry oe ai ie shee 116 
Factory and workshop ag .. 3,841 
Construction er we es 1,816 
Transport and communications .... 593 
Commerce and trade ame see 1,648 
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Finance and insurance 6 
Recreational service 3 
Professional service .... 788 
Public service 258 
Personal service 2,723 
Clerical occupations 454 
Labourers 2,360 
Unstated 116 

TOTAL 27,606 





Unemployed persons numbered 916. 

As the complete report on the census of 1946 is still being printed, 
it is not possible to furnish further information on this subject. 

The supply of local labour, both skilled and unskilled, is sufficient 
to meet the demand, but as the Colony has very little industry, the 
scope for skilled labour is very restricted. 

Wage rates in the more important forms of employment are: . 


per day 

Agricultural labourers— male 78c. 
female site 66c. 

male (under 18 years) 48c. 

female (under 18 years) bese 40c. 

Artisans— unskilled .... 24c. to $1.44 
skilled $1.44 to $2.88 

per hour 

Waterfront workers 38c. to 40c. 
per month 

Shop assistants— town of St. George’s .... male $20.00 
female .... 15.00 

town of Grenville male 18.00 

female .... 13.50 

other districts male .... 15.00 

female .... 11.24 


under 18 years of age 80 per cent of above rates 


Workers in the various industries are required to work 8 hours a 
day. Agricultural labourers are usually asked to work a 10-day 
fortnight, and other workers an 11-day fortnight. Statistics for 
1948 indicate that 5,005 agricultural labourers were offered 10 days’ 
employment per fortnight, but worked an average of 8 days per 
~ fortnight. 
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Approved scales of salary in the clerical branch of the Civil Service 
are as follows : 


per annum 
Assistants “a ais — .. 288 
Lady Clerk (Class IT]).... ses ...  384—24—480 
3 (Class IT ).... _ ...  480—48—720 
3 (Class I ).... dat wee - 7Q2—72—1,152 
Assistants ee ae fe: we 384—-24—432 
Clerk (Class ITI)... mad ... 480—60—720 
. (Class IT ).... Res wee - 7Q2—72—I1,152 
- (Class I)... sie ... 1,248—96—1,728 
. (Special Grade) re .... 1I,920—9Q6—2,160 


Teachers in primary schools, whether denominational or Govern- 
ment-owned, are paid from Government funds at the following 
rates : 


er annum 
x. Apprentice Teachers - P 
(a) Pupil Teachers _.... nS (72 
(b) Student Teachers ...  172.80—14.40—201.60 


(c) Uncertificated (3rd Class) 240 
2. Head and Assistant Teachers : 


(a) Certificated (Women)... +288—24—408 
(Bar) 504—48—720 
(b) - (Men)... ... 384—24—480 


(Bar) 600—48—720 
(c) Selected Grade (Women) 624—96—1,200 
(d) Head Teachers, Rural : 
Central Schools .... 1 1,200—120—I,440 


3. House Allowance (Certificated 
Head and_ Assistant 
Teachers) bee ... 10 per cent. of basic salary 


4. Charge Pay (Head Teachers in charge of schools 
and Specialist Teachers in charge of 
Housecraft or Handicraft Centres)... $115.20 


5. Additional Charge Pay (Supervising Teachers and 
Head Teachers in charge of Senior 
Schools or Combined Schools having 
a senior department with an average 
daily attendance of not less than 
100 pupils over the age of 12 years) $115.20 


The density of the population (544 to the square mile) tends to 
encourage emigration. Licences for the recruitment of labour for 
service abroad are granted by the Governor-in-Council. Rectuit- 
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ment is supervised by the Labour Officer who issues permits to 
persons recruited. Recruitment is limited to periods of two years, 
and men under 18 years of age cannot be recruited without the special 
permission of the Governor. Transport costs are borne by the 
recruiting company. Returns for 1948 indicate that recruited 
workers abroad remitted a sum of $226,678 to their families in the 
Colony through the Post Office. 


COST OF LIVING 


The cost-of-living index for agricultural labourers stood at 206 at 
the end of 1948 and at 220 at the end of 1949 (August, 1939 =1I00). 


LABOUR DEPARTMENT 


The staff of the Labour Department consists of a Labour Officer, 
one clerk (Class I) who is also factory inspector, one clerk (Class III) 
and one lady clerk. The Labour Officer is responsible for ensuring 
compliance with all labour legislation, and is required to pay regular 
visits to estates, etc., to satisfy himself that conditions of employment 
are satisfactory and that minimum wage rates are being paid. He is 
responsible for carrying out the Government’s policy of fostering the 
development of the trade union movement ; he advises trade unions 
generally, and undertakes conciliation in disputes between employers 
and workers. An Advisory Board is constituted by statute to assist 
the Labour Officer and to advise Government generally on all matters 
affecting labour. | 

Migration prospects for workers abroad showed little improvement. 
Recruitment to the Netherlands West Indies has slowed down con- 
siderably in recent years, and the rate of repatriation of such workers 
with uncompleted periods of service was high. 

The Labour Officer attended the Labour Recruitment Conference 
held in Jamaica in August, 1948, at which the question of recruitment 
of workers from the British Caribbean islands for work in the United 
States was carefully examined, but there appeared to be little hope 
of any extended recruitment in the near future. 

Labour conditions generally may be regarded as satisfactory 
though voluntary unemployment exists to some considerable extent 
In certain districts. Labour relations were favourably maintained. 

An Agricultural Wages Committee completed its investigation 
of the rates of pay and conditions of employment of agricultural 
labourers and submitted its report in 1948. 


TRADE UNIONS 


There were two trade unions on the register at the end of 1949, 
with a total membership of 2,039. There were no disputes during the 
year, nor any stoppages of work. The Secretary of the St. George’s 
Workers Union was sent to Barbados for a course of study in trade 
unionism. | 
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The principal labour legislation in force is as follows : 


The Department of Labour Ordinance (No. 16 of 1940) and 
subsidiary Orders thereunder 


The Workmen’s Compensation Ordinance (No. 19 of 1934) 
The Trade Unions Ordinance (Cap. 227) 

The Tenants’ Compensation Ordinance (No. 18 of 1939) 
The Trades Disputes (Arbitration and Inquiry) Ordinance 


(No. 5 of 1943) 
The Employment of Women, Young Persons and Children 
Ordinance (Cap. 75) 


The Labour (Minimum Wage) Ordinance (Cap. 108) 
The Recruiting of Workers Ordinance (No. 17 of 1939). 
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REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE 


The following table shows the revenue and expenditure of the 
Colony for the ten-year period 1940-49 (the figures for 1949 are a 
revised estimate) : 


REVENUE EXPENDITURE 
Local C.D. Local C.D. 
Year Revenue &W. Total Expenditure &W. Total 
$ $ $ $ $ $ 


1940 740,651 16,831 757,482 882,713 14,554 897,267 
194I 864,277 21,204 885,481 834,271 24,605 858,876 
1942 1,191,198 75,042 1,266,240 915,943 84,531 1,000,474 
1943 1,360,304 19,261 1,379,565 1,066,223 66,315 1,132,538 
1944 1,608,783 56,640 1,665,423 1,341,753 — 1,341,753 
1945 1,724,030 102,715 1,826,745 1,773,820 275,582 2,049,402 
1946 1,959,893 819,850 2,779,743 1,761,589 735,676 2,497,265 
1947 2,613,194 147,924 2,761,118 2,287,612 226,041 2,513,653 
1948 2,531,307 210,278 2,741,585 3,038,431 253,570 3,292,001 
1949 2,387,504 262,615 2,650,119 2,906,715 262,615 3,169,330 
(Estima 

The main heads of local revenue in 1948 (actual) and 1949 (esti- 
mated) were: 


or 1949 
Customs ; : ; : 1,310,256 1,285,320 
Estate duties ; ; : , 51,421 20,000 


Licences and excise : ; % 213,926 133,650 


Income tax . 

Fees of office 

Post Office 

Water supplies 
Electricity service ; 
Harbour and cargo dues 


PUBLIC FINANCE AND TAXATION 


1948 
$ 
329,944 
196,625 
99,798 
36,103 
87,066 
38,801 


13 
1949 


330,000 
115,609 
127,750 
40,255 
95,650 
40,000 


The main heads of local expenditure for the corresponding periods 


were : 


Public debt 


Pensions 


Agriculture . 

Central Road Authority. 
Education 

Electricity service 
Medical and sanitation . 
Miscellaneous services 


Police 


Post Office . 
Public Works 


a”? 


a9 


—- 
Treasury and Customs . 


1948 


$ 
98,515 
68,671 
92,339 
366,071 
237,410 
223,904 
278,090 
258,858 
103,081 
58,062 
74,002 
65,254 
579,778 
83,447 


1949 


$ 

109,871 

65,830 
119,802 
240,440 
330,815 
156,854 
335,916 
103,572 
210,548 

78,102 

67,064 
102,004 
464,230 
114,488 


The Colony’s public debt at 31st December, 1949, amounted to 
$1,436,458 made up as follows: 


$ 
sundry Debenture Holders (Colony) . 720°00 
Electric Lighting and Telephone Reconstruction Loan 195,419°84 
Road Loan . , ; ; ‘ .  140,677-80 
St. Andrew’s Market Loan ; : : 33,144°62 
St. Andrew’s Water Supply Extension Loan. : 17,275°06 
Sundry Public Works Loans . : . 119,450: 38 
Imperial Govt. for Colonial Development Loans . . 125,741°78 
National Debt Commissioners of the U.K. , : 4,348 :80 
Public Works Loan 1936 ; ; - ; - 799,680-00 


$1,436,458 - 28 
Accumulated sinking funds amounted to $467,527. 


A statement of assets and liabilities at 31st December, 1948, is 
shown at Appendix I. 
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CUSTOMS AND EXCISE 


The customs tariff is based on both ad valorem and specific rates, 
the former varying from 5 per cent to 25 per cent, separate rates being 
prescribed under British preferential and general heads. Since 1939, 
a war tax in the form of a surcharge on import duty, varying between 
10 per cent and 20 per cent, has been imposed. 


The only article liable to excise duty is rum, the duty on which 
is $2:81 per proof gallon, plus a war tax of 30 per cent. A trade 
duty of 5oc. and 66c. per proof gallon is also imposed on local rum and 
imported spirits respectively. A war tax of 30 per cent is payable on 
this duty. 


STAMP DUTIES 


Stamp duties and postage stamps produced revenue amounting to 
$119,195 in 1948 and the estimated figure for 1949 is $140,038. 


PROPERTY TAX 


There is a land tax of 24 cents per acre, and a house tax, on houses 
of a rental value of over $24 per annum, is levied on a sliding scale, 
varying between $1-20 per house, not exceeding $28-80 per annum 
rental value, and 8 per cent, in the case of houses of over $144-00 
rental value. 


INCOME TAX 


Income tax is based upon the chargeable income for the year 
immediately preceding the year of assessment, and is charged at the 
following rates : 

On incomes not exceeding $2,880 
The first $1,440 at 2} per cent plus surtax of 25 per cent 
The next $1,440 at 5 per cent plus surtax of 334 per cent 


On incomes over $2,880 
The first $1,440 at 24 per cent 
» next $1,440 at 5 per cent plus surtax of 50 per cent 
» 9» $1,920 at 74 per cent 
» oo» $2,400 at 11} per cent 
» » $2,400 at 15 per cent 
» »» $2,400 at 182 per cent 
» » $2,400 at 224 per cent 


plus surtax of 66% per cent 


and the rest of the chargeable income 27} per cent plus surtax of 66% 
per cent. | 

Companies, other than life insurance, pay 15 per cent, plus surtax 
of 334 per cent; life insurance companies pay 54 per cent, plus surtax 
of 50 per cent. 


CURRENCY AND BANKING 15 
Allowances 


(a) 10 per cent of earned income up to a maximum of $48o. 


(b) Personal allowance—$288 for a resident in the Colony or for a 
British subject. 


(c) Life insurance premium—premium up to one-sixth of charge- 
able income after deducting the allowances at (a) and (bd) 
above. 


(@) Allowance for wife $240, first child $192, and for each 
subsequent child $144 in the case of chargeable income not 
exceeding $4,800 


The incidence of income tax on an individual at varying income. 
levels is given in the table at Appendix II. 


ESTATE DUTY 


Estate duty is payable at-the following rates : 
First Schedule 


When the principal value Estate Duty shall be pay- 
of the Estate - able at the rate per cent of 
$ $ $ 

Exceeds 480 but not ‘1,440 4°80 

gs 1,440 ,, ,, 2,400 9:60 

‘3 2,400 ,, 4, 4,800 19°20 

is 4,800 ,, ,, 14,400 24°00 

i 14,400 ,, ,, 24,000 36-00 

i 24,000 ,, ,, 48,000 60°00 

‘a 48,000 ,, ,, 96,000 72°00 

ss 96,000 ,, ,, 192,000 96-00 

» 192,000 ,, ,, 288,000 I20°00 

», 288,000 and upwards 192-00 


Only one-half of the above rates are paid in respect of property 
passing on death to the mother, wife and children of the deceased ; 
but, in respect of property passing to any person other than the 
father, mother, husband, wife, brother, sister, niece, nephew, or 
lawful issue of the deceased, the rates of estate duty are twice those 
Prescribed by the First Schedule above. 


Chapter 4: Currency and Banking 


‘ United Kingdom currency is legal tender as are also currency notes 
issued by the Government of Trinidad and Tobago. Bank notes 

; issued by Barclays Bank (D.C. &0O.) and by the Royal Bank of 

; Canada are in circulation under licence up to $40,000 in each case. 
The licence fee is £75. 
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With effect from 1st January, 1948, the unit of Government 
account became the West Indian dollar at the fixed rate of $4-80 to 
the £ sterling. 

There is a branch of Barclays (D.C. &O.) and one of the Royal 
Bank of Canada in St. George’s and an agency of each in the town of 
Grenville. Each bank maintains a savings department. 

The Grenada Co-operative Bank, Ltd., provides loan and credit 
facilities and also maintains a savings department. Loan facilities 
are also provided by the Building and Loan Association. 

There is a Government Savings Bank established as a sub-depart- 
ment of the Treasury, with a branch in every parish. The number 
of depositors at the end of 1948 was 7,369 and deposits amounted to 
$1.102,262. There is no Post Office Savings Bank. 


Chapter 5: Commerce 


The following table shows the total value of imports and of exports 
(excluding re-exports) during the last five years : 


Imports Exports 
$ $ 
1945 2,748,869 3,016,056 
1946 3,823,406 3,973,834 
1947 6,208,622 4,779,648 
1948 6,120,644 4,363,325 
1949 5,408,169 4,373,545 


Manufactured articles, foodstuffs and drink account for the major 
portion of the Colony’s imports, their source being the United 
Kingdom, the United States of America and Canada. The principal 
items during the last two years were : 


1948 1949 

$ $ 
Flour. : ' 725,017 545,335 
Lumber . : 412,078 285,712 
Bootsand Shoes __. 136,323 103,171 

The principal exports during the last two years were : 

1948 1949 

$ $ 

Cocoa : ; 2,529,770 1,748,866 
Nutmegs : : 998,894 1,666,014 
Mace . ‘ ‘ 495,606 597,398 
Rawcotton . : 12,543 55,252 
- Copra . 2 : 39,081 5,258 


Lime Oil : : 48,364 28,637 
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Tables showing the principal sources of the Colony’s imports and 
the destination of its exports during 1948 and 1949 are shown in 
Appendix ITI. 


Chapter 6: Production 


The Colony’s production for export is entirely agricultural ; its few 
industries manufacture nothing for export. Food for local con- 
sumption 1s also produced but there 1s appreciable room for expansion 
in this branch of agriculture, the quantities produced being frequently 
short of the minimum needs of the community. Efforts are being 
constantly made to encourage the growing of food crops. 

There is a general deficiency in protein foods and the supplies of 
meat and fish are far below the Colony’s requirements. 

Estate agriculture is responsible for the major portion of the 
export crops, but peasant agriculture is of considerable importance. 
It is estimated that there are about 19,000 small landowners in the 
Colony possessing areas of less than ro acres of freehold land. 


There is little cultivable land which is not utilised, and there are 
some 3,600 acres of Crown land of which 3,000 is under forest. In 
addition, there are about 13,000 acres of forest land under private 
ownership. Marshy, steep and otherwise unsuitable land comprises 
about 2,000 acres, leaving about 60,000 suitable for agriculture. 
The major crops grown are cocoa and nutmegs, for which the environ- 
ment is admirably suitable. Sugar cane is grown mainly in the 
southern portion of the island where the terrain is more gently 
sloping. Hand cultivation is practised almost exclusively for all 
crops, as the topography of the island and the relatively small 
agricultural units make mechanical tillage impracticable, particularly 
in the case of the tree crops mentioned. 

The principal export crops are: 

Cocoa. Due to a number of economic factors and also to the senility 
of the trees and the ravages of pests, production has steadily declined 
from 135,500 cwt. in 1908 to 50,000 cwt. in 1948, increasing slightly 
to 55,242 cwt,in 1949. The value of the 1949 exports was $1,748,866. 
Nutmegs. Grenada is the only British Colony in which nutmegs are 
grown on a large scale, and it contributes about one-third of the 
world’s production. Prices of nutmegs, which includes the lace-like 
covering ‘‘ mace ”’, rose steeply during the last war, and though these 
prices have declined, they are still regarded as very satisfactory. 
A co-operative association for the marketing of these products wag 
established in 1946, and has been granted the sole right to export. 
The exports in 1948 and 1949 compared with 1938 and 1939 were: 


Quantity Value 


- 1938 1939 1948 1949 1938 1939 1948 1949 

cwt. cwt. - owt. cwt. $ $ $ $ 
Nutmegs ... 36,269 = 38,319 «= «18,004 «= 44,817 358,200 =. 353,878 + —- 998,894 1,666,014 
Mace =... = 5,078 «= 6,876 = 4,039 6,308 = 187,776 237,394 495,606 597,398 


18 GRENADA 


Cotton. Cotton of the variety known as “ Marie Galante ”’ is pro- 
duced exclusively in the dependency of Carriacou. Prices within 
recent years have been good. Improvement in ginning has been 
secured by the establishment by Government of a single gin which 
handles the entire crop. The output in the last two years has been 
431 cwt. (valued at $12,543) in 1948 and 1,147 cwt. (valued at 


$55,252) in 1949. 


Copra. The exportable surplus of this product has fallen con- 
siderably in the last few years, notwithstanding the existence of a good 
guaranteed market in Barbados, under a comprehensive British 
Caribbean agreement entered into in 1946. This has been due to the 
expansion of the local manufacture of soap in two small factories. 
An effort is also being made to produce edible oil and animal feed. 
Compared with an export of 3,096 cwt. of a value of $26,208 in 1946, 
the export in the last two years was 3,787 cwt. in 1948 and 517 cwt. in 
1949 valued at $39,081 and $5,258 respectively. 


Bananas. 106,426 stems were exported in 1939, but export stopped 
completely during the war owing to the lack of transport facilities. 
An effort to revive production is now being made, and the exports 
in 1949 were 18,402 stems valued at $23,826. 


Processing Industries. The Colony’s industries are mainly confined 
to sugar, rum and lime oil. Unrefined sugar is manufactured in a 
factory erected in 1935 and designed to meet the Colony’s needs. 
Experience has proved that it is not possible to produce sugar 
economically on so small a scale, and the factory has had to seek 
protection against imported sugar, and also a subsidy of 1 cent per 
pound to enable the price to the consumer to be maintained at a 
level of 8 cents per pound. The factory is capable of producing 2,500 
tons per season, but lack of supplies of cane has restricted output to 
about 800-1,500 tons per annum, as compared with the Colony’s 
consumption of 2,500 tons. Production in 1949 was 1,636 tons. 


Rum is manufactured in seven very old-fashioned “ pot ’’ stills, 
which produce about 20,000 gallons of low-grade rum against the 
Colony’s consumption of approximately 45,000 gallons. A modern 
continuous still has recently been erected by the sugar factory, and in 
1949 produced some 40,000 gallons from waste molasses. 


Lime oil is manufactured in small factories in both Grenada 
and Carriacou. Attractive prices during the war years encouraged 
production, but the subsequent decline in the market has had an 
adverse effect. The quantity exported in 1939 was 6,600 Ib. (valued 
at $20,993) compared with 8,680 Ib. (valued at $51,850) in 1946. The 
exports in the last two years were 10,628 lb. and 5,360 lb. valued at 
$48,364 and $28,637 respectively. 


A modern cigarette factory, using imported dried leaf, has been 
operating successfully for several years, and meets the Colony’s needs 
for the cheaper grade of cigarette. 
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Two small soap factories utilising locally grown copra produce 
almost sufficient laundry soap to meet the needs of the Colony. One 
factory also manufactures a limited amount of edible oil and stock- 
feed. 

Small quantities of nutmeg oil are distilled for export. 


Baskets, brooms and hats are made by peasants for sale locally, and 
in one area, where the requisite “‘ pine ’’ grows in profusion, the 
residents make “‘ plait ’’ from the dried leaves for sale to a local 
company which converts it into hats, bags, slippers, etc. The 
finished articles find a ready market amongst tourists as well as locally 
and there is a small export trade. 

It is estimated that about 16,000 acres of land are under forests 
though the great majority of this area is privately owned. About 
3,000 acres are Crown lands which have been declared forest reserves. 
The main importance of these areas is to preserve the water supplies 
of the island and to prevent soil erosion. Attempts are being made 
to regulate the felling of trees in the forest reserve and to establish 
stands of teak and blue mountain mahoe. A limited amount of 
felling of selected trees is permitted and this is sawn into lumber for 
building purposes. No licences have yet been issued for felling 
timber. 

Fishing is practised mainly along the leeward or western coast of 
the island. Methods are primitive but picturesque and exciting, the 
beach seine and the hand line being the chief methods of capture. 
Fish-pots are also used close in shore. Few facilities exist for the 
storage and preservation of catches. The demand is good but sup- 
plies are inadequate. 


There are no known mineral deposits in the Colony. 


Chapter 7: Social Services 


EDUCATION 


Primary education is provided in 55 schools, 13 of which are main- 
tained entirely by Government, the remainder being denominational 
schools in receipt of grants-in-aid from Government. All teachers’ 
salaries are provided by Government, and, for the most part, the 
schools may be considered to be maintained from public funds, save 
for the maintenance of the buildings. The policy recently adopted 
will involve the gradual replacement of dilapidated buildings by 
Government-owned buildings constructed to a standard model, and 
operated by the denomination concerned under an agreement with 
Government. There are, in addition, three housecraft and three 
handicraft centres. 

Government expenditure on primary education has been rising 
steadily in recent years, the figures in 1944 being $97,085 (or $9:08 
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per child), as compared with $191,568 (or $15°65 per child) in 1948. 
The total amount contributed by all denominations (exclusive of the 
rental value of buildings) in 1948, was $3,010. 


In 1948 there were 18,385 children on the rolls of schools. The 
average attendance was 12,241 or 66.5 per cent of the number 
enrolled. Compulsory attendance is enforced only in two areas 
where accommodation is regarded as adequate, but its general 
enforcement has been delayed by lack of such accommodation. 


About one child in 22 received secondary education in 1948. 
There are five secondary schools with a total roll of 979. Two of 
these are for boys only, two for girls only, and one is co-educational. 
Of the 979 enrolled, 135 occupied free places, 88 being Government 
exhibitioners and 47 intending primary school teachers. All second- 
ary schools offer a grammar school type of education leading to the 
School Certificate Examination. The Boys’ Secondary School, 
however, prepares pupils for the Cambridge Higher School Certificate 
Examination, on the results of which the Island Scholarship is 
awarded biennially. 


There are no facilities for technical education. 


The Grenada Scholarship of an annual value of $1,920 is tenable 
at a university in the British Empire for a period not exceeding six 
years. An Agricultural Scholarship of the annual value of $1,200 per 
annum for three years is tenable at the Imperial College of Tropical 
Agriculture in Trinidad. The Government has also provided a 
foundation scholarship in medicine of an annual value of $1,440, at 
the University College of the West Indies in Jamaica. 


During the period 1945-49, five new school buildings, including 
a senior training centre have been erected. These buildings are 
modern in design, and pleasing in appearance. They were built by 
the Public Works Department to plans designed by the Executive 
Architect of the Windward Islands, in consultation with the Educa- 
tional Adviser to the Development and Welfare Organisation, and 
with the local Education Department. 


The following primary schools, each with 12 sq. feet of floor space 
“per pupil, have been constructed : 


(a) Mt. Pleasant, Carriacou: 5 classrooms for 200 pupils. 
(b) Grand Roy, St. John’s: g classrooms for 600 pupils, with 
handicraft and housecraft centres. 
(c) St. Giles, St. Andrew's : 3 classrooms for 250 pupils (leased to 
the Anglican Church Authorities). 
(d) River Sallee, St. Patrick’s : 10 classrooms for 400 pupils, with 
handicraft and housecraft centres. 
(ec) Training Centre, Sauteurs: 3 classrooms for 120 pupils. 
Another large school is in course of erection on lands leased from 
the Roman Catholic authorities, at Tivoli, St. Andrew’s, to accommo- 
date 400 pupils. This will be the first under the new arrangement by 
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which Government provides school buildings to be leased to deno- 
minations. 


Adult education was started five years ago and is provided in 
eight adult evening institutes with a roll in 1949 of about 600 students. 
At least one institute is located in each parish. The district school- 
master is normally the organiser, while tutors consist of teachers as 
well as other persons possessing special qualifications. Organisers 
and tutors are paid from a vote of $3,000 provided by Government 
for the service. This expenditure is partly off-set by fees collected 
from the students. Organisers attempt to provide most of the classes 
requested by students and a great variety of subjects is taught, the 
most popular being English, domestic science, handicrafts, and other 
practical subjects. 


HEALTH 


The staff consists of a senior medical officer, eight district medical 
officers, a surgeon specialist and a resident medical officer attached 
to the Colony Hospital in St. George’s, a school medical officer, 
two medical officers conducting a yaws and venereal diseases 
campaign, a dental surgeon and an ophthalmic surgeon. 


There are small hospitals in St. Andrew’s and Carriacou, in the 
charge of district medical officers. The St. Andrew’s Hospital has 
recently been replaced by a modern 32-bed building. There are 21 
district medical visiting stations situated in populous areas throughout 
the Colony in the charge of resident nurse-midwives ; the district 
medical officer visits them to attend to patients on fixed days each 
week. There are health centres in St. George’s, St. John’s and 
St. Mark’s. 


Sanitation is in the hands of a chief sanitary inspector and 12 
district sanitary inspectors, eight of whom possess the R.S.I. diploma. 


The general health of the Colony is fairly satisfactory and there 
have been no epidemics of infectious diseases recently. 


Malaria is often met on the north-eastern coast of the island, but 
due to anti-malaria measures very few cases now occur in the rest of 
the Colony, especially around the capital town of St. George’s. A 
large mosquito-breeding swampy area at Morne Rouge near St. 
George’s has recently been filled and drained. Permanent anti- 
malaria drainage work is also being undertaken in other parts of the 
Colony, and house-to-house spraying with DDT in certain malarial 
districts has proved most satisfactory. 


Since 1948 an anti-venereal disease and yaws campaign has been 
. organised and large numbers of cases have been seen and treated with 
most satisfactory results. It had been estimated that the incidence 
of syphillis amongst the labouring class was approximately 20 to 25 
per cent. It is hoped in a comparatively short time to eradicate 
yaws from the Colony and to bring down the incidence of venereal 
disease to a more Satisfactory level. 
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Efforts are being made to reduce the infant mortality rate which 
has varied between go and 120 per thousand for many years. The 
following are the figures for the last five years : 


1944 . : : . 116.5 
1945. ; ; . 102.4 
1946. ; . . 116.4 
1947 . ‘ ; . 100.5 
1948 . : . 103.3 


Maternity and child-welfare ee is now being carried on not only 
in the three health centres, but also in the 21 district visiting stations. 


A school medical service has been established under a whole-time 
school medical officer. 


As an anti-helminthic measure and to improve sanitation, a private 
bore-hole latrine campaign organised by the Sanitation Department 
has been running successfully during the past two years. 


The Colony Hospital (172 beds) in St. George’s has recently been 
enlarged, modernised and re-equipped, and now compares favourably 
with hospitals in any small Colony. X-ray examinations are per- 
formed by a trained radiologist. 


HOUSING 


The standard of housing in towns is good, save for the slum areas 
where overcrowding is the main feature. Improvement of housing 
conditions among the labouring population may, however, be said 
to be the Colony’s greatest need and a preliminary estimate of the 
sum needed for this and slum clearance was £150,000. More recent 
data, however, indicates that this sum will be wholly inadequate. 
A Central Housing and Planning Authority has been constituted by 
statute to deal with the problem, but progress has been slow. The 
Authority completed ten houses in the town of Victoria, mainly for 
re-housing those persons who became homeless as a result of a rain- 
storm in 1945. In the parish of St. David’s some progress was made 
under a scheme for financial assistance to owner-occuplers. 


Chapter 8; Legislation 


1948 


During 1948, 15 ordinances were enacted, of which 11 were amending 
ordinances. The following deserve special mention : 

Motor Vehicles and Road Traffic Ordinance (No. 1) amends the 
principal ordinance (No. 2), of 1938 by giving effect to a recom- 
mendation of the Motor Transport Board that motor vehicles should 
not carry both passengers and goods. 
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Public Health Ordinance (No. 2), has as its objects: 

(a) to have all persons working in bakehouses medically examined 
twice yearly instead of once ; 

(5) to insist upon certain requirements as to the construction 
and maintenance of bakehouses being observed prior to the 
issue of a certificate authorising the use of buildings for that 
purpose ; and 

(c) to authorise the Sanitary Authority to make regulations for 
securing cleanliness of barbers’ shops and apparatus used 
therein, as well as prescribing precaution against the spread 
of infection amongst persons on such premises. 

Income Tax Ordinance (No. 4) has as its principal object relief from 
double taxation. Opportunity is also taken to extend the basis of 
charge of foreign income to income arising abroad whether remitted 
or not, so as to facilitate implementation of the double taxation 
arrangements. 

Factories Ordinance (No.5) makes provision for the registration, 
inspection and general supervision of factories, with a view to 
ensuring the safety of persons employed therein. 

Diplomatic Privileges Ordinance (No. 11), has as its objects : 

(a) to bring the law for the time being in force in England relating 
to diplomatic privileges and immunities into operation, 
mutatis mutandis, in the Colony ; and 

(5) to empower the Governor in Council by Order to extend the 
said privileges and immunities to any international organ- 
isation of which His Majesty’s Government in the United 
Kingdom and the Government or Governments of one or 
more sovereign Powers are members. 

Medical and Dentists Registration Ordinance (No. 13) enables the 
Governor, after consultation with the Medical Board, to have 
registered as a medical practitioner a British subject who has obtained 
a foreign degree or diploma registrable in a foreign country between 
Ist September, 1939, and 7th January, 1952. 


1949 


During 1949, 18 ordinances were passed, nine being of an amending 
nature. Of these enactments, the following call for comment : 
Forest, Soil and Water Conservation Ordinance (No. 1) gives effect to 
the policy of Government to preserve forests on sites unsuited to 
permanent agriculture in order to preserve water supplies, regulate 
streamflow, prevent destructive floods and minimise soil erosion. 
Rent Restriction Ordinance (No. 14) introduces into the Colony 
legislation restricting the increase of rent of dwelling houses and the 
right to recovery of possession thereof. The ordinance follows the 
lines of similar legislation in force in the Colony of Saint Vincent as 
recommended by a Select Committee of the Legislative Council. 


Chapter 9: Justice, Police and Prisons 


JUSTICE 


The system of law which is administered in the Colony may be 
divided into statute law, that is to say locally enacted legislation, 
and the common law of England. 


The courts in which the law is enforced are the Supreme Court and 
the Magistrate’s Courts. 


The Supreme Court 


The jurisdiction of the Supreme Court falls under four heads: 
(a) original; (5) summary; (c) appellate; and (d) criminal. 

(a) Original Jurisdiction. In this sphere the Court has power to 
hear and determine all matters which are heard and determined in 
England by the High Court of Justice, namely, King’s Bench Division 
Probate, Divorce and Admiralty Division and Chancery Division. 

Appeals from this Court lie to the West Indian Court of Appeal and 
thence to the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council. 


(b) Summary Jurisdiction. This jurisdiction is exercised in all 
personal actions where the sum claimed must not exceed {20, in 
ejectment actions concerning properties of a rental value not 
exceeding {20 a year, in certain proceedings where relief in the nature 
of an injunction is sought, and in all other actions where the subject 
matter of the proceedings does not exceed £300 in value. 

(c) Appellate Jurisdiction is confined to the hearing and deter- 
mination of appeals from the Magistrate’s Court. | 

(2) Criminal Jurisdiction. In the exercise of its criminal juris- 
diction the Court has cognisance of all treasons, felonies, mis- 
demeanours and offences committed in the Colony or within three 
miles of any of the shores of the Colony ; and of all treasons, felonies, 
misdemeanours and offences authorised to be tried and determined 
in this Court under and by any Imperial Statute now or hereafter 
to be passed for this purpose. 


The Magistrate's Court 


This Court has a civil as well as a criminal jurisdiction. 


(a) Civil Jurisdiction. Subject as otherwise provided under the 
Magistrate's Ordinance, 1936 (No. 21 of 1936)—as amended—all 
actions : 


(1) of contract or tort where the amount claimed or value of the 
_ thing claimed whether as a debt, balance of account, or 
damages or otherwise, is not in the case of actions of contract 
more than £20, and in the case of actions of tort more than 


£10. 
: 24 
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(2) in all other matters in which jurisdiction is by any law ex- 
pressly given to Magistrates or Justices of the Peace, may be 
commenced in this Court, and all such actions shall be heard 
and determined in a summary manner according to the pro- 
visions of the Ordinance. 


Where in any action the debt or demand claimed consists of a 
balance not exceeding £20, after an admitted set-off of any debt or 
demand claimed or recoverable by the defendant from the plaintiff, 
the Court has jurisdiction to hear and determine such action. 


The Court has jurisdiction in the following cases, that is to say: 
(i) where the plaintiff or defendant resides in the district ; or 


(it) where the cause of action has arisen wholly or in part within 

the district ; or 

(i) where the chattel or thing which is the subject of the action 

is in the. district. 

A Magistrate has no jurisdiction to try any action mentioned in 
paragraph (i) above when any question ot title to land arises or in 
which the title to any corporeal or incorporeal hereditaments is in 
question ; but a Magistrate has jurisdiction to try any such action, 
and may proceed to judgment, if, in his opinion the issues really in 
dispute between the parties, do not involve such title ; or with the 
consent of all the parties to the action; or without such consent if 
in his opinion the value of the land in question is not more than £20. 

The consent of the parties must, where given, be entered in the 
record of the proceedings and signed by the parties or their respective 
solicitors or counsel. 

Whenever an action involving a question of title to land or in 
which the title to any corporeal or incorporeal hereditaments is in 
question is tried by a Magistrate, he is required to give his judgment 
in writing, and within seven days thereafter he must transmit the 
same duly signed by him to the Registrar of the Supreme Court for 
tecord in his office. 

Any appeal from this Court lies to the Supreme Court in its sum- 
Mary jurisdiction. 


(6) Criminal Jurisdiction. To hear and determine all complaints 
or information for summary offences. 

The Chief Justice attends, as a member, the sittings of the West 
Indian Court of Appeal, wherever held. He is also President of the 
Court of Appeal for the Windward Islands and Leeward Islands. 

The Colony is divided into three magisterial districts, namely, 
“Northern ’’, consisting of the Dependency of Carriacou and the 
islets adjacent thereto; ‘‘ Eastern’’, comprising the parishes of 
Saint Patrick, Saint Andrew and Saint David; ‘‘ Western ’’, com- 
prising the parishes of Saint George, Saint John and Saint Mark. 
There are three Magistrates, one for each district. The Magistrate 
. the Northern District is also Legal Assistant to the Attorney 

eneral. 
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POLICE 
Organisation 


The authorised strength of the Police Force at the end of 1949 
was 141. It is commanded by a superintendent, with an assistant 
superintendent as his deputy, and is organised in two Police Districts, 
the Eastern and the Western. Each district is under the charge of an 
inspector. Headquarters are in St. George’s, situated in the Western 
District. There are 12 police stations in the Colony, one of which is 
in Carriacou. One or more small stations are grouped for purposes 
of supervision with a large one ; each such group is known as a section 
and is supervised by a sergeant. 


Every police station in Grenada itself is readily accessible by good 
motor roads and all are connected to headquarters by telephone. 


The headquarters depot and police barracks are housed in the 
ancient and very interesting Fort George which overlooks St. George’s 
Harbour. 


Crime 


Generally speaking, although it has shown a gradual but steady 
increase since the end of the war, crime does not present a serious 
problem. 


The total number of crimes and offences (exclusive of road traffic 
offences) known to the Police during 1949 was 2,311, an increase of 
12g over the figure for 1948. One thousand, eight hundred and 
fifty-two persons were prosecuted. 


Housebreaking and various forms of stealing are the most common 
forms of crime. Housebreaking has shown a steady increase during 
the past three years, but burglary is rare. Housebreakings have 
increased from 47 in 1947, to 103 in 1948 and to 142 in 1949. The 
number of thefts of all kinds reported to the police in 1949 was 734 as 
against 680 in 1948. Praedial larceny fell from 379 in 1948 to 287 in 


1949. 
Road Traffic 


At the end of 1949, there were 1,063 motor vehicles of all kinds 
registered in the Colony. There has been a very steep increase in 
the volume of road traffic since the end of the war. This increase, 
it is anticipated, will continue during the next two or three years. 


Six hundred and nineteen road traffic offences were reported during 
the year ; 345 persons were prosecuted, of whom 327 were convicted. 
There were 74 road accidents during 1949 ; 4 persons were killed and 
102 were injured on the roads. 


Proportion of Police to population and cost of police per inhabitant 
during 1949 : 


JUSTICE, POLICE AND PRISONS 27 





Actual strength of Estimated Area of the 
the Police Force Population (1948) Colony 
18 74,719 133 sq. miles 
Proportion of police Total cost of Cost of Police 
to population Police per inhabitant 





I to 633 $140,703-00 $1°88 


Fire Brigades 


The Fire Service of the Colony is manned by men seconded from the 
Police Force to form a full-time force. The Superintendent of 
Police is also Chief Fire Officer for the Colony, but the remainder of 
the authorised establishment for the Fire Service, 15 of all ranks, is 
not included in the authorised establishment of the Police Force. 

There are two Fire Brigades : 

St. George’s. One sub-officer and 12 firemen. Heavy and light 
pumps and other equipment are available. There are 119 
hydrants in the town and unlimited supplies of sea water are 
available. 

Grenville and Pearls Atrport. One sub-officer and two firemen. A 
light pump and equipment is available. There are 33 hydrants 
in Grenville and good supplies of sea water are available along 
the water front. 


PRISONS 


The Prison is situated at Richmond Hill on the outskirts of St. 
George’s. The main building contains 76 cells for men, and there is 
an adjoining building with 8 cells including 2 association cells for 
women, An infirmary of six beds is provided in the men’s section, 
and one of three beds in the women’s section. There is no special 
provision for juveniles. 

The kitchen was enlarged and improved during 1949. 

The average daily population in 1949 was 63.9 as compared with 
73.8 in 1948. One hundred and nineteen men and seven women 
were committed in 1949, and one hundred and thirty-eight men and 
seventeen women in 1948. The staff consists of a superintendent, 
a chief warder, and 13 warders ; one matron and one assistant matron. 

The main prison occupations are agriculture, animal husbandry, 
tailoring, shoemaking, baking, handicrafts and cleaning the grounds 
of Government buildings. There is no system of extra-mural 
labour. | 

There are no facilities for classification owing to limitations of 
space. An attempt was made during 1948 at classification of young 
prisoners. These are placed in charge of special officers and they 
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work, eat and sleep in certain sections of the premises apart from the 
older recidivists. They concentrate on vegetable gardening and it is 
proposed to train them in the rearing of small stock. 

Indoor recreation is provided, and an educational film show is 
given every month by the Education Department. There is a small 
library and gifts of magazines and papers are occasionally made by 
interested persons. In 1949 lighting was provided in cells to enable 
prisoners to use the evening hours for reading and handicraft work 
in their cells. 

Two warders attended short courses of training in Trinidad in 
1948, and the superintendent visited the United Kingdom early in 
1949, to undergo a comprehensive course of training in the treatment 
of offenders. A conference of heads of West Indian Prisons, held in 
Barbados in May, 1948, was attended by the superintendent. 

A Discharged Prisoners Aid Committee was appointed in 1949, 
the purpose of which is to befriend prisoners and assist them in their 
rehabilitation on release from prison. 


Chapter 10; Public Utilities and Public Works 
ELECTRICITY 


The sole source of electricity in Grenada is the Government power 
station at Burns Point, in the town of St. George’s, adjacent to the 
Customs Pier. The station is equipped with one 4o k.w. diesel 
engine, two of 150 k.w. each, and one of 300 k.w. installed in 1948. 
The station building was extended in 1948 to house the new unit 
and an extension of the refrigeration plant. The average daily 
output is 2,650 units and extensions of mains are being provided 
as and when demand warrants. Power is supplied at 400 volts, 
50 cycles, and light at 230 volts. 


COLD STORAGE 


A new ice-making plant has been procured and is in process of 
erection. This will increase the capacity from 4 tons to Io tons per 
day. The cold storage chambers were reconditioned in 1948. 


TELEPHONES 


The Government-owned telephone service which covers the whole 
island through six exchanges has been a source of considerable 
anxiety for some years because of difficulties in replacing material. 
Proposals for handing over the system to Cable and Wireless (West 
Indies) Ltd. are under consideration, and a survey by engineers from 
the United Kingdom will be carried out early in 1950. The monthly 
rental of a telephone is $2-88 and of a switch extension $1-44. 
Installations in business premises of a rental value of over $144 per 
annum 4-80 per month and $2-40 for an extension of an existing 
ins 
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BROADCASTING 


There are no broadcasting facilities in the Colony. 


PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 


This department is in charge of all Government construction work, 
buildings, bridges, roads, machinery and surveys. The water supply 
system, which provides pipe-borne water for every town and for 
almost every village of any appreciable size throughout the island, is 
also under the control and supervision of the department. Con- 
siderable progress has been made in carrying out two of the more 
important schemes for improved supplies in the Parishes of St. 
Andrew and St. Patrick, and other minor extensions of services 
have been completed in the last two years. A new fire main has been 
laid in St. George’s to serve the sections of the town formerly beyond 
the reach of hoses. 

In Carriacou, 13 tanks were laid down or improved with the aid of 
Development and Welfare Funds during 1948. 

A progressive scheme for widening the wharf roadway, started 
in 1944, was carried to completion in 1948 at a cost of $25,540. 

A single-span steel bridge to replace the bridge over the Beausejour 
River, destroyed by storm water in 1946, was erected in 1948. 


Chapter 11: Communications 


AIR 


Communication by air with the other islands is maintained by the 
regular flights of 14- and 21-seater planes of British West Indian 
Airways. The present schedule provides for flights every day except 
Friday, with two flights on Sunday, Monday, and Wednesday. 
Plans for an extension of the service by the use of amphibian 
‘‘ Sealand ”’ planes, will enable flights to be made to St. Vincent and 
Dominica, not at present served by the company. 

The airfield is located in the north-eastern corner of the island, 
and has a runway of 5,280 feet with a width of 150 feet. The 
surface is bitumen-treated and the foundation is bouldered and 
constructed to stand landing weights up to 300 lb. per square inch. 


SHIPPING 


The needs of the Colony in so far as cargo services are concerned 
are adequately met by calls of the Harrison Line steamers from the 
United Kingdom, and by calls of ships of the Canadian National 
Steamship Co., and of the Alcoa Line from Canadian and United 
States ports. Several small steamers ply between the islands. 
Passenger ships are uncertain; there is no direct service to the 
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United Kingdom and travel by sea to Europe is through Trinidad, 
where bookings are difficult to secure. Inter-island travel is catered 
for by the two “‘ Lady ”’ liners of the Canadian National Steamship 
Co., and by sundry small steamers and motor vessels. Auxiliary 
schooners fill a useful role in the transportation of traders and their 
wares. 

The island possesses a well-sheltered natural harbour in St. George’s 
with a deep-water pier with an average depth of 30 feet alongside, 
which can accommodate two steamers each of about 5,000 tons 
at a time. Government warehouses on the pier receive cargoes 
discharged direct from ships. Pilotage is advisable but not com- 
pulsory. Cargo dues amount to 96c. per ton and harbour dues are 
payable on every ship according to tonnage. 


ROADS 


Grenada has a good network of motorable roads. There are 
approximately 472 miles of good road, divided into four classes 
according to standard of construction. About 200 miles of roadway 
have an oiled surface with widths varying from 12 to 18 feet on 
first and second class roads, and from 10 to 14 feet on third and 
fourth class roads. A first class road runs entirely round the island as 
well as across it in two directions. Transport is provided by motor 
vehicles up to a limit of five tons when loaded. There are no road 
problems, and within recent years a programme of widening surfaces 
and opening up and improving corners has been carried out. 

The number of vehicles registered at the end of 1949 was: 


Cars (private) . : ‘ . 613 
Taxis : : : : . 203 
Trucks ; : : : . 135 
Buses : : ; : ~ 45 
Motor Cycles : : . 60 
Ambulances ; : : : 2 
Hearses ; : ; ; ; 5 
1,063 


There are no railways. 
POSTS 


There are, besides the General Post Office in St. George’s, six 
district post offices where all postal facitilies are provided. In 
addition, there are 22 postal stations, serving rural areas, where 
stamps may be bought and letters posted and received. 


TELEGRAPHS 


There is no Government-operated telegraph service. Cable and 
Wireless (West Indies) Ltd. maintains cable services with the 
outside world. A Government-owned wireless telephone service 
maintains contact with Carriacou. 


PART III 
Chapter 1; Geography and Climate 


THE Colony of Grenada includes the island of Carriacou about 20 
miles to the north and all the islets (known as the Grenadines) lying 
between. Grenada is the most southerly of the group known as 
the Windward Islands—the others being St. Vincent, St. Lucia and 
Dominica. It lies 90 miles north of Trinidad and 68 miles south- 
south-west of St. Vincent, and is situated between 12° 30” and 11° 
58” north latitude and 61° 20” and 61° 35” west latitude. It is 21 
miles long and 12 miles at its greatest breadth, and is estimated to 
cover an area of 120 square miles. Carriacou is about 13 square 
miles in extent. 


Grenada is in structure a moderately eroded volcanic pile. In 
general it consists of a somewhat disordered topography of mountains 
and fairly deep steep-sided valleys. The island is an irregular 
oblong in shape, lying due north and south, broader at its southern 
than its northern end. A backbone of mountains traverses the whole 
length, closer to the western than the eastern coastline. The highest 
points are Mt. St. Catherine (2,749 feet), Mount Sinai (2,300 feet), 
and the mountain overlooking the Grand Etang Lake (2,014 feet). 
From the north-east end and along the east and south-east, the 
mountains slope gradually towards the sea but on the whole of the 
west coast the mountains run down to the sea. The south coast 1s 
deeply indented by numerous natural harbours. 


In consequence of its formation, the island is singularly beautiful, 
whether viewed from the sea, from one of its forest-clad heights, or 
from the air. It is abundantly watered, being intersected in every 
direction, except the extreme south, by streams, though none of these 
is sufficiently large or constant to provide hydro-electric power. 
However, they enable pipe-borne potable water to be supplied to 
all towns and villages. Additional services to meet the needs of the 
areas not previously served are in course of construction. There 
are also several mineral and other springs. The Grand Etang 
Lake near the summit of a mountain, 1,740 feet above sea level, 
and 7 miles from the town of St. George’s, is one of the most remark- 
able natural features of the island. The lake occupies the place of a 
former volcanic crater. Lakes Antoine and Levera at the northern 
end of the island were formerly ash craters. 


The island is divided for purposes of local municipal administration 
into six parishes, five of which have a town on the seabord, each 
managed by a semi-elected District Board. Carriacou is treated as 
a parish, but its municipal affairs are managed by a Town Authority. 
St. George’s, the capital, is situated on a sheltered bay and land- 
locked harbour in the south-western part of the island, and is the 
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headquarters of the Governor of the Windward Islands. Its deep- 
water pier provides safe and convenient berthage for fairly large 
steamers and its harbour is a haven for small yachts voyaging 
through the chain of islands. 


The climate is good and during the months of December to the end 
of April, when the trade winds prevail, it is delightful. From July 
to October, there is greater humidity with higher temperatures, and 
little variation between night and day. The climate may be regarded 
as hot during this period, but it is not unhealthy at any time during 
the year. There are two main seasons—the dry, which extends from 
the end of January to May, and the wet, which occupies the rest of 
the year, but these seasons are irregular and frequently overlap. 
The temperature in December and January is most pleasant, at nights 
falling as low as 65° even in the lower lands, while in the mountains 
it is relatively cold, dropping as low as 60° in some parts. In the 
wet season it is hot and oppressive, and 83° in the hills and go° on 
the low lands may be accepted as normal highest shade temperatures. 
The mean average daily temperature in 1948 ranged between 78.9° in 
the morning and 77.1° in the evening. The seasonal variation as 
between the hot and cool seasons ranged from 79.9° in the June- 
November to 78.4° in December-May. 


The rainfall varies very considerably according to locality, the 
average in the coastal districts being about 60 inches, and in the 
mountainous interior 150 to 200 inches. In the extreme south- 
western corner the average is about 30 inches while at the meteoro- 
logical station just outside St. George’s (507 feet above sea leavel) the 
average is about 70 inches. The average at Carriacou is about 50 
inches. 


The island is singularly free from hurricanes and storms. 


Chapter 2: History 


Grenada was discovered by Christopher Columbus on 15th August, 
1498, and named by him “ Conception’. It was at that time 
inhabited by Caribs, who were left in undisturbed possession for just 
over 100 years. The first attempt to colonise the island was made 
by a company of London merchants, who equipped three ships and 
despatched them with that object. They arrived on 1st April, 1609, 
but were so persistently harried by the Caribs that they abandoned 
the settlement and what was left of them arrived back in London on 
15th December that same year. About the year 1626, both English 
and French appear to have set covetous eyes on the unappropriated 
island, and it was included among the theoretical possessions of the 
French Company of the Islands of America founded in that year by 
Cardinal Richelieu. In the following year it was included in the 
general grant of the “ Caribbees ’’ made by King Charles I to the 
Earl of Carlisle. Neither nation, however, took further steps until 
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1638, when a Frenchman named Poincy attempted to land but was 
driven off by the Caribs. In 1650, MM. Houel and DuParquet, 
shareholders of the French company referred to above, purchased the 
island, together with Martinique and St. Lucia, from the company 
for a sum equivalent to £1,660. DuParquet landed in Grenada with 
200 adventurers in June of that year. The Caribs offered no resist- 
ance to the settlement and it is recorded that the island was ceded by 
them to the French nation in lawful purchase for some knives and 
hatchets and a large quantity of glass beads, besides two bottles of 
brandy for the Chief himself. 


In 1651, DuParquet left the island in the care of a relation of his 
named LeCompte, but the Caribs became hostile and DuParquet sent 
300 men to reinforce the settlers, and with instructions to wipe out the 
aborigines. In 1657, DuParquet sold the island to the Comte de 
Cerillac for about £1,890, and in 1664 the King of France transferred 
the island to the French West India Company, the Comte de Cerillac 
being paid the sum of 10,000 crowns for his rights in the following 
year. Upon the dissolution of the French West India Company by 
royal edict in 1674, the island passed under the dominion of the 
French crown. 


Following surrender to a British squadron under Admiral Rodney 
in 1762, the island passed under British dominion, and in the following 
year it was ceded to Great Britain under the Treaty of Paris. It 
was then formed into a single Government with the islands of Do- 
minica, St. Vincent, and Tobago and the first Governor arrived in 
1764. The island became a separate Colony with Tobago in 1776. 


In 1779, Grenada once more passed into the hands of the French, 
following the defeat of the forces under General Sir George (after- 
wards Lord) Macartney by the Comte D’Estaing. In 1784, Grenada 
and the Grenadines were finally restored to Great Britain by the 
Treaty of Versailles. 

In 1795, an insurrection against British rule led by a French 
colonist named Julien Fedon massacred British subjects including 
the Lieutenant-Governor. The insurrection was subdued the 
following year. 

In 1833, Grenada was included in the general Government of the 
Windward Islands, comprising Barbados, Grenada, St. Vincent and 
Tobago, and their dependencies, and placed under the administration 
ofa Lieutenant-Governor. In 1875 the constitution was reformed by 
the passing of an Act creating a single Legislative Chamber of 9 
nominated and 8 elected members in lieu of the House of Assembly 
and Council ; but at its first meeting in February, 1876, the Legis- 
lative Assembly passed an address to the Queen seeking the vesting of 
the Government in Her Majesty. On 3rd December, 1877, the 
Colony was proclaimed a Crown Colony by virtue of an Imperial 
Order in Council which empowered Her Majesty to comply with the 
wishes of the Legislative Assembly. Thus came into being a Legis- 
lative Council composed of equal numbers of official and nominated 
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members, On Ist April, 1925, it was superseded by a Legislative 
Council comprising three nominated and five elected unofficials, and 
seven officials in addition to the Governor as President. 


By an Imperial Order in Council dated 27th October, 1936, the 
constitution was again varied by the reduction of the number of 
official members to three and by the increase of unofficial represent- 
ation to four nominated and seven elected members, the Governor 
when presiding having a casting vote only. The first general election 
under this constitution was held on 18th March, 1937. 


On Ist January, 1940, the island of Dominica was included in the 
Windward Islands Group by Imperial Order in Council. 


On Ist June, 1945, the office of Administrator was constituted by 
an amendment to the Grenada (Legislative Council) Order in Council 
in substitution for the office of Colonial Secretary. 


Chapter 3: Administration 


CONSTITUTION 


The Government of Grenada is administered by an Administrator, 
assisted by an Executive Council consisting of the Administrator, the 
Attorney-General, the Colonial Treasurer, as ex officio members, and 
such other persons as may be appointed with the approval of the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies. The period of appointment is 
normally three years, but they may be re-appointed for not more than 
two further periods of three years each. The Governor of the 
Windward Islands presides at meetings of the Executive Council 
when present in the Colony. 

The Legislative Council consists of the Governor, who is the 
President (with a casting vote only), the Administrator (with an 
original and a casting vote when the Governor is absent from Council), 
the Attorney-General, the Colonial Treasurer, four nominated 
members, and seven elected members. 


JUDICIAL 


A description of the judicial system is given in Part II, Chapter 9g. 


ADMINISTRATIVE ORGANISATION 


The business of Government is conducted by the following Depart- 
ments: Administration, Agricultural, Audit, Education, Electricity 
and Telephones, Labour, Legal, Medical, Police, Post Office, Prisons, 
Public Works (including Road and Water Authorities), Treasury 
(including Customs and Income Tax). 


The Government is assisted by a number of Statutory bodies and by 
committees appointed by Government. 
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Local government is entrusted to a semi-elected District Board 
in each of the six parishes, and to a Town Authority in the case of the 
town of Hillsborough in Carriacou. The membership of District 
Boards varies in number, according to the size of the parish, between 
8 and 14 members. The Town Authority of Hillsborough consists 
of the District Officer (chairman) and four other persons appouite’ 
by the Governor. 


Chapter 4:. Weights and Measures 


Imperial standard weights and measures are -establiened by statute, 
the standards being in the keeping of the Governor and the Colonial 
Treasurer jointly. Annual inspections are carried out by the Police. 


Chapter 5: Newspapers and Periodicals 


The following newspapers are published in the Colony: 


The West Indsan . : . Daily except Monday and 
Friday 
The Commentator . . Weekly 


The Government Gazette is issued every Saturday. 


Chapter 6: Reading List 
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Hay, John. <A Narrative of the Insurrection in the Island of Grenada, 
1795. London, 1823. 

Letter to the Earl of Hillsborough on the present situation of affairs in 
the Island of Grenada. London, 1769. 

A Counter-letter to the Earl of Hillsborough on the late and present state 
of affairs in the Island of Grenada. London, 1770. 
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TURNBULL, G. Narrative of the Revolt and Insurrection of the French 
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YACHTING 
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GENERAL HISTORY 
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OFFICIAL PUBLICATIONS 
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APPENDIX II 


Incidence of Income Tax on Earned Incomes 


varying between £200 and £10,000 


200 
300 
400 
500 
600 
700 
800 
goo 

1,000 
1,500 
2,000 
3,000 
5,000 
7,500 
10,000 


United Kingdom 
Canada 
Barbados 
Leeward Islands 
Other British 
Places 
U.S.A. 
France and 
Possessions 
Other Foreign 
Countries 


Single Man 


us 
Oo 
|e | 
Oo 
OR WOOD OC ORO ADA QW o & 





Marned Married Man 


Man with two 
Children 
f£ s. d. -f s. d 
23 9 Nil 
5 0 O 216 3 
716 3 5 12 6 
I2 0 10 8 8 9 
18 o 10 13 7 6 
24 O 10 19 7 6 
34 17 6 25 7 6 
45 0 0 37. 2 6 
55 2 6 47 5 09 
142 I0 0 142 10 O 
257 10 O 257 I0 O 
581 5 Oo 581 5 Oo 
1,484 11 8 1,484 11 8 
2,630 8 4 2,630 8 4 
3,776 5 0 3,776 5 0 


APPENDIX III 
Imports and Domestic Exports 








Imports Domestic Exports 
1948 1949 1948 1949 
$ $ $ $ 
1,457,406 1,771,836 1,576,050 1,589,687 
2,088,378 1,245,488 241,725 99,351 
456,790 241,186 51,083 18,828 
14,793 6,390 1,248 6,933 
815,400 1,003,351 145,911 232,957 
995,484 786,718 1,818,986 2,005,786 
13,304 21,517 1,987 — 
124,049 142,567 395,168 349,813 
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PART I 
General Review of 1950 


A memorable occasion during 1950 was the visit of Her Royal High- 
ness Princess Alice and the Earl of Athlone. During her visit Her 
Royal Highness opened the new cottage hospital at St. Andrew’s which 
has been named “‘ Princess Alice Hospital.” 

A special issue of stamps in two denominations was made to com- 
memorate the installation of Her Royal Highness as Chancellor of the 
University College of the West Indies. The windfall revenue from 
the sale of this issue was donated to the funds of the College. 

There was a labour dispute which was regrettably accompanied by 
some acts of violence. As a result of the dispute an arbitration tribu- 
nal was set up under the provisions of section 3 of the Trade Disputes 
(Arbitration and Inquiry) Ordinance, 1943 (No. 5 of 1943). The 
awards of the tribunal provided in the main for an increase of 25 per 
cent in the wages payable to the workers employed by the Grenada 
Sugar Factory Limited and for the grant of seven days’ leave on full 
pay provided they worked for not less than 200 days in a year, as well 
as for the payment of double time for work performed on public 
holidays. In order to give effect to the awards, the ex-factory price 
of sugar was increased from $7-00 to $8-00 per 100 lb. ; and the entire 
increase was passed on to the consumer. 

It was decided that the wages of Government workers should con- 
tinue to be related to those paid to agricultural labourers generally, 
Le., cocoa and nutmeg workers, and not to the wages awarded specific- 
ally to the sugar workers. Consequently the wages of Government 
workers, which had already been increased by 15 per cent in keeping 
with the recent agreement between the Grenada Agricultural Employ- 
ers Society and the Grenada Trades Union Council, were not further 
increased. In pursuance of its policy to establish equality between 
agricultural and road workers, Government agreed in principle to the 
grant of seven days’ annual leave to all road workers who work not 
less than 200 days in each year. 

1950 was a period of prosperity and high prices for both major 
crops of the island, cocoa and nutmegs. The price of copra remained 
good, the Grenada Sugar Factory: produced a record crop, and 
the price of cotton grown in Carriacou soared from 43 cents per lb. 
f.o.b. St. George’s to 66-7 cents. A very fair cotton crop of 716 bales 
was produced. Foodstuffs of local production were plentiful but 
meat and fish were generally in short supply. There was an agricultural 
and industrial exhibition in the early part of the year. 

To the cocoa industry there remains the threat of witches’ broom 
disease. The survey and control campaign was continued during the 
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year and it was established that the disease was widespread over the 
island, areas of high density of infection tending to be centered in 
centripetal fashion around the central mountain system of the island. 
The rate of spread of the disease is not rapid, nor may the intensity 
of infection on the whole be considered high. The potentialities of 
the disease, however, can hardly be underestimated. A few recalcit- 
rants can seriously prejudice the chances of success of the entire 
campaign. An order made in 1950 (S.R. & O. No. 22) outlined the 
steps to be taken by the owner-occupier of his own land to prevent the 
spread of the disease. 

During the year Grenada’s Development Plan was revised with the 
assistance of the Financial and Economic Adviser, Windward Islands. 
The revised plan shows a reduction of expenditure both from loan 
and colony funds over the period 1950-56 and a reorientation of 
expenditure with a view to increasing the plan’s economic bias. During 
1950-56 more than $1,000,000 of Development and Welfare money is 
to be devoted to agriculture and fisheries. The most expensive, but 
also the most productive agricultural scheme is for cocoa rehabil- 
itation, for which a sum of $412,000 is earmarked. Satisfactory 
progress was made during the year with the programme of work of 
the Cocoa Industry Improvement Scheme. There was a considerable 
increase in the number of plants produced. 79,500 plants were 
produced in 1950 as compared with 43,700 produced in 1949. The 
number of plants distributed during the year for planting on privately 
owned lands was 50,000. 


GENERAL REVIEW OF 1951. 


Mr. W. Macmillan was appointed Administrator of Grenada and 
arrived in the Colony on 2nd August, succeeding Mr. G. C. Green, 
C.M.G., M.B.E., who left the Colony on pre-retirement leave in June. 
Mr. J. M. Stow, C.M.G., then Administrator of St. Lucia, acted as 
Administrator during the intervening period. 

An event of outstanding importance in the field of political advance 
was the introduction of adult suffrage with the advent of a new constit- 
ution. Approximately 69 per cent of the registered electors cast 
their votes at the general elections in October. 

A description of the new constitution is given in Part II, Chapter 
3. Apart from the widening of the franchise other significant changes 
are that for the first time elected members of the Legislative Council 
have a clear majority over the ex officio and nominated members 
and the Legislative Council elects three of its elected members to serve 
on the Executive Council. The Governor ceases to be President of 
the Legislative Council, having been succeeded in this capacity by the 
Administrator. 

In February and March there was an island-wide strike of agricul- 
tural workers accompanied by some violence and looting of cocoa 
and nutmeg plantations, 
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When the labourers returned to work an agreement satisfactory to 
both sides was concluded between the Planters’ Association and the 
trade union. An interesting feature of the agreement was the creation 
of a reference board consisting of an equal number of representatives 
of both parties in addition to three independents for the purpose of 
determining any matters in dispute arising out of the agreement. Later 
in the year agreements were signed by the employers and the Clerks’ 
Union and also the Long-shoremen’s Union, without recourse to strike 
action, which speaks well for the future. 

The prices of. cocoa and nutmegs declined somewhat during the 
latter part of the year although they did not fall below a satisfactory 
level. There was evidence, however, of an arrest in the downward 
tendency. Witches’ broom disease continued to threaten the cocoa 
industry but the result of control is achieving satisfactory results. As 
a result of the fifth Oils and Fats Conference at Barbados the price 
of copra advanced from $216 (£45) to $288 (£60) per ton. Cotton 
rose by 10 cents per pound f.o.b. Grenada although, unhappily, only 
115 bales of lint were produced. The production of refined sugar 
reached the unprecedented figure of 2,758 tons. 

In 1951 an industrial expert, Mr. O. W. Roskill compiled a valuable 
report on the possibilities of developing small industries. Several of 
the suggestions he made are receiving attention either from Govern- 
ment or from private concerns. Among these is the production of 
industrial fibres with an eventual view to the local manufacture of sack- 
ing. The Director of Agriculture has already established pilot plots 
of jute in selected areas but the experiment has not reached a con- 
clusive stage. A private concern which was already producing house- 
hold soap from copra has recently imported the necessary plant for 
refining of edible oil. 

In July and August Mr. S. M. Revness, an American expert on 
tourism, visited the Colony. His interesting report was submitted 
to the Tourist Development Board and to the Committee for the 
Development of Morne Rouge for their study. Both bodies have 
approved the expert’s suggestions. There remains the problem of 
finance. In the meantime the Tourist Board has continued its efforts 
to impress Grenada on the consciousness of tourists, although its 
efforts have been hindered by the wide publicity given to the labour 
troubles. It is hoped, however, that Grenada may soon live down 
this single slur on what was a fair reputation. 

Under the revised Development Plan five new schemes were approved 
in 1951. One scheme provides for a larger and more rapid replanting 
of clonal cocoa between 1951 and 1956 than took place in the preced- 
ing five years. Another provides for the appointment of a Labour 
Adviser who will correlate and advise on the activities of the Labour 
Departments of the four Windward Islands. It is particularly hoped 
that this senior officer will be able to guide and nurture the Colony’s 
young trade unions. 


PART I] 
Chapter 1: Population 


ACCORDING to a census taken in April, 1946, the population of the 
Colony was 72,387, and at the end of 1950 it was estimated at 77,445, 
distributed as follows : 





St. George’s 5 a a6 .. 20,832 
St. John’s a es 6 i, 7,852 
St. Mark’s seis ae — asa 3,683 
St. Patrick’s es oe a4 .. 10,794 
St. Andrew’s 6 x a .. 19,138 
St. David’s 55 De A .. 7,921 
Carriacou ae - as 2 7,225 

77,445 





Births registered during 1950 numbered 2,962, of which 1,482 were 
males and 1,480 females. The birth rate was 38-6 per thousand as 
compared with 36:5 in 1949. 

The number of deaths registered in 1950 was 1,056, the death rate 
being 13.8 per thousand compared with 14-1 in 1949. The infant 
mortality rate (under one year) was 90-1 per thousand births, com- 
pared with 80-8 in the preceding year. 

There were 288 marriages during 1950. 

The total population in 1951 was 80,056. Other details are not 
available. 


—— 2: Occupations, Wages and Labour 
Organisation 


OCCUPATIONS AND WAGES 


The following table shows the distribution of the gainfully employed 
population of the Colony according to the 1946 census : 





Agriculture... aa af - a .. 12,432 
Quarrying... ae 3 2 es se 7 
Fishing ie = oe ae os x4 495 
Forestry ‘ se i ase 2 136 
Factory and workshop ai - se .. 3,980 
Construction . ns Ms sg 3,338 
Transport and communications ss - - 641 
Trade and Finance oe a3 Ea és 2,284 
Professional service .. es - si i 897 
Public service as - ie bes we 568 
Personal service oe ee se - af 486 
Domestic service .. ne Sg sg s 2,124 
Miscellaneous industries .. se 2 ee 218 

TOTAL .. 27,606 
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The supply of local labour, both skilled and unskilled, is sufficient 
to meet the demand, but as the Colony has very little industry, the 
scope for skilled labour is very restricted. 

Wage rates in the more important forms of employment are : 


per day 
Agricultural workers—male .. a oe $1 -20 
female .. oe a $1 -00 
Government road workers—male ay sa $1 -20 
female .. ood $1 -00 
Artisans—skilled = rv 1% im $2 -S6— $2 -88 
semi-skilled .. ae ss = 96 cents— $2 -56 


per hour 
Waterfront workers es ie a .. 44 cents—46 cents 


per month 
Shop assistants—town of St. George’s 
male .. $20 -00 
female $15 -00 
town of Grenville 
male .. $18 -00 
female $13 -50 


male .. $15 -00 
female $11 -24 


under 18 years of age 80 per cent of above rates. 


other districts 


Workers in the various industries are required to work 8 hours per 
day. Agricultural workers are usually required to work a 10-day 
fortnight. Shop assistants work 6 days per week, but receive a half 
holiday in each week. 


COST OF LIVING 


The cost-of-living index for agricultural workers stood at 216 at 
the end of 1950 and at 263 at the end of 1951 (August, 1939 = 100). 


LABOUR DEPARTMENT 


The staff of the Labour Department consists of a Labour Officer, a 
Labour Inspector, one clerk (Class III) and one lady clerk. The 
Labour Officer is responsible for ensuring compliance with all labour 
legislation, and is required to pay regular visits to estates and other 
places of employment to ensure that conditions of employment are 
satisfactory and that statutory minimum wage rates are being paid. 
He is responsible for carrying out the Government’s policy of foster- 
ing the development of the trade union movement ; he advises trade 
unions generally and undertakes conciliation in ’ disputes between 
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employers and workers. An Advisory Board is entiiaied by statute 
to assist the Labour Officer and to advise Government generally on 
matters affecting labour. 


MIGRATION OF LABOUR 


The density of population (544 to the square mile) with its conse- 
quent unemployment problem, which is common to the West Indies, 
tends to encourage emigration. The former main sources of employ- 
ment abroad—Curacgao and Aruba in the Netherlands West Indies— 
no longer provide a significant outlet. It was possible, however, to 
obtain employment for a small number of men—200—in agriculture 
in the United States of America during the course of 1951 under the 
scheme for the temporary employment of British West Indians in 
agricultural work in the U.S.A. which is operated by the Regional 
Labour Board on behalf of participating British West Indian Govern- 
ments. 


TRADE UNIONS 


There are three registered unions in the Colony which are all open 
to all classes of workers. The membership of the Grenada Manual 
and Mental Workers’ Union and the Grenada Labour Party (General 
Workers’ Union) is, however, recruited mainly from the ranks of 
agricultural workers. The Grenada Workers’ Union specialises 
mainly in organising the waterfront workers and the clerks and shop 
assistants in commerce. 


LABOUR LEGISLATION 


The principal labour legislation in force is as follows : 

The Department of Labour Ordinance (No. 16 of 1940) and sub- 
sidiary Orders made thereunder. 

The Workmen’s Compensation Ordinance (No. 19 of 1934) and 
amendments thereto. 

The Trade Unions and Trade Disputes Ordinance (No. 20 of 1951). 

The Trades Disputes (Arbitration and Inquiry) Ordinance (No. 5 
of 1943). 

The Employment of Women, Young Persons and Children Ordinance 
(Cap. 75). 

The Recruiting of Workers Ordinance (No. 17 of 1939). 

The Public Utility Undertakings and Public Health Services 
Arbitration Ordinance (No. 3 of 1951). 

The Wages Council Ordinance (No. 4 of 1951). 

The Accidents and Occupational Diseases (Notification) Ordinance 
(No. 9 of 1951). 


REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE 


Chapter 3: Public Finance and Taxation 


The following table shows the revenue and expenditure of the 


Colony for the five-year period 1947-51 : 


Revenue 


Year 


ee “Ope 
. 3,651,308 


C.D. 
& W. 


$ 
147,924 
210,278 


75,599 
508,341 


290,720 


Total 


3,942,028 


oe ads 
Local C.D 
Expenditure & W. Total 
$ $ $ 
2,287,612 226,041 2,513,653 
3,038,431 253,570 3,292,001 
2,935,924 227,370 3,163,294 
2,813,955 165,427 2,979,382 
3,534,508 305,907 3,840,415 


The main heads of revenue and expenditure for the last three years 
were as follows : 


Customs 


Harbour dues 
Income Tax .. 


Licences, Excise, &e. 
Other Duties and Taxes 


Fees of Court or Office, &c. 
Post Office .. 

Electricity, Telephones, &e. 
Miscellaneous ; 
Colonial Development and 


Welfare 


The Governor 


Legislature 


Administration 


Central Housing and Plan- 
ning Authority zi 


Central Road Authority 


Central Water cael = 


Charitable 


1949 


$ 

1,337,441 
40,377 
391,771 
291,197 
54,051 
102,773 
126,819 
100,695 
127,134 


75,599 


$2,647,857 


EXPENDITURE 
1949 


$ 
19,403 
11,992 
65,795 
113,226 
15,896 


16,016 
232,098 
47,208 
47,221 

9 


1950 
$ 


1,977,145 
45,135 
380,366 
237,952 
159,469 
157,416 
100,932 
110,692 
97,812 


508,342 


$3,775,261 


1950 
$ 
21,949 


17,557 


64,469 
101,015 
14,321 


68,594 
285,663 
48,886 
47,378 


1951 
$ 
2,083,748 


290,720 


$3,942,028 


1951 


$ 
18,428 
39,228 
75,058 
120,593 
17,934 


5,944 
350,498 
60,148 
53,260 
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EXPENDITURE—continued. 
1949 


1950 1951 
$ $ 

Colonial oeveropuat and 

Welfare... . ifs 227,370 165,427 305,907 
Education .. 288,930 358,360 423,653 
Electricity, Telephones, etc. 158,738 122,893 151,698 
Food Storage Centres on 9,584 6,064 — 
Labour ~ 6,140 6,849 9,119 
Legal and Judicial . 49,350 66,047 69,576 
Loans and Advances 3,786 4,462 30,660 
Medical and Sanitary 363,810 370,487 494,610 
Miscellaneous 168,912 173,728 190,624 
Pensions 86,433 81,537 117,192 
Police 179,163 © 154,898 264,972 
Port and Marine 31,546 14,697 20,423 
Post Office 86,826 96,152 100,225 
Prisons : 19,132 29,280 55,436 
Public Debt . 106,524 109,480 108,400 
Public Library 5,099 5,974 7,152 
Public Works Department. . 70,062 48,000 50,340 
Public Works Extraordinary 451,420 146,977 208,911 
Public Works Recurrent 117,905 187,378 302,581 
Subventions af s 33,319 42,222 54,527 
Supply Control os és 13,977 13,312 13,410 
Treasury and Customs... 116,413 105,327 119,909 


$3,163,294 $2,979,383 $3,840,416 


PUBLIC DEBT 


The Colony’s public debt as at 31st December, 1951, amounted to 
$1,367,365 -96 made up as follows: 


$ 
Sundry Debenture Holders (Colony) . , ~ 480-00 
Electric Lighting and eee Reconstruction Loan 195,419 -84 
Road Loan 5 140,677 -80 
St. Andrew’s Market Loan ad 7 33,144 -62 
St. Andrew’s Water Supply Extension Loan . 2 17,275 -06 
Sundry Public Works Loans .. ss 119,450 -38 
Imperial Govt. for Colonial Development Loans .. 59,498 -74 
National Debt Commissioners of the U.K. .. ss 1,739 -52 
Public Works Loan 1936 are as ‘5 es 799,680 -00 


$1,367,365 -96 


Accumulated sinking funds amounted to $629,060. 
A statement of assets and liabilities at 31st December, 1951, is 
shown at Appendix I. 
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CUSTOMS AND EXCISE 


The customs tariff is based on both ad valorem and specific rates, 
the former varying from 5 per cent to 424 per cent, separate rates 
being prescribed under British preferential and general heads. Since 
1939, a war tax in the form of a surcharge on import duty, varying 
between 10 per cent and 20 per cent, has been imposed. 

The only article liable to excise duty is rum, the duty on which is 
$2-81 per proof gallon, plus a war tax of 30 per cent. A trade duty of 
50 cents and 66 cents per proof gallon is also imposed on local rum 
and imported spirits respectively. A war tax of 30 per cent is payable 
on this duty. 

STAMP DUTIES 


Stamp duties and postage stamps produced revenue amounting to 
$138,051 in 1950 and $256,043 in 1951. 


PROPERTY TAX 


There is a land tax of 24 cents per acre, and a house tax, on houses 
of a rental value of over $24 per annum, is levied on a sliding scale, 
varying between $1-20 per house, not exceeding $28-80 per annum 
rental value, and 8 per cent, in the case of houses of over $144-00 
rental value. 


INCOME TAX 
Income tax is based upon the chargeable income for the year 
immediately preceding the year of assessment, and is charged at the 
following rates : 


Individuals 
For every dollar or part thereof of the chargeable income— 
First $ 500 3 cents 
Next $ 500 4, 
” $ 500 6 99 
” $§ 500 8 29 
» $ 500 10 ,, 
» $ 500 12 ,, 
» § 500 14 ,, 
» $ 500 16 ,, 
» $ 500 18 ,, 
» $$ 500 20 ,, 
» $2,500 2) 6 
» $2,500 30 _,, 
» $2,500 BD. ss 
» $2,500 40 ,, 
» $2,500 
and over .. i se Se os oe: TOU os 


Companies - bs - . = 30 per cent 
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Allowances for Individuals 


(a) Personal allowance— $480 for a resident in the Colony or for 
a British subject. 

(b) Life insurance premium—premium up to one-sixth of charge- 
able income after deducting the allowances at (a) above. 

(c) Allowance of wife $240, and each child $240. 


The incidence of income tax on individuals at varying income levels 
is given in the table at Appendix I. 


ESTATE DUTY 
Estate duty is payable at the following rates : 


When the principal value Estate Duty shall be pay- 
of the Estate able at the rate per $480 
(£100) 
$ $ $ 

Exceeds 480 but not 1,440 4 -80 

3 1440 ,, ,, 2,400 9 -60 

_ 2,400 ,, 5, 4,800 19 -20 

_ 4,800 ,, 5, 14,400 24 -00 

- 14,400 ,,  ,, 24,000 36 -00 

_ 24,000 ,, ,, 48,000 60 -00 

_ 48,000 ,, -,, 96,000 72-00 

i” 96,000 ,,  ,, 192,000 96 -00 

) 192,000 ,,  ,, 288,000 120 -00 

- 288,000 and upwards 192 -00 


Only one-half of the above rates are paid in respect of property 
passing on death to the mother, wife and children of the deceased ; 
but, in respect of property passing to any person other than the father, 
mother, husband, wife, brother, sister, niece, nephew, or lawful issue 
of the deceased, the rates of estate duty are twice those prescribed by 
the Schedule above. 


Chapter 4: Currency and Banking 


With effect from Ist January, 1948, the unit of Government account 
became the West Indian dollar at the fixed rate of $4-80 to the £ 
sterling. 

Notes issued by the Eastern Caribbean Currency Board were 
introduced in 1951 when the Windward Islands joined with the other 
British territories in the Eastern Caribbean (Barbados, British Guiana, 
the Leeward Islands and Trinidad) in currency unification. Notes 
issued by the Government of Trinidad and Tobago, Barclays Bank 
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(Dominion, Colonial and Overseas) and the Royal Bank of Canada 
continue as legal tender but are being withdrawn and the banks’ 
powers of note issue have been terminated. Legislative provision 
has been made for eventual unification of coin in the Eastern Carib- 
bean but in the meantime British coinage continues as legal tender. 

There is a branch of Barclays Bank (D.C. & O.) and one of the 
Royal Bank of Canada in St. George’s and an agency of each in the 
town of Grenville. Each bank maintains a savings department. 

The Grenada Co-operative Bank Ltd. provides loan and credit 
facilities and also maintains a savings department. Loan facilities 
are also provided by the Building and Loan Association. 

There is a Government Savings Bank established as a sub-depart- 
ment of the Treasury, with a branch in every parish. The number of 
a ieecie at the end of 1951 was 9,178 and deposits amounted to 


Chapter 5: Commerce 


The following table shows the total value of imports and of exports 
(including re-exports) during the last five years : 


Imports Exports 
$ $ 
1947 6,211,901 4,767,865 
1948 6,120,644 4,363,325 
1949 5,410,559 4,403,535 
1950 6,024,371 7,020,826 
1951 7,897,358 6,646,291 


Manufactured articles, foodstuffs and drink account for the major 
portion of the Colony’s imports, their source being the United King- 
dom, other West Indian islands, Canada, the United States of America 
and Germany. The principal items during the last two years were : 


1950 1951 


Quantity Value Quantity Value 

$ ‘ $ 
Fish, all kinds lb. .» 1,524,193 266,756 1,291,937 266,225 
Flour Ib. .. 7,287,058 600,280 7,892,250 693,634 
Lumber, undressed, sup. ft. .. 1,354,276 329,991 1,390,031 427,242 
Boots and shoes _ doz. pr. 11,029 183,793 43,707 258,002 


Cotton piece-goods yd. .. 863,794 393,174 954,987 522,597 
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The principal exports during the last two years were : 


1950 1951 
Quantity Value Quantity Value 
$ $ 
Cocoa cwt. .» 40,227 2,434,634 48,504 3,576,116 
Nutmegs ss .. 61,947 3,217,574 23,152 1,429,961 
Mace 4 .. 6,515 726,741 5,199 746,665 
Raw cotton se, se 22s 112,823 346 25,174 
Copra _ .. 3,664 39,322 5,987 80,617 
Lime oil Ib. .. 4,799 48,691 3,695 51,573 


Chapter 6: Production 


AGRICULTURE 


The Colony’s production for export is entirely agricultural. Food for 
local consumption is also produced but there is appreciable room for 
expansion in this branch of agriculture, the quantities produced being 
frequently short of the minimum needs of the community. Efforts 
are being constantly made to encourage the growing of food crops. 

Estate agriculture is responsible for the major portion of the export 
crops, but peasant agriculture is of considerable importance. 

There is little cultivable land which is not utilised, and there are 
some 4,000 acres of Crown land of which 3,000 is under forest. In 
addition, there are about 13,000 acres of forest land under private 
ownership. Marshy, steep and otherwise unsuitable land comprises 
about 2,000 acres, leaving about 60,000 suitable for agriculture. The 
major crops grown are cocoa and nutmegs, for which the environment 
is admirably suitable. Sugar cane is grown mainly in the southern 
portion of the island where the terrain is more gently sloping. The 
topography of the island and the relatively small agricultural units 
make mechanical tillage difficult and in some cases impracticable, 
particularly in the case of the tree crops mentioned. A brief account 
of the main export crops follows. 


Cocoa 


Owing to a number of economic factors and also to the senility of 
the trees and the ravages of pests, exports have declined from 135,500 
cwt, in 1908 to 48,504 cwt. in 1951. It is confidently hoped, however, 
that the Cocoa Industry Improvement Scheme and the campaign for 
the control of witches’ broom disease will restore production to its 
former level. The following table shows the exports of cocoa for the 
years 1947-51 : 
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Year Exports (cwt.) Value ($) 
1947 Se Be ar 45,241 1,625,198 
1948 = ne bes 52,200 2,529,770 
1949 ee a - 48,482 1,749,550 
1950 tes as eu 40,227 2,434,634 
1951 se se aid 48,504 3,576,116 


Nutmegs and Mace 


In 1946 the Grenada Co-operative Nutmeg Association was estab- 
lished under the Nutmeg Industry Ordinance, 1946, to safeguard and 
promote the interests of the nutmeg industry, and in particular to 
market the nutmegs and regulate and control their export. During 
1950 and 1951 the quantities delivered to the Association’s receiving 
and curing centres were as follows : 


. 1950 1951 
lb. lb. 
Cured in shell a ee .. 4,169,008 | 2,718,947 
Uncured in shell .. 5 .. 5,654,455 6,219,893 
Grinders... ats Be is 97,776 94,560 
Whole Mace ue 5 a 613,043 501,284 
Broken Mace ‘ig a a 196,735. 187,362 


During 1951 good progress was made in the construction of two 
large receiving and curing centres situated at Gouyave and Victoria, 
and the Association was thus in a position to encourage the delivery 
of larger quantities of uncured nutmegs than had been the case hitherto. 

The following table shows exports of nutmegs, mace and nutmeg 
oil for the years 1947-51 : 





Year Nutmegs Mace Nutmeg Oil Total Value 
(cwt.) - (cwt.) (Ib.) $ 

1947 .. 35,398 5,892 270 2,873,592 

1948 .. 19,004 4,039 2,430 1,507,661 

1949 .. 44,908 6,289 3,690 2,274,774 

1950 .. 61,947 6,515 6,280 3,976,488 

1951 .. 23,152 5,199 5,040 2,199,514 

Cotton 


Cotton of the variety known as “ Antilles ”’ is produced exclusively 
in the dependency of Carriacou. Prices within recent years have been 
good. Improvement in ginning has been secured by the establishment 
by Government on behalf of the growers of a central ginnery which 
handles the entire crop. The output in the last two years has been 
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716 bales (or 2,128 cwt.) valued at $112,823 in 1950 and 115 bales 
(346 cwt.) valued at $25,174 in 1951. Weather conditions were for |: 
the most part responsible for the decline in production in 1951. 


Copra 


The price of copra was increased from $204 per ton in 1949 to ‘ 
$216 per ton in 1950 and $288 per ton in 1951. Exports of coprain * 
1951 amounted to 5,987 cwt. valued at $80,617 in 1951 as compared — 
with 3,664 cwt. valued at $39,322 in 1950. Production of locally © 
made laundry soap during 1951 was 450,000 lb. In addition, 158,200 
Ib. of coconut meal were produced for local consumption. Exports — 
of whole nuts were 25,417 valued at $1,203. | 


Bananas 


Exports of bananas in 1950 totalled 22,676 stems, of which 19,350 
were count bunches, valued at $30,936. Of these exports 18,89 
stems valued at $25,696 were shipped to the United States of America. — 
Exports in 1951 were 14,145 stems valued at $18,481. Shipments were 
mainly to Eire, the United States of America and the Netherlands — 
West Indies. : 


Limes 


The following table shows the exports of lime oil and lime juice for | 
the years 1948-51. 











Year Lime Oil Lime Juice Total Value 
(1b.) (gallons) ( 

1948 .. <4 < 10,628 5,417 49,547 

1949 .. od a 5,360 24,210 35,171 

1950 ss us fs 4,799 28,611 52,599 

1951 .. - as 3,695 45,810 68,169 
FISHERIES 


Fishing is practised mainly along the leeward or western coast of 
the island. Methods are primitive but picturesque and exciting, the 
beach seine and the hand line being the chief methods of capture. 
Fish-pots are also used close in shore. Few facilities exist for the 
storage and preservation of catches. The demand is good but supplies 
are inadequate. A Fishery Officer has now been appointed (0 
investigate the development of the industry and instruct fishermen 10 
the use of modern types of gear. 


MINING 
There are no known mineral deposits in the Colony. 
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PROCESSING INDUSTRIES 


The Colony’s industries are mainly confined to sugar, rum and lime 
oil. Unrefined sugar is manufactured in a factory erected in 1935 
and designed to meet the Colony’s needs. A record total of 2,758 
tons of sugar were produced by the Grenada Sugar Factory Limited 
in 1951 as compared with 1,669 tons in 1950. Exports of molasses in 
1951 were 28,159 gallons valued at $9,036. The seven distilleries 
in operation produced 98,424 gallons of rum in 1951 as compared with 
52,031 gallons in 1950. Of these totals the Grenada Sugar Factory 
produced 54,096 gallons in 1951 as compared with 29,965 gallons in 
1950. 

A modern cigarette factory, using imported dried leaf, has been 
operating successfully for several years, and meets the Colony’s needs 
for the cheaper grade of cigarette. 

Two small soap factories utilising locally grown copra produce 
almost sufficient laundry soap to meet the needs of the Colony. One 
factory also manufactures a limited amount of edible oil and stockfeed. 

Baskets, brooms and hats are made by peasants for sale locally, 
and in one area, where the requisite “ pine’ grows in profusion, the 
residents make “‘ plait” from the dried leaves for sale to a local 
company which converts it into hats, bags, slippers, etc. The finished 
articles find a ready market amongst tourists as well as locally and 
there is a small export trade. 


Chapter 7: Social Services 


EDUCATION 


Primary education is provided in 53 schools, 12 of which are main- 
tained entirely by Government, the remainder being denominational 
schools in receipt of grants-in-aid from Government. All teachers’ 
salaries are provided by Government, and, for the most part, the 
schools may be considered to be maintained from public funds, save 
for the maintenance of the buildings. The policy recently adopted 
will involve the gradual replacement of dilapidated buildings by 
Government-owned buildings constructed to a standard model, and 
operated by the denomination concerned under an agreement with 
Government. There are, in addition, three housecraft and three 
handicraft centres. 

Government expenditure on primary education has been rising 
steadily in recent years, the figure in 1950 being $266,267 (or $20-66 
per child), as compared with $291,612 (or $23 -38 per child ) in 1951. 
The total amount contributed by all denominations (exclusive of the 
rental value of buildings) in 1951 was $10,629. 
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In 1951 there were 18,114 children on the rolls of the elementary 
schools. The average attendance was 12,473 or 68-8 per cent of the 
number enrolled. Compulsory attendance is enforced only in two 
areas where accommodation is regarded as. adequate ;_ its general 
enforcement has been delayed by lack of accommodation. 

There are five secondary schools (one Government and four grant- 
aided) with a total roll of 1,027 of which 117 are scholarship or 
exhibition holders. Two of these schools are for boys only, two for 
girls only and one is co-educational. The Grenada Boys’ Secondary 
School and the St. Joseph’s Convent offer boarding facilities. 

There are no facilities for technical education. 

The Government awards biennially a scholarship tenable at a 
university in the British Commonwealth and an agricultural scholar- 
ship tenable at the Imperial College of Tropical Agriculture, Trinidad. 
A number of scholarships are also available under various Develop- 
ment and Welfare schemes. 

During the period 1950-51, three new school buildings have been 
erected. These buildings are modern in design and pleasing in appear- 
ance. They were built by the Public Works Department to plans designed 
by the Executive Architect of the Windward Islands, in consultation 
with the Educational Adviser, Development and Welfare Organisation, 
and with the local Education Department. Two of the schools have 
been built under the new arrangement by which Government provides 
school buildings to be leased to denominations. The school at Tivoli, 
St. Andrew’s, accommodates 400 pupils and the Anglican school at 
St. Giles 300 pupils. The third school completed was the Belair 
Government School for 400 pupils. 

Adult Education Evening Institutes, Pre-Vocational Institutes and 
Continuation Classes provide academic training and classes in tailor- 
ing and dressmaking, needlework, cookery, carpentry, etc. The 
total enrolment was 587 with an average attendance of 431. 


HEALTH 


The staff consists of a senior medical officer, nine district medical 
officers, a physician superintendent, a surgeon specialist and a resident 
medical officer attached to the Colony Hospital in St. George’s, two 
medical officers conducting a yaws and venereal diseases campaign, 
a dental surgeon and an ophthalmic surgeon. . 

There are small hospitals in St. Andrew’s and Carriacou, in the 
charge of district medical officers. The St. Andrew’s Hospital is a 
modern 32-bed building. There are 21 district medical visiting 
stations situated throughout the Colony in the charge of resident 
nurse-midwives ; the district medical officer visits them to attend to 
patients on fixed days each week. There are health centres in St. 
George’s, St. John’s and St. Mark’s. 

‘ > is a chief sanitary inspector and 12 district sanitary inspectors, 

om possess the R.S.I. diploma. 


—- 
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The general health of the Colony is fairly satisfactory and there have 
been no epidemics of infectious diseases recently. 

Malaria is still prevalent in several areas mainly along the coast 
but due to anti-malaria measures very few cases now occur in the 
capital town of St. George’s. A large mosquito-breeding swampy — 
area at Morne Rouge near St. George’s has been filled and drained. 
Permanent anti-malaria drainage work is also being undertaken in 
other parts of the Colony. An epidemic of malaria in Carriacou in 
October-November, 1951, was quickly brought under control by DDT 
house to house spraying. 

Since 1948 an anti-venereal disease and yaws campaign has been 
organised and large numbers of cases have been seen and treated with 
most satisfactory results. 

Efforts are being made to reduce the infant mortality rate which 
has varied between 90 and 120 per thousand for many years. The 
rates for the period 1946-50 were : 


1946 ie .. 116-4 
1947 si .. 100-5 
1948 = xx “1033 
1949 a .- 80:8 
1950 - ge QO] 


Maternity and child-welfare work is now being carried on not only 
in the three health centres, but also in the 21 district visiting stations. 


HOUSING 


The standard of housing in towns is good, save for the slum areas 
where overcrowding is the main feature. Improvement of housing 
conditions among the labouring population is one of the Colony’s 
greatest needs. There is a Central Housing and Planning Authority 
but progress has been slow. 


Chapter 8: Legislation 


1950 


During 1950, 20 Ordinances were enacted of which eight were 
amending Ordinances. The following deserve special mention : 

The Cocoa (Cess) Ordinance (No. 1) provides for the imposition of 
a cess of one cent on every pound of cocoa exported. The proceeds 
of the cess are to be used for financing a cocoa replanting programme. 

The Income Tax (Amendment) Ordinance (No. 4) abolishes the 
allowance of 10 per cent of earned income of an individual and 
increases the tax on the chargeable income of a company from three to 
six shillings in the pound. 
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The Boy Scouts Association Ordinance (No. 6) makes provision for 
the protection of the activities and interests of the Boy Scouts Associ- 
ation in the Colony. 

The Sale of Produce (Amendment) Ordinance (No. 10) prohibits the 
sale of cocoa in the pod and restricts the sale of wet cocoa to one day 
per week in order to discourage larceny of cocoa. 

The British Nationality (Offences, Penalties and Fees) (Amendment) 
Ordinance (No.12) provides that the fees in the schedule thereto shall 
be paid to the Colonial Treasurer for the benefit of the general revenue 
of the Colony. 

The Hospitals Ordinance (No. 13) makes provision for the establish- 
ment and management of hospitals in the Colony and for fixing the 
fees to be paid by patients therein. 

The Motor Vehicles and Road Traffic (Amendment) Ordinance (No. 
15) makes provision for licences for motor vehicles to be issued either 
yearly or half-yearly, instead of only half-yearly. 

The General Loan and Stock Ordinance (No. 17) repeals and re- 
places the General Loan and Inscribed Stock Ordinance and provides 
for the creation of stock which can be transferred by an instrument 
in writing instead of by inscription. 

The Loan (Development Plan) Ordinance (No. 20) authorises the 
Governor, or the Crown Agents for the Colonies acting on his behalf, 
to raise, by loan in London, an amount of $1,500,000 to be appropri- 
ated and applied to purposes connected with the Revised Development 
Plan for the Colony for the years 1950 to 1956 inclusive. 


1951 


During 1951, 34 Ordinances were enacted of which 18 were amend- 
ing Ordinances. The following deserve special mention : 

The Public Order Ordinance (No. 1) prohibits the wearing of uniforms 
in connection with political objects and the maintenance by private 
persons of associations of military or similar character ; and makes 
further provision for the preservation of public order on the occasion 
of public processions and meetings and in public places 

The Public Utility Undertakings and Public Health Services Arbitra- 
tion Ordinance (No. 3) provides that a dispute in any of the services 
to which the Ordinance refers must be referred to a tribunal con- 
stituted under the Ordinance before any strike or lock-out can take 
place. It also provides that an award of the tribunal shall be binding 
on the parties concerned. 

The Wages Councils Ordinance (No. 4) provides for the establish- 
ment of Wages Councils. Where a Wages Council has been set up 
for a particular industry it has power to recommend the minimum 
wage and the holiday remuneration for that industry. When its 
recommendations have been approved by |the Governor they are 
published as a “‘ Wages Order ” and have the force of law. 

The Importation of Publications (Prohibition) Ordinance (No. 5) 
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gives power to the Governor in Council to prohibit the importation 
of publications where such importation is contrary to the public 
interest. 

The Agricultural Fires Ordinance (No. 7) provides for regulating the 
setting of fires on agricultural land. 

The Accidents and Occupational Diseases (Notification) Ordinance 
(No. 9) provides for the notification of accidents and occupational 
diseases to the Labour Officer. 

The Legislative Council (Elections) Ordinance (No. 10) implements 
the “ new ”’ constitution recently granted to Grenada and it provides 
for the registration, on the basis of adult suffrage, of persons entitled 
to vote at elections of Members of Legislative Council. 

The Sedition Ordinance (No. 14) defines sedition and provides for 
the suppression thereof. 

The Trade Unions and Trade Disputes Ordinance (No. 20) amends 
and consolidates the law relating to trade unions and trade disputes 
in the Colony, and provides for the annual accounts of each union to 
be submitted to the Registrar on or before a specified date. 

The Distressed Seamen Repatriation Ordinance (No. 21) provides 
that no master of a ship going to a foreign port shall engage any sea- 
man to serve on such ship before entering into a bond in the sum of 
$240 for the repayment of all expenses incurred for the relief, main- 
tenance, medical attention and repatriation of any such seaman to a 
proper return port in the event of such seaman being shipwrecked, 
discharged or becoming distressed. 

The Firearms (Amendment) Ordinances (Nos. 25 and 26) makes it 
possible to issue annual licences under the Ordinances instead of 
half-yearly ones thus reducing the amount of clerical work involved 
in the issue of these licences. They also provide that licences shall 
only be issued to persons who have certificates from the Superintendent 
of Police as to their fitness to use the firearm mentioned therein. 


Chapter 9: Justice, Police and Prisons 


JUSTICE 


The system of law which is administered in the Colony may be divided 
into statute law, that is to say locally enacted legislation, and the 
common law of England. 

The courts in which the law is enforced are the Supreme Court and 
the Magistrates’ Courts. 


The Supreme Court 


The jurisdiction of the Supreme Court falls under four. heads : 
(a) original ; (b) summary ; (c) appellate ; and (d) criminal. 
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(a) Original Jurisdiction. n this sphere the Court has power 
to hear and determine all matters which are heard and determined in 
England by the High Court of Justice, namely, King’s Bench Division, 
Probate, Divorce and Admiralty Division and Chancery Division. 

Appeals from this Court lie to the West Indian Court of Appeal 
and thence to the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council. 

(b) Summary Jurisdiction. This jurisdiction is exercised in all 
personal actions where the sum claimed must not exceed £20, in 
ejectment actions concerning properties of a rental value not exceed- 
ing £20 a year, in certain proceedings where relief in the nature of an 
injunction is sought, and in all other actions where the subject matter 
of the proceedings does not exceed £300 in value. 

(c) Appellate Jurisdiction is confined to the hearing and determin- 
ation of appeals from the Magistrate’s Court. 

(d) Criminal Jurisdiction. n the exercise of its criminal jurisdic- 
tion the Court has cognisance of all treasons, felonies, misdemeanours 
and offences committed in the Colony or within three miles of any 
of the shores of the Colony ; and of all treasons, felonies, mis- 
demeanours and offences authorised to be tried and determined in 
this Court under and by any Imperial Statute now or hereafter to be 
passed for this purpose. Appeals lie from this Court to the Windward 
Islands and Leeward Islands Court of Appeal. 


The Magistrate’s Court 


This court has a civil as well as a criminal jurisdiction. 

(a) Civil Jurisdiction. Subject as otherwise provided under the 
Magistrate’s Ordinance, 1936 (No. 21 of 1936)—as amended—all 
actions : 


(1) of contract or tort where the amount claimed or value 
of the thing claimed whether as a debt, balance of account, 
or damages or otherwise, is not in the case of actions of 
contract more than £20, and in the case of actions of tort 
more than £10 ; 

(2) in all other matters in which jurisdiction is by any law 
expressly given to Magistrates or Justices of the Peace 
may be commenced in this court, and all such actions shall 
be heard and determined in a summary manner accord- 
ing to the provisions of the Ordinance. 


Where in any action the debt or demand claimed consists of a 
balance not exceeding £20, after an admitted set-off of any debt or 
demand claimed or recoverable by the defendant from the plaintiff, 
the court has jurisdiction to hear and determine such action. 

The court has jurisdiction in the following cases, that 1s to say : 


(i) where the plaintiff or defendant resides in the district ; or 
(ii) where the cause of action has arisen wholly or in part 
within the district ; or 


Pa pore 
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(iii) where the chattel or thing which is the subject of the 
action is in the district. 


A Magistrate has no jurisdiction to try any action mentioned in 
paragraph (i) above when any question of title to land arises or in 
which the title to any corporeal or incorporeal hereditaments is in 
question ; but a Magistrate has jurisdiction to try any such action, 
and may proceed to judgment, if, in his opinion the issue really in dis- 
pute between the parties, do not involve such title ; or with the consent 
of all parties to the action ; or without such consent if in his opinion 
the value of the land in question is not more than £20. 

The consent of the parties must, where given, be entered in the record 
of the proceedings and signed by the parties or their respective 
solicitors or counsel. 

Whenever an action involving a question of title to land or in which 
the title to any corporeal or incorporeal hereditaments is in question 
is tried by a Magistrate, he is required to give his judgment in writing, 
and within seven days thereafter he must transmit the same duly 
5 by him to the Registrar of the Supreme Court for record in his 
office. 

Any appeal from this Court lies to the Supreme Court in its sum- 
mary jurisdiction. 

(b) Criminal Jurisdiction The court can hear and determine all 
complaints or information for summary offences. 

The Colony is divided into three magisterial districts, namely, 
“ Northern,” consisting of the Dependency of Carriacou and the 
islets adjacent thereto ; ‘“‘ Eastern,” comprising the parishes of St. 
Patrick, St. Andrew and St. David; ‘“ Western,” comprising the 
parishes of St. George, St. John and St. Mark. There are three 
Magistrates, one for each district. The Magistrate of the Northern 
District is also Legal Assistant to the Attorney General. 


Court of Appeal 


The Chief Justice attends, as a member, the sittings of the West 
Indian Court of Appeal, wherever held. He is also President of the 
Court of Appeal for the Windward Islands and Leeward Islands. 


POLICE 

Organisation 

The authorised strength of the Police Force at the end of 1951 was 
three gazetted officers and 197 other ranks, the actual strength being 
one constable under establishment. It is commanded by a Superint- 
endent and is organised in two police districts, the Eastern and West- 
ern. Each district is under the charge of an Inspector. Headquarters 
are in St. George’s, situated in the Western District. There are 
12 police stations, one of which is in the dependency of Carriacou. A 
third Inspector is in charge of the Criminal Investigation Department. 
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In addition to the C.I.D. with its finger-print and photographic sections 
there are special branches dealing with immigration, traffic, motor 
transport and training. 

During 1951 the Grenada Volunteer Constabulary was established 
consisting of three officers and 200 other ranks. All members attended 
a fortnight’s camp in August and the voluntary attendance at drills 
held twice weekly at every police station throughout the Colony was 
high. There is now a long waiting list of men wishing to join. 


Crime 


A table showing the number and classification of crimes and offences 
committed during 1949, 1950 and 1951 is given in Appendix III. The 
total number of crimes and offences (exclusive of road traffic offences) 
known to the Police during 1951 was 3,337, an increase of 84 over the 
figure of 1950 and of 1,026 over that of 1949. The total number of 
persons prosecuted was 2,463. Of this number 2,094 were convicted 
and 369 acquitted. Of the convicted persons, 1,587 were males, 474 
females and 33 under 17 years of age. There was an increase in all 
categories of crime known to the police, except crime against the 
person, where there was a decrease of 46 as compared with the number _ 
reported in 1950, but which was an increase of 216 over the number 
reported in 1949. Although the number of persons convicted in 1951 
was high, it must be remembered that a large portion of this number 
represents persons who were proceeded against for offences committed 
during the period of unrest in February and March, which would not 
normally have been committed. Housebreaking and stealing were 
still the most common forms of crime. The incidence of praedial 
larceny was very high. 


Road Traffic 

At the end of 1951 there were 928 licensed motor vehicles and 
1,348 persons in possession of driving permits. One hundred and 
fifty nine drivers were examined and passed by the Police Examiner 
during 1951. Road accidents of all types totalled 181, six persons 
being killed and 94 injured. 


Fire Brigade 

The Fire Service of the Colony is provided by the Police Fire Brigade 
whose members are trained constables permanently seconded to the 
Fire Service. During 1951 this was brought up to its established 
strength of 22. The main Fire Brigade is at St. George’s with a 
detachment at Grenville for the protection of that town and Pearls 
Airport. 


Government Band 


Although not trained in police duties, members of the Government 
Band wear police uniforms and are under the control of the Super- 
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intendent of Police. The strength of the Band was increased in 1951 
to 15. ' 


PRISONS 


One prison is maintained in the Colony. The main building con- 
tains 76 cells for men and there is an adjoining building with eight 
cells, including two association cells for women. An infirmary of six 
beds is provided in the men’s section and one of three beds in the 
women’s section. There is no special provision for juveniles. 

There was a steep rise in the prison population figures in 1951 due 
to the convictions following the labour disturbances of February and 
March, 1951. The daily average population, which was 85 -6 in 1950, 
rose to 97 -7 in 1951. 

This increase necessitated an increase in staff and three male officers 
were temporarily employed to deal with the extra work. The staff at 
the end of 1951 consisted of the Superintendent, one chief officer, 
one senior Officer, two principal officers, ten junior officers, four 
temporary officers, one matron, one assistant matron and one clerk. 

The main prison occupations are agriculture, animal husbandry, 
tailoring, shoemaking, baking, handicrafts and cleaning the grounds 
of government buildings. 

There are no facilities for classification owing to limitations of space. 
An attempt was made during 1948 to classify young prisoners. These 
are placed in charge of special officers and they work, eat and sleep 
in certain sections of the premises apart from the older recidivists. 
They concentrate on vegetable gardening and in the rearing of small 
stock. 

Indoor recreation is provided, and an educational film show is 
given every month by the Education Department. There is a small 
library and gifts of magazines and papers are occasionally made by 
interested persons. In 1949 lighting was provided in cells to enable 
prisoners to use the evening hours for reading and handicraft work 
in their cells. 

A Discharged Prisoners Aid Committee was appointed in 1949 ; 
its purpose is to befriend prisoners and assist them in their rehabilitat- 
ion on release from prison. 


Chapter 10: Public Utilities and Public Works 


ELECTRICITY 


The sole source of electricity in Grenada is the Government power 
station at Burns Point, in the town of St. George’s, adjacent to the 
Customs Pier. The station is equipped with one 40 k.w. diesel engine 
two of 150 k.w. each, and one of 300 k.w. installed in 1948. The 
station building was extended in 1948 to house the new unit and an 
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extension of the refrigeration plant. The average daily output is 
2,650 units and extensions of mains are being provided as and when 
demand warrants. Power is supplied at 400 volts, 50 cycles, 3 phase, 
and light at 230 volts single phase. 


COLD STORAGE 


There are three cold storage rooms with a total capacity of 2,000 
cu. ft., and an ice making plant with a daily output of 10 tons. 


TELEPHONES 

The Government-owned telephone service which covers the whole 
island through six exchanges has been a source of considerable anxiety 
for some years because of difficulties in replacing material. The 
monthly rental of a telephone is $2-88 and of a switch extension 
$1-44. Installations in business premises of a rental value of over 
$144 per annum cost $4-80 per month and $2-40 for an extension 
of an existing installation. 


WATER SUPPLY 


The water supply system, which provides pipe-borne water for 
every town and for almost every village of any appreciable size through- 
out the island, is under the control and supervision of the Public 
Works Department. Two important water supply extensions in the 
the parishes of St. Andrew and St. Patrick have now been laid. A 
third new supply with its source at St. David’s is expected to be com- 
pleted shortly ; this will relieve the shortage of water in the St. David's 
parish and mainly in the southern part of the parish of St. George's, 
where owing to development in recent years, there was a great need 
for pipe-borne water. 


Chapter 11: Communications 


AIR 


Communications by air with other islands is maintained by the 
regular flights of 24- and 32-passenger planes of British West Indian 
Airways Ltd. The schedules vary from time to time but regular 
flights are provided for on five or six days every week. 

The airfield is located in the north-eastern corner of the island, and 
has a runway of 5,280 feet with a width of 150 feet. The surface 
is bitumen-treated and the foundation is bouldered and constructed 
to stand landing weights up to 300 lb. per square inch. 
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SHIPPING 

The needs of the Colony in so far as cargo services are concerned 
are adequately met by calls of the Harrison Line steamers from the 
United Kingdom, and by calls of ships of the Canadian National 
Steamship Co., and of the Alcoa Line from Canadian and United 
States ports. Several small steamers ply between the islands. Pass- 
enger ships are uncertain ; there is no direct service to the United 
Kingdom and travel by sea to Europe is through Trinidad, where 
bookings are difficult to secure. Small steamers and motor vessels 
cater for inter-island travel, but the facilities are scarcely adequate. 
Auxiliary schooners fill a useful role in the transportation of traders 
and their wares. 

The island possesses a well-sheltered natural harbour in St. George’s 
with a deep-water pier with an average depth of 30 feet alongside, 
which can accommodate two steamers each of about 5,000 tons at a 
time. Government warehouses on the pier receive cargoes: discharged 
direct from ships. Pilotage is advisable but not compulsory. 


ROADS 

Grenada has a good network of motorable roads. There are 
approximately 472 miles of good road, divided into four classes accord- 
ing to standard of construction. About 200 miles of roadway have 
an Oiled surface with widths varying from 12 to 18 feet on first and 
second class roads, and from 10 to 14 feet on third and fourth class 
roads. A first class road runs entirely round the island as well as 
across it in two directions. Transport is provided by motor vehicles 
up to a limit of five tons when loaded. Within recent years a prog- 
ramme of widening surfaces and opening up and improving corners 
has been carried out. . 

A single span steel bridge was erected over the St. John’s River at 
a cost of $111,344 in 1950, and replaced a concrete bridge which was 
demolished by storm water in 1938. 


POSTS 
Besides the General Post Office in St. George’s, there are six district 
post offices where all postal facilities are provided. In addition, 
there are 22 postal stations, serving rural areas, where stamps may be 
bought and letters posted and received. 


TELEGRAPHS 
There is no Government-operated telegraphic service. Cable and 
Wireless (West Indies) Ltd. maintains cable services with the outside 
world. A Government-owned wireless telephone service maintains 
contact with Carriacou. 


BROADCASTING 
An Experimental Broadcasting Station is in operation in order to 
determine the most suitable wavelength and locality for the establish- 
ment of a Windward Island Broadcasting Station. 


PART III 
Chapter |: Geography and Climate 


THE Colony of Grenada includes the island of Carriacou about 20 
miles to the north and all the islets (known as the Grenadines) lying 
between. Grenada is the most southerly of the group known as 
the Windward Islands—the others being St. Vincent, St. Lucia and 
Dominica. It lies 90 miles north of Trinidad and 68 miles south- 
south-west of St. Vincent, and is situated between 12° 15” and 11° 
59” north latitude and 61° 35” and 61° 48” west longitude. It is 21 
miles long and 12 miles at its greatest breadth, and is estimated to 
cover an area of 120 square miles. Carriacou is about 13 square 
miles. 

Grenada is in structure a moderately eroded volcanic pile. In 
general it consists of a somewhat disordered topography of mountains 
and fairly deep steep-sided valleys. The island is an irregular oblong 
in shape, lying due north and south, broader at its southern than its 
northern end. A backbone of mountains traverses the whole length, 
closer to the western than the eastern coastline. The highest points 
are Mt. St. Catherine (2,749 feet), Mount Sinai (2,300 feet), and the 
mountain overlooking the Grand Etang Lake (2,014 feet). From 
the north-east end and along the east and south-east, the mountains 
slope gradually towards the sea, but on the whole of the west coast 
the mountains run down to the sea. The south coast is deeply in- 
dented by numerous natural harbours. 

In consequence of its formation, the island is singularly beautiful 
whether viewed from the sea, from one of its forest-clad heights, or 
from the air. It is abundantly watered, being intersected in every 
direction, except the extreme south, by streams, though none of these 
is sufficiently large or constant to provide hydro-electric power. How- 
ever, they enable pipe-borne potable water to be supplied to all towns 
and villages. Additional services to meet the needs of the areas not 
previously served are in course of construction. There are also 
several mineral and other springs. The Grand Etang Lake near the 
summit of a mountain, 1,740 feet above sea level, and 7 miles from the 
town of St. George’s, is one of the most remarkable natural features 
of the island. The lake occupies the place of a former volcanic crater. 
Lakes Antoine and Levera at the northern end of the island were 
formerly ash craters. 

The island is divided for purposes of local municipal administration 
into six parishes, five of which have a town on the seaboard, each 
managed by a semi-elected District Board. Carriacou is treated as 
a parish, but its municipal affairs are ‘managed by a Town Authority. 
St. George’s, the capital, is situated on a sheltered bay and land- 
locked harbour in the south-western part of the island, and is the 
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headquarters of the Governor of the Windward Islands. Its deep- 
water pier provides safe and convenient berthage for fairly large 
steamers and its harbour is a haven for small yachts voyaging through 
the chain of islands. 

The climate is good and during the months of December to the end 
of April, when the trade winds prevail, it is delightful. From July 
to October, there is greater humidity with higher temperatures, and 
little variation between night and day. The climate may be regarded 
as hot during this period, but it is not unhealthy at any time during 
the year. There are two main seasons—the dry, which extends from 
the end of January to May, and the wet, which occupies the rest of 
the year, but these seasons are irregular and frequently overlap. The 
temperature in December and January is most pleasant, at nights 
falling as low as 65° even in the lower lands, while in the mountains 
it is relatively cold, dropping as low as 60° in some parts. In the 
wet season it is hot and oppressive, and 83° in the hills and 90° on 
the low lands may be accepted as normal highest shade temperatures. 
The mean average daily temperature in 1948 ranged between 78 -9° in 
the morning and 77-1° in the evening. The seasonal variation as 
between hot and cool seasons ranged from 79 -9° in the June-Novem- 
ber to 78 -4° in December-May. 

The rainfall varies very considerably according to locality, the 
average in the coastal districts being about 60 inches, and in the 
mountainous interior 150 to 200 inches. In the extreme south- 
_ western corner the average is about 30 inches while at the meteoro- 
logical station just outside St. George’s (507 feet above sea level) the 
i ee is about 70 inches. The average at Carriacou is about 50 
inches. 

The island is singularly free from hurricanes and storms. 


Chapter 2: History 


_ Grenada was discovered by Christopher Columbus on 15th August, 
1498, and named by him “ Conception.” It was at that time inhabited 
by Caribs, who were left in undisturbed possession for just over 100 
_ years. The first attempt to colonise the island was made by a com- 
_ pany of London merchants, who equipped three ships and despatched 
them with that object. They arrived on Ist April, 1609, but were so 
persistently harried by the Caribs that they abandoned the settlement 
_ and what was left of them arrived back in London on 15th December 
that same year. About the year 1626, both English and French 
_ appear to have set covetous eyes on the unappropriated island, and 
It was included among the theoretical possessions of the French 
Company of the Islands of America founded in that year by Cardinal 
Richelieu. In the following year it was included in the general grant 


30 GRENADA 


Fof the ‘“‘ Caribbees > made by King Charles I to the Earl of Carlisle. 

— Neither nation, however, took further steps until 1638, when a French- 
man named Poincy attempted to land but was driven off by the Caribs. 
In 1650, MM. Houel and DuParquet, shareholders of the French 
company referred to above, purchased the island, together with 
Martinique and St. Lucia, from the company for a sum equivalent 
to £1,660. DuParquet landed in Grenada with 200 adventurers in 
June of that year. The Caribs offered no resistance to the settlement 
and it is recorded that the island was ceded by them to the French 
nation in lawful purchase for some knives and hatchets and a large 
quantity of glass beads, besides two bottles of brandy for the Chief 
himself. 

In 1651, DuParquet left the island in the care of a relation of his 
named LeCompte, but the Caribs became hostile and DuParquet sent 
300 men to reinforce the settlers, and with instructions to wipe out the 
aborigines. In 1657, DuParquet sold the island to the Comte de 
Cerillac for about £1,890, and in 1664 the King of France transferred 
the island to the French West India Company, the Comte de Cerillac 
being paid the sum of 10,000 crowns for his rights in the following 
year. Upon the dissolution of the French West India Company by 
royal edict in 1674, the island passed under the dominion of the French 
crown. 

Following surrender to a British squadron under Admiral Rodney 
in 1762, the island passed under British dominion, and in the following 
year it was ceded to Great Britain under the Treaty of Paris. It 
was then formed into a single Government with the islands of Do- 
minica, St. Vincent, and Tobago and the first Governor arrived in 
1764. The island became a separate Colony with Tobago in 1776. 

In 1779, Grenada once more passed into the hands of the French, 
following the defeat of the forces under General Sir George (after- 
wards Lord) Macartney by the Comte D’Estaing. In 1784, Grenada 

- and the Grenadines were finally restored to Great Britain by the 
Treaty of Versailles. 

In 1795, an insurrection against British rule led by a French colonist 
named Julien Fedon massacred British subjects including the 
Lieutenant-Governor. The insurrection was subdued the following 
year. 

In 1833, Grenada was included in the general Government of the 
Windward Islands, comprising Barbados, Grenada, St. Vincent and 
Tobago, and their dependencies, and placed under the administration 
of a Lieutenant-Governor. In 1875 the constitution was reformed by 
the passing of an Act creating a single Legislative Chamber of 9 
nominated and 8 elected members in lieu of the House of Assembly 
and Council ; but at its first meeting in February, 1876, the Legis- 
lative Assembly passed an address to the Queen seeking the vesting of 
the Government in Her Majesty. On 3rd December, 1877, the 
Colony was proclaimed a Crown Colony by virtue of an Imperial 
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Order in Council which empowered Her Majesty to comply with the 
wishes of the Legislative Assembly. Thus came into being a Legis- 
lative Council composed of equal numbers of official and nominated 
members. On Ist April, 1925, it was superseded by a Legislative 
Council comprising three nominated and five elected unofficials, and 
seven Officials in addition to the Governor as President. 

By an Imperial Order in Council dated 27th October, 1936, the 
constitution was again varied by the reduction of the number of official 
members to three and by the increase of unofficial representation 
to four nominated and seven elected members, the Governor when 
presiding have a casting vote only. The first general election under 
this constitution was held on 18th March, 1937. 

On Ist January, 1940, the island of Dominica was included in the 
Windward Islands Group by Imperial Order in Council. 

On Ist June, 1945, the office of Administrator was constituted by 
an amendment to the Grenada (Legislative Council) Order in Council 
in substitution for the office of Colonial Secretary. 

The constitution was further varied in 1951 by an Imperial Order in 
Council dated Ist August, 1951. A description of the constitution 
is given in the succeeding chapter. The constitutional change was 
accompanied by the introduction of adult suffrage which was provided 
for eee the Legislative Council (Elections) Ordinance, 1951 (No. 
10 of 1951). 


Chapter 3: Administration 


The Government of the Colony is provided for under the Letters 
Patent 1951 and Royal Instructions. The Letters Patent, after 
constituting and prescribing the office of Governor of the Windward 
Islands, provide for the appointment of an Administrator for each of 
the Windward Islands, namely Grenada, St. Vincent, St. Lucia and 
Dominica. They provide also for an Executive Council and Legis- 
lative Council. 
. The Executive Council of Grenada is presided over by the Governor, 
if he is present, and consists of the Administrator, the Attorney- 
General and the Colonial Treasurer as ex officio members, one official 
member, being a person holding a public office in the Colony, one 
nominated member, being a nominated member of the Legislative 
Council and three elected by the Legislative Council from among its 
na members. In the absence of the Governor the Administrator 
presides. 

Under the Royal Instructions the Governor or the Administrator 
as the case might be, is normally required to consult with Executive 
Council in the exercise of his authority but he may act in opposition 
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to the advice tendered to him by the members of the Council, in which 
case the Governor is required to report the matter to the Secretary of 
State by the first convenient opportunity with the reasons for his 
action or the action of the Administrator as the case might be. 

The Legislative Council, which is the legislative body of the Colony, 
consists of the Administrator, as President, two ex officio members, 
three nominated members and eight elected members. The Council 
elects one of its members to be Deputy President. The presiding 
member has no original vote but if upon any question the voting is 
equally divided he has a casting vote. 

The Legislative Council is empowered to make laws, styled Ordin- 
ances, which take effect when assented to by the Governor on behalf 
of Her Majesty the Queen. Under Royal Instructions, a reservation 
is made providing that the Governor shall not, without the prior 
approval of the Secretary of State, assent to certain bills including 
bills dealing with questions of divorce, currency, banking, tariff 
preferences, international treaty obligations, discipline and control of 
Her Majesty’s Forces, and bills imposing disabilities or restrictions or 
granting advantages or privileges to persons of any racial or religious 
community. Any law to which the Governor shall have given his 
assent may be disallowed by Her Majesty the Queen. 

There is a Legislative Council, Standing Committee on Finance, 
consisting of the Administrator and Colonial Treasurer as ex officio 
members and all the unofficial members of the Council as unofficial 
members. The Administrator is ex officio chairman of the Standing 
Committee but only the unofficial members may exercise votes. 

All votes entailing expenditure from public funds for which the 
sanction of the Legislative Council is necessary are considered by 
the Standing Committee on Finance before they are submitted to the 
Council for its acceptance. No item of expenditure that has not 
been previously approved by the Committee may be submitted for the 
consideration of the Council unless a motion to that effect be made 
otherwise. 


ADMINISTRATIVE ORGANISATION 


The business of Government is conducted by the following Depart- 
ments: Administration, Agricultural, Audit, Education, Electricity 
and Telephones, Labour, Legal, Medical, Police, Post Office, Prisons, 
Public Works (including Road and Water Authorities), Treasury 
(including Customs and Income Tax). 

The Government is assisted by a number of statutory bodies and by 
committees appointed by Government. 

Local government is entrusted to a semi-elected District Board 
in each of the six parishes, and to a Town Authority in the case of 
the town of Hillsborough in Carriacou. The membership of District 
Boards varies in number, according to the size of the parish, 
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between 8 and 14 members. The Town Authority of Hillsborough 
- consists of the District Officer (chairman) and four other persons 
appointed by the Governor. 


Chapter 4: Weights and Measures 


Imperial standard weights and measures are established by statute, 
the standards being in the keeping of the Governor and the Colonial 
Treasurer jointly. Annual inspections are carried out by the Police. 


Chapter 5: Newspapers and Periodicals 


~The following newspapers are published in the Colony : 


The West Indian .. ee ead nent penne and Friday. 
The Official Newsletter .. Weekly. 


The Government Gazette is issued every Sanday: 


Chapter 6: Reading List 
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_ GarraAway, D. G. Short Account of the Insurrection of 1795-96. 

_ Grenada, Chronicle Office, 1877. 

_ Grenada Handbook, 1946. Barbados, Advocate Co. 

Hay, John. A Narrative of the Insurrection in the Island of Grenada, 
1795. London, 1823. 

Letter to the Earl of Hillsborough on the present situation of affairs in 
the Island of Grenada. London, 1769. 

A Counter-letter to the Earl of Hillsborough on the late and present 
state of affairs in the Island of Grenada. London, 1770. 

_ A Narrative of Governor Melvill’s Administration in the Island of 

_ Grenada. London, n.d. c. 1769. 

- A Narrative of the Proceedings upon the Complaint against Governor 

~ Melvill. London, 1770. 

- Brief Enquiry into the Insurrection in Grenada. In a letter from a 

Grenada Planter to a Merchant in London. London, 1796. 

- TURNBULL, G. Narrative of the Revolt and Insurrection of the French 
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burgh, 1795. 

- A Review of the Events which have happened in Grenada from the 
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APPENDIX _III. 
Numbers and Classification of Crimes and Offences committed during the years 1949, 1950 and 1951. 
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AN ECONOMIC SURVEY OF THE COLONIAL 


TERRITORIES, 1951 


The results of the first periodic survey since 1937 presented in seven 


@ volumes. 


Volumes I to VI describe the economic features of each area, while 


f Volume VII deals with the commodities produced in the Colonial 


territories as a whole. 
Each volume contains information covering the period from 1938 to 


VOLUME I. 


| VoLUME II. 


} VoLUME III. 


VOLUME IV. 


VOLUME V. 


~ VoLuME VI. 


VoLuME VII. 


} the latest year for which it is available. 


The Central African and High Commission Territories 
(Northern Rhodesia, Nyasaland, Basutoland, Bechuan- 
aland and Swaziland). Published March, 1952. 

Colonial No. 281-1. 25s. (25s. 3d.) 


The East African Territories (Kenya, Uganda, Tangan- 
yika, Zanzibar and the Somaliland Protectorate), with 
Aden, Mauritius and Seychelles. 


Colonial No. 281-2. In preparation 


The West African Territories (Nigeria, the Gold Coast, 
Sierra Leone and the Gambia), with St. Helena. 
Published February, 1952. 

Colonial No. 281-3. 25s. (25s. 4d.) 


The West Indian and American Territories (Jamaica, 
Trinidad, Barbados, British Guiana, British Honduras, 
the Leeward Islands and the Windward Islands), with 
the Bahamas, Bermuda and the Falkland Islands. 
Published February, 1953. 


Colonial No. 281-4. 40s. (40s. 6d.)- 


The Far Eastern Territories (The Federation of Malaya, 
Singapore, Hong Kong, North Borneo, Sarawak and 
Brunei). — 

Colonial No. 281-5. In preparation. 


The Mediterranean and Pacific Territories (Cyprus, 
Gibraltar, Fiji, the Gilbert and Ellice Islands, Tonga 
and the New Hebrides). This volume also includes 
a chapter on the economic situation of Malta. Published 
April, 1953. 

Colonial No. 281-6. 30s. (30s. 4d.) 


Products of the Colonial Territories. Published Decem- 
ber, 1952. 
Colonial No. 281-7. 42s. (42s. 6d.) 


Prices in brackets include postage. 


HER MAJESTY’S STATIONERY OFFICE 
at the addresses on cover page iii or through 
any bookseller. 





COLONIAL OFFICE 


A Selection of Publications 


THE COLONIAL TERRITORIES 
1951-52 


The record of a year’s progress of Britain’s dependent 
territories towards responsible self-government. 


(Cmd. 8553) 4s. 6d. By post 4s. 9d. 


COLONIAL DEVELOPMENT 
CORPORATION 


The Report and Accounts for 1951 of the central body 
responsible for administering financial aid for commercial 
projects in the Colonial territories. 


(H.C. 167) ) 3s. By post 3s. 13d. 


COLONIAL RESEARCH 1951-52 


Reports of the 
Colonial Research Council. 
Colonial Products Research Council. 
Colonial Social Science Research Council. 
Colonial Medical Research Committee. 


Committee for Colonial Agricultural, Animal Health, and 
Forestry Research. 


Colonial Insecticides Committee. 

Colonial Economic Research Committee. 

Tsetse Fly and Trypanosomiasis Research Committee. 
Colonial Fisheries Advisory Committee. 

Director Anti-Locust Research Centre. 


(Cmd. 8665) 6s. 6d. By post 6s. 10d. 


Obtainable from 
H.M STATIONERY OFFICE 


at the addresses shown on cover page iii 


or through any bookseller 





Digitized by Google 


COLONIAL REPORTS 
ANNUAL REPORTS 


BASUTOLAND GOLD COAST N. RHODESIA 
BECHUANALAND HONG KONG NYASALAND 

PROTECTORATE JAMAICA SARAWAK 
BRITISH GUIANA KENYA SIERRA LEONE 
BR. HONDURAS FED. OF MALAYA SINGAPORE 
BRUNEI MAURITIUS SWAZILAND 
CYPRUS NIGERIA TRINIDAD 
FIJI NORTH BORNEO UGANDA 


BIENNIAL REPORTS 


ADEN *GIBRALTAR *ST. VINCENT 
*BAHAMAS *GILBERT AND SEYCHELLES 
*BARBADOS - _ELLICE Is. SOLOMON IS. 

BERMUDA *GRENADA *SOMALILAND 

CAYMAN IS. LEEWARD IS, *TONGA 

DOMINICA NEW HEBRIDES TURKS AND 
*FALKLAND IS. *ST. HELENA _ CAICOS IS. 
*GAMBIA ST. LUCIA | ZANZIBAR 


*These territories will produce a Report for 1950-51 
and the remainder for 1951-52. 


A standing order for selected Reports or for the 
complete series will be accepted by any one of the 
Sales Offices of H.M. Stationery Office at the following 
addresses : {York House, Kingsway, London W.C.2; 
+423 Oxford Street, London W.1 ; 13a Castle Street, 
Edinburgh 2; . 39 King Street, Manchester 2 ; 
2 Edmund Street, Birmingham 3; 1 St. Andrew’s 
Crescent, Cardiff; Tower Lane, Bristol 1; 80 
Chichester Street, Belfast. 


A deposit of £6 (six pounds) should accompany 
standing orders for the complete series. 


t+Post Orders for these Sales Offices should be sent 
to P.O. Box 569, London S.E.1. 


ORDERS MAY ALSO BE PLACED THROUGH ANY BOOKSELLER 
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PART I 
Review of 1952 


1952 was the Colony’s first full year of the new constitution which was 
introduced with the general elections of the previous year. A number 
of new personalities were brought into the political field including the 
first elected lady member—a welcome innovation in Grenadian politics. 

A Labour Adviser was appointed to assist in the fostering of healthy 
trade union practices in the Colony and in the other Windward Islands. 
Disputes between longshoremen and stevedores on the one hand and 
shipping agents on the other were brought to an agreed settlement. The 
Wages Regulations (Clerks) Order, 1952, was made to regulate the 
wages of clerical and commercial employees. 

Cocoa averaged better prices than had been estimated and the crop 
was up nearly 4,000 bags over the previous year. The campaign against 
Witches Broom disease made good progress and benefitted from the 
abnormally dry season. There was a decline in the production of nut- 
megs and mace. The price of copra improved from £50 to £52 10s. per 
ton. Cotton rose from 67-7 cents to 76-7 cents per Ib. f.o.b. Grenada 
and 493 bales were harvested against 342 in 1951, a rise of about 44 
per cent. The total value of the Colony’s exports in 1952 were slightly 
up on 1951. 

A further free grant of $264,000 was approved by the Secretary of 
State from Colonial Development and Welfare funds to finance the 
continuation of the Cocoa Industry Improvement Scheme. 

A grant of $150,000 was made from Colonial Development and Wel- 
fare funds for the establishment of a Windward Islands Broadcasting 
Station with headquarters in Grenada. 


REVIEW OF 1953 


Sir Robert Arundell left Grenada on 19th January to assume the 
Governorship of Barbados. He was succeeded as Governor by 
Mr. E. B. Beetham, C.M.G., C.V.O., O.B.E., who arrived in the Col- 
ony on 12th May. 

Among the distinguished visitors to the Colony were the Right 
Honourable the Earl of Munster, Parliamentary Under-Secretary of 
State for the Colonies, a delegation from the United Kingdom Branch 
of the Commonwealth Parliamentary Association, Mr. lan Wallace, 
O.B.E., head of West Indian Department “ A ” in the Colonial Office, 
the Finance Minister of the Government of Jamaica, the Secretary of 
State’s Advisers on Overseas Information Services and on Fisheries and 
His Grace the Archbishop of York. 

Cocoa sales exceeded the estimate considerably. The Cocoa Industry 
Improvement Scheme made extremely satisfactory progress. 
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Sales of nutmegs and mace slightly exceeded expectations, but the 
former fell below those of 1952. 

As a result of an understanding reached between the Agriculturists’ 
Union and Antilles Products Ltd., regular shipments of bananas from 
St. George’s port commenced in September, 1953. Both the Agricultur- 
ists’ Union and the Government are doing everything possible to en- 
courage an increased cultivation of lacatan bananas for export, and the 
dae already embarked on a campaign among the peasants to 
this end. 

The anti-mosquito campaign sponsored and very largely paid for by 
the World Health Organisation and the United Nations Children’s 
Fund began in May, and 7,581 houses were sprayed with D.D.T. 
insecticide during the first six months. There was also an island-wide 
B.C.G. vaccination campaign sponsored and assisted by the same 
bodies during the latter part of 1953. 

The Public Works Department completed the new fire station at 
Burns Point and also built a new school at Beaulieu and Vendome. 
Considerable improvements were also made to a number of medical 
visiting stations in Grenada, Carriacou and Petit Martinique. 

A London firm of engineers and architects visited the Colony in 
February and confirmed the need for a major rehabilitation of the St. 
George’s Pier. 

In 1953 Works Committees were set up in the Electricity and Tele- 
phones Department, in the Water Section of the Public Works Depart- 
ment, and the Medical and Sanitary Department. These departments 
are the principal ones affected by the Public Utility Undertakings and 
Public Health Services Arbitration Ordinance which was enacted in 
1951 to prevent any sudden dislocation of the essential services by 
action resulting from trade disputes. The object of the committees is to 
provide a means for regular discussion and settlement of any grievances. 

Colonial Development and Welfare schemes for the development of 
small-scale agriculture, and investigation into peasant holdings and 
forestry were approved during the year. The first of these 1s the contin- 
uation of the previous scheme which largely maintained the Colony’s 
agricultural stations. Experiments in artificial insemination are a new 
feature of the scheme. 

The BBC Engineer in charge of the establishment of the new Wind- 
ward Islands broadcasting station arrived in the Colony in May. After 
his preliminary investigations it was decided to site the station in the 
Morne Rouge area where Government has made the necessary lands 
and buildings available for the transmitting station. Work is now in 
progress on the site. 


PART II 
Chapter 1: Population 


ACCORDING to a census taken in April, 1946, the population of the 
Colony was 72,387. The estimated population for the years 1951, 1952 
and 1953 were as follows : 


TOS) es, eC 80,056 
TOS2: 2 «mie She, ee. wae 82,086 
POSS et, ee, ee es 84,007 


Births registered during the three years were as follows : 
1951 1952 1953 


Males wk as 1,571 1,564 1,639 
Females .... _.... 1,466 1,555 1,644 
Total aaa 3,037 3,119 3,283 


The birth rates were 38-6 per thousand in 1951, 38-5 in 1952 and 39-5 
in 1953. 

The number of deaths registered were 1,276 in 1951, 1,255 in 1952 
and 1,084 in 1953. The death rates per thousand were 16-2, 15-5 and 
13-0 respectively. The infant mortality rates (deaths under one year) 
were 105-7 per thousand births in 1951, 96-8 in 1952 and 67-6 in 1953. 

There were 364 marriages registered 1 in 1951, 329 in 1952 and 330 in 
1953. 


Chapter 2: Occupations, Wages and Labour 
Organisation 


EMPLOYMENT 


The following table shows the distribution of the gainfully employed 
population of the Colony according to the 1946 census : 


Agriculture 2.0000 sete tte 12,432 
Quarrying ee caneee annette 7 
Fishing: ~~ ac, owas a 495 
FOrestiy. cic. da oni tek 136 
Factory and workshop ge see sees 3,980 
Construction 2k ete 3,338 
Transport and communications a5 vse aos 641 
Trade and finance nn tte 2,284 
Professional service 2, ttt 897 
Public service 0 eee een 568 
Personal service 9. nets ttt 486 
Domestic service 0. tects 2,124 
Miscellaneous industries 2.0000 ae tees 218 

TOTAL __.... 27,606 
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The supply of local labour, both skilled and unskilled, is sufficient to 
meet the demand, but as the Colony has very little industry, the scope 
for skilled labour is very restricted. 

The density of population (544 to the square mile) tends to encourage 
emigration. The former main sources of employment abroad—Curacao 
and Aruba in the Netherlands West Indies—no longer provide a 
significant outlet. It was possible, however, to obtain employment for 
a small number of men in the United States of America (150 in 1952 
and 32 in 1953) under the scheme for the temporary employment of 
British West Indians in agricultural work in the U.S.A. which is oper- 
ated by the Regional Labour Board on behalf of participating British 
West Indian Governments. 


WAGES AND HOURS 
Wage rates in the more important forms of employment are 


Agricultural workers—male s,s $1-20 
female 2.000 ass $1-00 


Government workers—male ...  ... $1-20 
female ... 000 was $1-00 


Artisans—skilled nets $2 - 56—$2-88 
semi-skilled __..... ie eet as 96 cents—$2:56 


per hour 


Waterfront workers sa.) ee eee 55 cents—69 cents 


per month 

Shop assistants—town of St. George’s 
Wholesale ..... $40 -00 
Retail... $35-00 


town of Grenville 
Wholesale ..... $35-00 
Retail _...... $30-00 


other districts 
Wholesale ...... $30-00 
Retail _...... $25-00 


The hours of work are generally eight per day. Agricultural workers 
are usually required to work a 10-day fortnight. Shop assistants work 
54 days per week. 


COST OF LIVING 


The cost-of-living index for agricultural workers stood at 284 at the 
end of 1952 and at 289 at the end of 1953 (August, 1939 ==100). 


OCCUPATIONS, WAGES AND LABOUR ORGANISATION 7 
Retail Prices of Principal Items of Consumption 


Item Unit of August, 3lst December, 31st December, 
Quantity 1939 1952 1953 
cents cents cents 
Foop 
Rice... Ib 4 12} 14 
Flour .. re 4 13 13 
Sugar : Searles ; 5 123 154 
Unrefined crystals _,, 4 9 10} 
Unrefined Wet - 3 8 8 
Salt Fish ss me te 9 36 36 
Ground Provisions : 
Sweet Potatoes re 2 7 7 
Yams ss 2 8 8 
Tannias - 3 8 8 
Fruits : 
Plantains, green _,, 4 8 8 
9 ci 29 6 9 9 
Bluggoes . is 1 3 4 
Bananas - $ 4 4 
CLOTHING 
ae Ly yard rf $1 -02 88 
hyr ore 5 57 
Drill: Khaki is 24 96 $1 -12 
White i. 24 $1 +16 $1 -18 
Shoes: Men .. pair $2 -82 $4 -30 $4 -15 
Women és $2 -16 $3 -44 $3 -36 
FUEL AND CLEANING 
Kerosene ae 19 50 50 
Matches ‘ box 1 1 2 
Soap... us ict bar 10} 34 36 
Charcoal (less than 12 Ib.) 1b. — | 3 3 
ALL OTHERS 
Cup and saucer “a each 20 40 41 
Plate .. zs as = 14 42 42 
Cutlass a age ee 32 66 79 
Fork, agricultural .. . $1 -68 $5 -60 $5 -52 
Medical a - - 26 24 24 
Benefit Society ee m 12 12 12 





LABOUR DEPARTMENT 


The staff of the Labour Department consists of a Labour Officer, a 
Labour Inspector and two clerks. The Labour Officer is responsible for 
ensuring compliance with all labour legislation, and is required to pay 
regular visits to estates and other places of employment to ensure that 
conditions are satisfactory and that statutory minimum wage rates are 
being paid. He is responsible for fostering the development of the 
trade union movement ; he advises trade unions generally and under- 
takes conciliation in disputes between employers and workers. An 
Advisory Board is constituted by statute to assist the Labour Officer 
and to advise Government generally on matters affecting labour. 


8 GRENADA 
TRADE UNIONS 


There are six registered unions in the Colony ; 


31st December, 1953, was as follows : 


Organisation 


Grenada Workers’ Union 


Grenada Labour Party 
(General Workers’ Union) 


Grenada Manual and Mental Work- 
ers’ Union ae 


Society of Agricultural Taboureks i 


Grenada Seamen and Waterfront 
Workers’ Union 


Grenada Agriculturists’ Union 


their membership at 


_ Type of Membership 


Open to all classes of 
workers 


99 


Open to agricultural 
workers on Plaisance 
Estate, St. John’s. 


Open to all waterfront 
workers. 


Open to all employers 
of agricultural labour. 


The first two unions listed comprise the Grenada Trades Union 


Council. 


LABOUR LEGISLATION 


The principal labour legislation in force is as follows : 
The Department of Labour Ordinance (No. 16 of 1940) and sub- 


sidiary Orders made thereunder. 


The Workmen’s Compensation Ordinance (No. 19 of 1934) and 


amendments thereto. 


The Trade Unions and Trade Disputes Ordinance (No. 20 of 1951). 
The Trade Disputes (Arbitration and Inquiry) Ordinance (No. 5 of 
). 


1943 


The Employment of Women, Young Persons and Children Ordinance 


(Cap. 75). 


The Recruiting of Workers Ordinance (No. 17 of 1939). 
The Public Utility Undertakings and Public Health Services 


Arbitration Ordinance (No. 3 of 1951). 


The Wages Council Ordinance (No. 4 of 1951). 
The Accidents and Occupational Diseases (Notification) Ordinance 


(No. 9 of 1951). 


Chapter 3: Public Finance and Taxation 


REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE 
The following table shows the revenue and expenditure of the Colony 


for the five-year period 1949-53 : 


Revenue 


Local C.D. 
Year Revenue & W. Total 
$ $ $ 
1949 2,572,258 75,599 2,647,857 
1959 3,266,920 508,341 3,775,261 
1951 3,651,308 290,720 3,942,028 
(952...  3,589,1C1 288,783 3,877,884 
1953 3,631,078 275, 721 6,799 


Local 
Expenditure 


3 949, 572 


Expenditure 
C.D 


& W. 





4,346,816 


The main heads of revenue and expenditure for the last three years 


were as follows : 


REVENUE 
1951 

$ 
Customs gs sag 2,083,748 
Harbour Dues _.....__..... 45,000 
Income Tax... ues 534,959 
Licences, Excise, &c. _...... 319,721 
Other Duties and Taxes _..... 104,798 
Fees of Court or Office, &c. 151,646 
Post Office .0000 0 kes 202,278 
Electricity, Telephones, &c. 127,686 
Miscellaneous ns ass 81,472 


Colonial Development & Welfare 290,720 
$3,942,028 

EXPENDITURE 

1951 

$ 
The Governors ws ass 18,428 
Legislature oe sane 39,228 
Administration _..... i Ske 75,058 
Agriculture 0... cee sane 120,593 
Audit sean 17,934 
Central Housing and Plan- 

ning Authority _..... aes 5,944 
Central Road Authority _..... 350,498 
Central Water Authority ..... 60,148 
Charitable 0000 case 53,260 
Colonial Development & Welfare 305,907 
Education 2. sates 423,653 
Electricity and Refrigeration 100,297 
Judicial tee 58,369 
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1952 


$ 
2,069,502 


55,385 
592,780 
331,579 

62,199 
137,985 

79,128 
143,381 
117,161 
288,784 


$3,877,884 


1952 
$ 


23,229 
30,810 
81,083 
150,051 
19,346 


637 
262,260 
67,219 
60,693 
278,895 
445,111 
103,265 
65,990 


1953 


$ 
1,871,679 


46,687 
636,158 
346,587 

99,965 
219,008 
104,435 
143,36€ 
163,193 
275,721 


$3,906,799 


1953 
$ 
26,729 


267,356 
75,608 
60,956 

397,244 

516,218 

140,746 
72,628 
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EXPENDITURE—continued. 
1951 1952 1953 
$ $ $ 
Labour... mes 9,119 11,909 12,122 
Legal (esate 11,207 10,454 14,070 
Loans and Advances __...... 30,660 41,163 5,093 
Medical and Sanitary __...... 494,610 528,248 573,214 
Miscellaneous ~_......._—__..... 190,624 133,768 162,461 
PensionS nn, sae 117,192 105,296 119,995 
Police ttt 264,972 301,266 309,701 
Port and Marine... __..... 20,423 15,889 19,009 
Post Office ... _..... ike 100,225 80,080 100,107 
PrisonS (okt tees 55,436 39,389 55,084 
Public Debt 0000 108,400 106,525 184,903 
Public Library —......._—s_...... 7,152 8,160 9,693 
Public Works —....)._—— 50,340 47,016 64,141 
Public Works Recurrent _..... 302,581 263,938 188,521 
Public Works Extraordinary 208,911 109,325 133,165 
SubventionSs soak a 54,527 196,915 283,553 
Supply Control... —...... 13,410 10,399 11,378 
Telephone... ease 51,401 56,592 57,771 
Treasury and Customs __..... 119,909 133,438 153,059 
-$3,840,416 $3,788,359 $4,346,816 


PUBLIC DEBT 
The Colony’s public debt amounted to $2,886,332 at 31st December, 
1952 and to $2,870,271 at 31st December, 1953. In 1953 it was made up 


as follows : $ 

Public Works (1917-18) ke 480 00 
Reconstruction of Western Main Road (1932) _..... 140,677 -80 
Electric Light and Telephones (1927)... 195,419 -84 
St. Andrew’s Market (1928) ....00 eae 33,144 -62 
St. Andrew’s Water Supply Extension (1930) __..... 17,275 06 
Public Works (1936) ...00 0 eteece 799,680 -00 
Sundry Public Works (1938) wees 119,450 -38 
Grenada (Development Plan) Loan (1950) _..... 1,540,800 -00 
Public Health Schemes s._.w, ae. *  esen 123 -68 
Anti-malarial Drainage, St. George’s uu, 118 -84 
Anti-malarial Drainage tease 5,409 -90 
Anti-malarial Drainage ttt 2,148 54 
Grand Etang Main Road Reconstruction _.... 3, 822: 86 
Grenada Land Settlement 0000 0.000 a 11,719-42 


$2,870,270 -94 


Accumulated sinking funds amounted to $687,194 in 1952 and 
$762,748 in 1953. 

Statements of assets and liabilities at 31st December, 1952 and 
1953 are shown at Appendices I and II, pages 37 and 38. 
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MAIN HEADS OF TAXATION 
Customs and Excise 

The customs tariff is based on both ad valorem and specific rates, the 
former varying from 5 per cent to 424 per cent, separate rates being 
prescribed under British preferential and general heads. Since 1939 a 
war tax in the form of a surcharge on import duty, varying between 10 
per cent and 20 per cent, has been imposed. 

The only article liable to excise duty is rum, the duty on which is 
$2 -81 per proof gallon, plus a war tax of 30 per cent. A trade duty of 
50 cents and 66 cents per proof gallon is also imposed on local rum and 
ri aa spirits respectively. A war tax of 30 per cent is payable on this 

uty 
Stamp Duties 

Stamp duties are imposed under the Stamp Ordinance, Cap. 216 of 
the Grenada Revised Laws, 1934 and amending Ordinances 10 and 18 
of 1952. The duties are laid down in an amended schedule to the 
Ordinance contained in Statutory Rules and Orders No. 65 of 1939 as 
amended by No. 36 of 1953. 


Property Tax 

There is a land tax of 24 cents per acre, and a house tax, on houses of 
a rental value of over $24 per annum, is levied on a sliding scale 
varying between $1 -20 per house, not exceeding $28 -80 per annum 
rental value, and 8 per cent, in the case of houses of over $144 -00 
rental value. 


Income Tax 

Income tax is based upon the chargeable income for the year 
immediately preceeding the year of assessment, and is a at the 
following rates : 


Individuals 
For every dollar or part thereof of the chargeable income— 
5 


First. $§ 500 wae G2 we. 2’ 2h Sm 3 cents 

Next $300, isa ams ews ke 9 
se OU =e ett et ka fe 6 ,, 
> HS S00 2839s vas. cues Se |e 8, 
se 2S U0 ies Ss, 460 uaey. «ts? «Sf aes’ «Sse 10 ,, 
3: °8 000° 383.445 See ee cee aoe ba 12 ,, 
= 28 500° acc wus Wis gee ‘ams . ims 14 ,, 
ee OOO esas ini Oe Sec SO 16 _ ,, 
oe. OO is) «ee: «| ft 18 ,, 
ee S000. “ate aidy eek Sig fds. te 20 ,, 
a “$22000> is, a: Swe 29> -45 
we S2500° «wus <ahw, ‘sas eee <Bee oh8 30 ,, 
as ASROU0 a eh’ Mee 0 35, 
» $2,00 o.oo, eo eee ee 40 ,, 
» $2,500 and over ee 50 


Companies cen sass sass nts tata 35 per neat 
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Allowances for Individuals 


(a) Personal allowance— $480 for a resident in the Colony or for 
a British subject. 


(6) Life insurance premium—premium up to one-sixth of charge- 
able income after deducting the allowances at (a) above. 


(c) Allowance for wife $240, and each child $240. 


The incidence of income tax on individuals at varying income levels 
is given in the table at Appendix III, page 39. 


Estate Duty 
Estate duty is payable at the following rates : 


nr er i -  S Y — 


When the principal Estate Duty shall be payable 
value of the Estate at the rate per $480 (£100) of 
$ - $ $ 

Exceeds 480 but not 1,440 4 -80 

ie 1440 , 4, «2,400 9 -60 

és 2,400 ,, 4 4,800 19 -20 

- 4,800 ,, ,, 14,400 24 -00 

- 14,400 ,,  ,, 24,000 36 -00 

Bs 24,000 ,,  ,, 48,000 60 -00 

3 48,000 ,,  ,, 96,000 72 -00 

< 96,000 ,,  ,, 192,000 96 -00 

- 192,000 », 288,000 120 -00 

» , 288,000 aad upwards 192 -00 


Only one-half of the above rates is paid in respect of property pass- 
ing on death to the mother, wife or children of the deceased ; but, in 
respect of property passing to any person other than the father, grand- 
father, mother, grandmother, husband, wife, uncle, aunt, brother, 
sister, niece, nephew, lawful issue, or a natural child, or to the lawful 
issue Of a natural child or the natural issue of a lawful child of the 
deceased, the rates of estate duty shall be twice those prescribed by the 
schedule above. 


Chapter 4: Currency and Banking 


CURRENCY 


The currency of the Colony is the West Indian dollar which is linked to 
sterling at the rate of $4 -80 to the £. 

Notes issued by the Eastern Caribbean Currency Board were intro- 
duced in 1951 when the Windward Islands joined with the other British 
territories in the Eastern Caribbean (Barbados, British Guiana, the 
Leeward Islands and Trinidad) in currency unification. Notes issued by 
the Government of Trinidad and Tobago, Barclays Bank (Dominion, 
Colonial and Overseas) and the Royal Bank of Canada continue as 
legal tender but are being withdrawn and the banks’ powers of note 
issue have been terminated. Legislative provision has been made for 
eventual unification of coin in the Eastern Caribbean but in the mean- 
time British coinage continues as legal tender. 


BANKING 


There is a branch of Barclays Bank (D.C. & O.) and one of the Royal 
Bank of Canada in St. George’s and an agency of each in the town of 
Grenville. Each bank maintains a savings department. 

The Grenada Co-operative Bank Ltd. provides loan and credit 
facilities and also maintains a savings department. Loan facilities are 
also provided by the Building and Loan Association. 


There is a Government Savings Bank established as a sub-depart- 
ment of the Treasury, with a branch in every parish. The number of 
depositors at the end of 1952 was 9,700 and deposits amounted to 
$1,336,662, compared with 10,117 depositors and $1,368,843 deposits 
at the end of 1953. 


Chapter 5: Commerce 


The following table shows the total value of imports and exports 
Cea re-exports but excluding bullion and specie) during the last 
ve years : 





Imports Exports Re-exports 
$ $ $ 
1949) 5,410,559 4,403,535 184,646 
W950 ee 6,024,321 7,020,826 267,609 
| 2a) 7,895,438 6,646,291 490,815 
1952 ee eet tetee 8,010,122 6,805,652 156,364 
a 7,090,993 7,003,468 85,876 
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Manufactured articles, foodstuffs and drink account for the major 
portion of the Colony’s imports, their source being the United King- 
dom, other West Indian islands, Canada, the United States of America 
and Germany. The principal items imported during the last two years 


were : 
1952 1953 
Quantity Value Quantity Value 
$ $ 
Class I: Food, Drink & Tobacco 
Beer and Ale . gal. 44,312 144,465 44,292 113,641 
Butter and Substitutes _ Ib. 320,592 198,985 276,194 153,938 
Fish, all kinds Ib. 1,248,083 285,297 1,041,936 271,783 
Grain & Flour: Rice Ib. 1,895,396 173,623 272,646 241,310 
Flour Ib. 9,118,323 873,314 8,300,451 775,844 
Meat, salted, pickled 
smoked Ib. 323,995 172,834 179,428 74,706 
Sugar .. Ib. 1,054,093 110,611 1,431,172 149,443 
Tobacco, iinnianuticee 
ured ae .. Ib. 106,078 121,007 101,843 104,151 
Total Class I 2,884,664 2,978,763 
Class II : Raw Materials 
Lumber, undressed .. sup. ft. 1,426,180 426,817 790,655 213,720 
Total Class II... : 442,062 224,901 
Class III : Articles bles or Mainly Manufactures 
App arel ; 120,450 — 149,111 
Bags & Sacks (empty 
excluding paper me doz. 9,492 112,316 5,534 37,130 
Boots & Shoes doz. pr. 6,386 212,035 10,833 263,258 
Carriages, etc : 
Motor Cars .. no. 100 191,102 73 122,125 
Motor Car Parts — 62,465 — 42,005 
Tyres & Tubes — 131,478 — 102,536 
Cement. . tons 4,716 256,930 2,646 141,204 
Cotton Piece-Goods . yd. 1,031,240 457,702 1,045,447 398,724 
Hardware — 98,682 — 71,974 
Metals : Iron and Steel 
Manufactures : — 450,968 = 185,473 
Oils : Motor Spirits .. gal. 511,164 113,987 503,738 109,673 
Paper .. a rg — 124,093 — 70,032 
Silk, artifical .. .. yd. 338,643 239,035 249,353 163,599 
Total Class III a 4,331,989 3,537,358 
Total Class IV : Animals not for 
Food .. 6,692 1,541 
The erica oes during the last two years were : 
1953 
Quantity Value Quantity Value 
$ $ 
Cocoa cwt. 54,178 3,537,395 61,128 3,852,773 
Nutmegs oo 44,607 1,538,210 37,082 1,405,445 
Mace ae 6,886 782,679 7,505 876,599 
Raw Cotton ,, __... 1,455 139,087. ~—s-:1,904 95,925 
Copra ol 9,334 153,256 2,715 40,606 
Lime Oil Ibo. 4,018 50,717 7,068 62,674 


Chapter 6: Production 


LAND UTILISATION 


There is little cultivable land which is not utilised. There are some 
4000 acres of Crown land under forest and about 8,000 acres of forest 
land under private ownership. About 55,000 acres are suitable for 
agriculture ; approximately 41,000 acres were under cultivation in 
1953. About half this area is cultivated in estates and the remainder in 
small holdings of various kinds. 


The number and acreage of cultivated farms are given below : 


Under 25 acres Over 25 and Over 100 and Over 500 acres 
under 100 acres under 500 acres 


18,610 303 89 16 


There are 14 land settlements. There is a scheme financed from 
Colonial Development and Welfare funds for the rehabilitation of 
existing land settlement areas. Land settlement policy and programmes 
for future development are now being considered by a select committee 
of the Legislative Council. 

Soils are mainly volcanic in origin and red and brown earth soils 
predominate. Hygromorphic clays are found in the coastal areas with 
some alluvium. 

Soil erosion is a major problem and the Agricultural Department is 
continuing to demonstrate methods of conservation to cultivators. 
The conservation of forest, soil, water and other natural resources is 
governed by the Forest, Soil and Water Conservation Ordinance, 1949. 


AGRICULTURE 


The Colony’s exports are entirely agricultural. Food for local con- 
sumption is also produced but the quantities are frequently short of 
the minimum needs of the community. 


The major crops grown are cocoa and nutmegs, for which the 
environment is admirably suited. Sugar cane is grown mainly in the 
southern portion of the island where the terrain is more gently sloping. 
The acreages under the main export and food crops are as follows : 


Acres 
COCcOd) ay oa 60s 15,379 
Nutmegs ee aanete anne 11,087 
Coconuts ok cee 4,638 
Sugar Cane ee tee 1,800 
Citrus (mainly limes) .... 0 wae 1,200 
Food Crops a, eset ste 7,200 


The topography of the island and the relatively small agricultural 
units make mechanical tillage difficult and in some cases impracticable, 
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particularly in the case of the tree crops, but there has been increased 


interest in tractors for haulage. 
There are no general ploughing, sowing or harvesting seasons. 


A 


Although the main planting season for food crops is in May, many « 


crops can be grown with success the whole year round. 


Cocoa 


Cocoa exports accounted for more than half the value of total exports _ 


in 1952 and 1953. Though exports in 1953 (61,128 cwt.) were about 
7,000 cwt. higher than in 1952, they were considerably below the peak 
of 135,500 cwt. exported in 1908. This decline has been mainly due to 
the age of the trees, the ravages of pests and unremunerative prices 
between the wars, but the decline has been stayed by replanting under 
the Cocoa Industry Improvement Scheme, mainly financed from 


Colonial Development and Welfare funds, and by effective control of - 


pests. 


One hundred and fifty-six acres were planted with clonal cocoa in ° 


1952 and 247 acres in 1953, bringing the total acreage under clonal 


cocoa to 730. Some of the local clones are showing remarkable returns ; - 


ee ee eae 


yields running from 1,200 lb. to 2,000 Ib. of dry cocoa to the acre have : 


been recorded from clones four to five years old. A number of agricul- 
tural stations are engaged in the propagation of clonal cocoa. 


Since the destruction in the early stages of the campaign of very : 
severely infecte dareas, the Witches Broom disease appears to have been . 


definitely checked. The disease continues to be found in its highest — 


intensity in areas of high rainfall. 
Exports of cocoa in the last five years were as follows : 


cwt. $ 
1949 ee annnse anne 48,482 1,749,550 
0 40,227 2,434,634 
| 5° co) (nn cn re 48,504 3,576,116 
W952 tees ee 54,178 3,537,395 
F059. dies we 61,128 3,852,773 


Nutmegs and Mace 

The Grenada Co-operative Nutmeg Association was established in 
1946 under the Nutmeg Industry Ordinance, 1946, to safeguard and 
promote the interests of the nutmeg industry, and in particular to 
market the nutmegs and regulate and control their export. During 1952 
the quantities delivered to the Association’s receiving and curing 
centres were as follows : 


1952 1953 

lb. lb. 
Cured in shell 2... 2,642,203 2,424,789 
Uncured in shell 0a. 6,599,854 6,793,244 
Grinders ne tte 93,558 70,123 
Whole Mace Eni... nn. 512,809 489,170 


Broken Mace _...., uu. 232,726 245,945 
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Work on the construction of the two large receiving and curing 
centres at Gouyave' and Victoria is now completed and deliveries to 
those centres are going on st 

The following table shows exports of nutmegs, mace and nutmeg oil 
for the years 1949 to 1953. 


Year Nutmegs Mace Nutmeg Oil Total Value 
(cwt.) (cwt.) (1b.) $ 
1949... 44,817 6,303 3,690 2,274,133 
1950... 61,947 6,515 1,870 3,976,488 
1951... 23,152 5,199 5,040 2,199,514 
1952 _...... 44,607 6,886 3,140 2,334,987 
1953 __...... 37,082 7,505 10,260 2,328,894 
Cotton 


Cotton of the variety known as “ Antilles’ is produced exclusively 
in the dependency of Carriacou. Prices within recent years have been 
good. Improvement in ginning has been secured by the establishment 
by Government on behalf of the growers of a central ginnery which 
handles the entire crop. Exports were 1,455 cwt. in 1952 and 1,904 
cwt. in 1953. 


. Copra 

The price of copra was $252 per ton in 1952 and $263 per ton in 
1953. Exports of copra amounted to 9,334 cwt, valued at $153,256 in 
— 1952 compared with 2,715 cwt. valued at $40,605 in 1953. Exports of 
whole nuts were 51,508 valued at $2,286 in 1952 and 49,095 valued at 
$2,274 in 1953. | 

Production of locally made laundry soap was 387,750 Ib. in 1952 and 
332,600 Ib. in 1953. The quantity of coconut oil produced in 1953 was 
35,480 gallons. In addition, 170,700 lb. of coconut meal were produced 
in 1952, and 342,100 lb. in 1953 for local consumption. A modern 
coconut oil factory started manufacture during the period and this has 
resulted in reduced exports of copra, but greatly increased production 
of edible oil for local use. 


Bananas 
Exports of bananas in 1952 totalled 24,495 stems valued at $38,264, 
compared with 30,089 stems valued at $51,089 in 1953. 
Limes 
The following table shows the exports of lime oil and lime juice for 
the years 1949-53. 












Lime Oil Lime Juice Total Value 
(/b.) (gallons) $ 
1949 5,360 24,210 35,171 
1950 * ian 4,799 28,611 52,555 
(ee 3,695 45,810 68,169 
1952 uit 4,018 133,080 92,542 
1953° sks ee em 7,068 83,280 99,585 
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Sugar 

A small quantity of sugar is produced and processed to the un- 
refined state in a factory built in 1935. In 1952 the Grenada Sugar Fac- 
tory Ltd. produced 1,600 tons of sugar compared with 2,108 tons in 
1953. The factory and seven distilleries produce rum—66,068 proof 
gallons in 1952 and 68,831 proof gallons in 1953. 


Food Crops 

A Government operated marketing organisation was set up towards 
the end of 1951 principally to encourage increased production of food 
crops. Guaranteed minimum prices are offered for the principal food 
crops. 


Agricultural Department 

The staff of the Department of Agriculture comprises the Director of 
Agriculture, two Agricultural Officers, one Veterinary Officer, one 
Fishery Officer, one senior agricultural assistant, seven agricultural 
assistants, three senior agricultural instructors, 13 junior agricultural 
instructors, two produce inspectors, one forest ranger and two forest 
guards. 

The Department is mainly concerned with the cocoa rehabilitation 
scheme and agricultural advisory work including soil conservation. 
Extension work is also done. 


ANIMAL HUSBANDRY 


It is estimated that the following numbers of livestock are in the 
Colony : 


Cale. gcc . keer ee. Sm 7,500 
Horses, Mules & Donkeys ..... __..... 6,000 
Sheep & Goats ae seas 9,000 
SWING: 2 kk. ts 7,500 
POUT: sc, ee el mgs 80,500 


There are four stud centres which are well used. A scheme for 
artificial insemination was introduced in 1953. 


FORESTRY 


It is forest policy to protect catchment areas, to extend the reserves 
to include other areas necessary for soil and water conservation and to 
carry out a survey to demarcate all such areas. 


The forested areas of Grenada may be divided into the following 
types : 
Rain Forest (Crown) ket sete sate 4,394 acres 
Rain Forest (Private) sents ttte 7,852 acres 


In addition there are 6,176 acres of permanent wasteland, scrub and 
dry woodland. 
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No systematic exploitation is attempted. Controlled exploitation is 
limited to an area of some 1,100 acres in the central highlands. 
Spasmodic, uncontrolled cutting for timber and food garden sites by 
peasants is the most important form of exploitation and represents a 
destructive force which Government is endeavouring to curtail. 

Government owns 4,394 acres of reserved forest and plans to dedi- 
cate to forestry an additional 4,600 acres during the next ten years. The 
whole of this area lies in the central highlands, which are Grenada’s 
main water catchments, hence the importance of their conservation. 

The forestry staff, which is attached to the Agricultural Depart- 
ment, consists of one agricultural assistant (forestry), one forest 
ranger and two forest guards. A Conservator of Forests for Grenada, St. 
Vincent and St. Lucia was appointed in 1952 with headquarters in St. 
Lucia. 

A scheme financed by Colonial Development and Welfare funds for 
carrying out essential improvement works in the forest reserves was 
approved during 1953. 


FISHERIES 


Fishing is practised mainly along the leeward or western coast of the 
island. Methods are primitive, the beach seine and the hand line being 
the chief methods of capture. Fish pots are also used close in shore. 
Few facilities exist for the storage and preservation of catches. The 
demand for fish is good but supplies are inadequate. 

A scheme for fisheries development was approved by the Secretary 
of State for the Colonies in 1951 and a Fishery Officer was appointed. 
He has been engaged in collecting statistics of catches and in carrying 
out a census of fishermen and fishing boats. 

Two powered boats have been built. 


MANUFACTURING INDUSTRIES 


The Colony’s industries are mainly confined to the production of 
unrefined sugar in one factory, of rum in this factory and seven distiller- 
ies and of lime oil in a factory in St. George’s and in another on an 
estate in Carriacou. 

A modern cigarette factory, using imported dried leaf, has been 
operating successfully for several years, and meets the Colony’s needs 
for the cheaper grade of cigarette. 

Two small soap factories utilising locally-grown copra produce 
almost sufficient laundry soap to meet the needs of the Colony. One 
factory manufactures edible oil and stockfeed. 

Baskets, brooms and hats are made by peasants for sale locally, 
and in one area, where the requisite “‘ pine” grows in profusion, the 
residents make “plait”? from the dried leaves for sale to a local 
company which converts it into hats, bags, slippers, etc. The finished 
articles find a ready market amongst tourists as well as locally and there 
is a small export trade. 


Chapter 7: Social Services 


EDUCATION 


Primary education is provided in 53 schools, 12 of which are main- 


tained entirely by Government, the remainder being denominational 
schools in receipt of grants-in-aid from Government. There are also 
three housecraft and three handicraft centres. All teachers’ salaries are 
provided by Government, and for the most part the schools are main- 
tained from public funds, save for the maintenance of the buildings. 
Dilapidated buildings are gradually to be replaced by Government- 
owned buildings constructed to a standard model, and operated by the 
denomination concerned under an agreement with Government. 

There were 18,171 children on the rolls of the elementary schools in 
1952 and 18,496 in 1953. The average attendance was 12,774 or 70-3 
per cent of the number enrolled in 1952 and 13,424 or 72 -6 per cent in 
1953. Compulsory attendance is enforced only in two areas where 
accommodation is regarded as adequate. There were 452 teachers in 
the elementary schools in 1952 and 453 in 1953. 

There are five secondary schools (one Government and four grant- 
aided) with a total roll of 1,124 in 1952 and 1,181 in 1953. There were 
125 scholarship and exhibition holders in 1952 and 130 in 1953. Two 
of these schools are for boys, two for girls and one is co-educational. 
The Grenada Boys’ Secondary School and St. Joseph’s Convent have 
boarding facilities. There were 16 teachers at the Government school in 
both years and 31 teachers in the other four schools in 1952 and 38 
in 1953. 

During 1952-53 two new school buildings were erected. 

There are no facilities for technical education or for teacher training 
but two teachers were attending the Government Training College in 
Trinidad in 1953. 

The Government awards biennially a scholarship tenable at a uni- 
versity in the British Commonwealth and an agricultural scholarship 
tenable at the Imperial College of Tropical Agriculture, Trinidad. A 
number of scholarships is also available under various Colonial 
Development and Welfare schemes. 

Evening institutes, pre-vocational institutes and continuation classes 
provide courses in academic subjects, tailoring and dressmaking, needle- 
work, cookery, carpentry, etc. The total enrolment was 587 with an 
average attendance of 431 in 1952. 

Total Government expenditure on education was $445,111 in 1952 
and $516,218 in 1953. It is estimated that denominational bodies spent 
$10,630 in 1952 and $12,570 in 1953. 


HEALTH 
The staff consists of a senior medical officer, eight district medical 
officers, a supernumerary, a physician superintendent, a surgeon 
specialist and a resident medical officer attached to the Colony Hospital 
20 
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in St. George’s, one medical officer conducting a yaws and venereal 
diseases campaign, one health centres’ officer, a dental surgeon and an 
ophthalmic surgeon. | 

There are small hospitals in St. Andrew’s and Carriacou, in the charge 
of district medical officers, and the Colony Hospital in St. George’s. 
In addition there are an isolation hospital, a mental hospital, a 
tuberculosis hospital, a leper settlement and an institution for the 
chronically ill, There are 21 district medical visiting stations situated 
throughout the Colony in the charge of resident nurse-midwives ; the 


| district medical officer visits them to attend to patients on fixed days 


each week. There are health centres in St. George’s, St. John’s and St. 


* Mark’s. 


At the three hospitals there are two matrons, one assistant matron, 
35 nurses and 39 student nurses ; and at the institutions 24 male and 
24 female attendants. There are one nursing superintendent, 23 district 
nurses, five health visitors and one health centre nurse attached to the 
district medical visiting stations and health centres. 

There are a chief sanitary inspector and 12 disirtct sanitary inspect- 


ors, eight of whom possess the R.S.I. diploma. 


The general health of the Colony is fairly satisfactory and there have 
been no epidemics of infectious diseases recently. 

Malaria is still prevalent in several areas mainly along the coast but 
due to anti-malaria measures very few cases now occur in the capital 


_ town of St. George’s. A large mosquito-breeding swampy area at 
' Morne Rouge near St. George’s has been filled and drained. Perman- 


ent anti-malaria drainage work is also being undertaken in other parts 
of the Colony. An insect control programme of residual spraying with 
D.D.T. insecticide on an island-wide basis has been in progress since 
May, 1953; it has been paid for mainly by W.H.O. and U.N.LC.E.F. 

Since 1948 an anti-venereal disease and yaws campaign has been 
organised and a great many cases have been seen and treated with 
most satisfactory results. 

Efforts are being made to reduce the infant mortality rate which has 
varied between 90 and 120 per thousand for many years. The rates for 
the period 1949-53 were : 


W949: cit, - ae a es 80-8 
W950" ee, ee a, Ss 90-1 
LOS) 2a a, 105-7 
1992 ge ee, 96-8 
19053" Gi ee a, 67°6 


_ Maternity and child-welfare work is now being carried on not only 
in the three health centres, but also in the 21 district visiting stations. 


HOUSING 
The standard of housing in towns is mainly good, but an improve- 
ment of housing conditions among the labouring population is much 


needed. There is a Central Housing and Planning Authority but prog- 
ess has been slow. 


Chapter 8: Legislation 


1952 


During 1952, 32 Ordinances were enacted of which 18 were amending 
Ordinances. The following deserve special mention. 


The Sale of Licensable Produce (Control) Ordinance (No. 1) prohibits 
the sale or purchase of all licensable produce without the written 
permission of an authorised officer. The provisions of the Ordinance 
shall have effect only at such times as they are brought into operation 
by proclamation made by the Governor. 


The Praedial Larceny Ordinance (No. 11) makes special provision for 
the protection of agricultural produce and establishes a fund called 
‘** The Praedial Larceny Fund” from which compensation may be paid 
to producers for loss suffered by them when the offender has been 
convicted. 


The Consular Conventions Ordinance (No. 14) confers upon the 
consular officers of foreign States with which consular conventions are 
concluded by Her Majesty certain powers relating to administration 
of estates of deceased persons and certain other privileges. 


The Agricultural Small Tenancies Ordinance (No. 17) prohibits the 
letting of cultivated or pasture land, with or without buildings thereon, 
consisting of not less than half an acre and not more than ten acres 
unless a contract in writing in the prescribed form has been entered into 
between the parties ; and provides for registration of such contracts 
and for compensation for improvements payable to tenants of such 
holdings on the termination of their tenancies. 


The Aid to Pioneer Industries Ordinance (No. 19) provides for the 
granting of certain reliefs from customs duty and income tax to persons 
establishing factories for industries declared by the Governor in 
Council to be pioneer industries, and prohibits the employment in 
those industries of persons not ordinarily resident in the British 
Caribbean colonies therein specified without the prior approval of the 
Administrator. 


1953 


During 1953, 20 Ordinances were enacted of which 12 were amending 
Ordinances. The following deserve special mention. 


The Hospitals Ordinance (No. 7) makes provision for the proper 
management of hospitals including the appointment and duties of the 
Surgeon Specialist, the Resident Medical Officer, and the staffs of 
hospitals. 


The Livestock (Annual Census) Ordinance (No. 8) provides for the 
taking of an annual census of livestock on or before the first day of 
January in each year. 
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The Animals (Diseases and Importation) Ordinance (No. 9) makes. 
provision for controlling the importation of animals, birds, reptiles and 
insects and regulating the treatment and disposal of animals which are 
suffering or suspected to be suffering from any disease. 


The Prison (Extra-Mural Sentences) Ordinance (No. 10) provides for 
the employment of persons sentenced to short terms of imprisonment 
on public works outside the prison. 


The Hotels Aid Ordinance (No. 12) provides for the granting of 
certain relief in respect of customs duties to persons who spend 
money on the construction or equipment of hotels in the Colony. 


The Criminal Code (Amendment) Ordinance (No. 15) provides, inter 
alia, that sentence of death shall not be pronounced or recorded against 
any person convicted of murder or treason if at the time when the 
offence was committed such person was under the age of 18 years. 


The Copyright (Delivery of Books) Ordinance (No. 16) provides for 
three copies of all books printed in the Colony to be delivered to the 
Administrator. One copy is to be sent to the Library of the University 
College of the West Indies and another to the Public Library. 


Chapter 9: Justice, Police and Prisons 


JUSTICE 


The system of law which is administered in the Colony may be divided 
into statute law, that is to say locally enacted legislation, and the 
common law of England. 


The courts in which the law is enforced are the Supreme Court and 
the Magistrates’ Courts. 


The Supreme Court 

The jurisidiction of the Supreme Court falls under four heads - 
original, summary, appellate, and criminal. 

Original Jurisdiction. In this sphere the Court has power to hear and. 
determine all matters which are heard and determined in England by 
the High Court of Justice, namely, Queen’s Bench Division, Probate, 
Divorce and Admiralty Division and Chancery Division. 

Appeals from this Court lie to the West Indian Court of Appeal and 
thence to the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council. 


Summary Jurisdiction. This jurisdiction is exercised in all personal 
actions where the sum claimed does not exceed £20, in ejectment actions. 
concerning properties of a rental value not exceeding £20 a year, in 
certain proceedings where relief in the nature of an injunction is sought, 
and in all other actions where the subject matter of the proceedings 
does not exceed £300 in value. 
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Appellate Jurisdiction is confined to the hearing and determination of 
appeals from the Magistrates’ Courts. 


Criminal Jurisdiction. In the exercise of its criminal jurisdiction the 
Court has cognisance of all treasons, felonies, misdemeanours and 
offences committed in the Colony or within three miles of any of the 
shores of the Colony ; and of all treasons, felonies, misdemeanours 
and offences authorised to be tried and determined in this Court under 
and by any Imperial Statute now or hereafter to be passed for this 
purpose. Appeals lie from this Court to the Windward Islands and 
Leeward Islands Court of Appeal. 


Magistrates’ Courts 
These Courts have a civil as well as a criminal jurisdiction. 


Civil Jurisdiction. Subject as otherwise provided under the 
Magistrates Ordinance, 1936 (No. 21 of 1936)—as amended—all 
actions : 

(1) of contract or tort where the amount claimed or value 
of the thing claimed whether as a debt, balance of account, 
damages or otherwise, is not in the case of actions of 
contract more than £20, and in the case of actions of tort 
more than £10 ; 

(2) in all other matters in which jurisdiction is by any law 
expressly given to Magistrates or Justices of the Peace 
may be commenced in this Court, and all such actions 
shall be heard and determined in a summary manner 
according to the provisions of the Ordinance. 

Where in any action the debt or demand claimed consists of a 
balance not. exceeding £20, after an admitted set-off of any debt or 
demand claimed or recoverable by the defendant from the plaintiff, 
the Court has jurisdiction to hear and determine such action. 


The Court has jurisdiction in the following cases, that is to say : 

(1) when the plaintiff or defendant resides in the district ; or 

(11) where the cause of action has arisen wholly or in part within 
the district ; or 

(i111) where the chattel or thing which is the subject of the action 
is in the district. 

A Magistrate has no jurisdiction to try any action mentioned in 
paragraph (i) above when any question of title to land arises or in which 
the title to any corporeal or incorporeal hereditament is in question ; 
but a Magistrate has jurisdiction to try any such action, and may 
proceed to judgment, if in his opinion the issue really in dispute between 
the parties does not involve such title ; or with the consent of all parties 
to the action ; or without such consent if in his opinion the value of the 
land in question is not more than £20. 

The consent of the parties must, where given, be entered in the 
record of the proceedings and signed by the parties or their respective 
solicitors or counsel. 
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Whenever an action involving a question of title to land or in which 
the title to any corporeal or incorporeal hereditament is in question is 
tried by a Magistrate, he is required to give his judgment in writing, 
and within seven days thereafter he must transmit the same duly 
signed by him to the Registrar of the Supreme Court for record in his 
office. 

Any appeal from this Court lies to the Supreme Court in its original 
or summary jurisdiction. 

Criminal Jurisdiction. The Court can hear and determine all com- 
plaints or information for summary offences. 

The Colony is divided into three magisterial districts, namely, 
“Northern,” consisting of the Dependency of Carriacou and the islets 
adjacent thereto ; “ Eastern,” comprising the parishes of St. Patrick, 
St Andrew and St. David ; ‘“‘ Western,” comprising the parishes of 
St. George, St. John and St. Mark. There are three Magistrates, one 
for each district. 


Court of Appeal 

The Chief Justice attends, as a member, the sittings of the West 
Indian Court of Appeal, wherever held. He is also President of the 
Court of Appeal for the Windward Islands and Leeward Islands. 


POLICE . 
Organisation 

The authorised establishment of the Police Force at the end of 1953 
was three officers and 308 other ranks. 

The Force is commanded by a Superintendent and is organised in 
two Police Districts—Eastern and Western. Each district is under the 
charge of an inspector. Headquarters are in St. George’s, which is in 
the Western District. There are 12 police stations, one of which is in 
the Dependency of Carriacou. A sub-inspector is in charge of the 
Criminal Investigation Department. 

In addition to the Criminal Investigation Department with its 
fingerprint and photographic sections, there are branches dealing with 
immigration, traffic and motor transport and a Special Branch. 

The Grenada Volunteer Constabulary, which was established in 1951, 
comprised two officers and 199 other ranks, at the end of December, 
1953. All members attended a fortnight’s camp in June, and the 
voluntary attendance at drills held twice weekly at every police station 
throughout the Colony was high. There is now a long waiting list of 
men wishing to join. 


Road Traffic 

At the end of 1953 there were 1,134 licensed motor vehicles and 1,134. 
persons in possession of driving permits. One hundred and ninety-two. 
drivers were examined and passed by the Police Examiner during 1953. 
Road accidents of all types totalled 112 in 1952 and 146 in 1953 ; nine 
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persons were killed and 62 injured in 1952 and nine persons were 
killed and 137 injured in 1953. | 


Fire Brigade 

The Fire Service of the Colony is provided by the Police Fire Brigade 
whose members are trained constables permanently seconded to the 
Fire Service. In 1953 its authorised strength was 22. The main Fire 
Brigade is at St. George’s with a detachment at Grenville for the 
protection of that Town and Pearls Airport about 24 miles distant. 


Government Band 

Although not trained in police duties members of the Government 
Band wear police uniform and are under the control of the Superint- 
endent of Police. In 1953 the strength of the Band was 18. 


Crime 

The total number of crimes and offences (traffic offences excluded) 
known to the Police during 1952 was 4,113 ; the total number of 
persons prosecuted was 3,118, of this number 2,467 were convicted. 
Of the convicted persons 1,991 were adult males, 416 adult females and 
60 under 17 years. There were 319 cases awaiting trial at the end of the 
year. 

The total number of thefts of all kinds reported during 1952 was 
1,328. Of this number, 470 were praedial larceny, 24 larceny of animals, 
88 larceny from dwelling houses, and 676 ordinary larcenies. 

The total number of crimes and offences (traffic offences excluded) 
known to the Police during 1953 was 3,563 ; the total number of 
persons prosecuted was 2,584 and of this number 2,292 were convicted. 
Of the convicted persons 1,785 were adult males, 479 adult females, 
and 28 under 17 years. There were 518 cases awaiting trial at the end of 
the year. 

The total number of thefts of all kinds in 1953 was 1,080; of this 
number 295 were praedial larceny, 90 larceny of animals, 72 larceny 
from dwelling houses, 94 larceny of licensable produce and 259 other 
larcenies. 

The numbers and classification of crimes and offences committed 
during 1951, 1952 and 1953 are given in Appendix IV, page 40. 


PRISONS 

One prison is maintained in the Colony. The main building contains 
76 cells for men and there is an adjoining building with eight cells, 
including two association cells, for women. An infirmary of six beds is 
provided in the men’s section and one of three beds in the women’s 
section. There is no special provision for juveniles. 

The daily prison population for 1953 has been the highest on record, 
the average being 120-46 (104-67 males, 4-49 females and 11- 30. 
juveniles) as compared with 94 -43 in 1952 and 97 -7 in 1951. 

The staff at the end of 1953 comprised the Superintendent, one Chief 
Officer, 18 warders, one matron, one assistant matron and one clerk. 
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The main prison occupations are agriculture, animal husbandry, 
tailoring, shoemaking, baking, handicrafts and cleaning the grounds of 
government buildings. 

Classification of prisoners is difficult owing to lack of space, but an 
attempt has been made to classify young prisoners. They are placed in 
charge of special officers and they work, eat and sleep in certain sections 
of the premises, apart from the other prisoners. They concentrate 
on vegetable gardening and in the rearing of small stock. 

In addition to indoor games, the prisoners play volley ball and 
cricket. Regular film shows are given by the Educational Department 
and, by arrangement with the Public Library, a regular supply of books 
is sent to the prison and exchanged from time to time. Magazines 
x papers are also supplied by the Library and the Information 

cer. 

In addition to the Discharged Prisoners Aid Committee, a Prisons 
Visiting Committee was appointed in 1952. The functions of this com- 
mittee are to assist the Superintendent in promoting the efficiency of 
the prison and to inquire into any matter especially referred to them by | 
the Governor. They also hear and investigate complaints by prisoners. 
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ELECTRICITY 

The sole source of electricity is a 900 kw. plant in St. George’s. 

Generation is at 415/240 volts 4 wire 3 phase 50 cycles. Extensions 
to the suburbs are at 2,200 volts 3 wire 3 phase by means of step up 
transformers. Distribution is by step down transformers 415/240 
volt 4 wire 3 phase. Further extension to the south of the island is 
being made at 11,000 volts 3 phase. Power is supplied at 400 volts 3 
phase 50 cycles and light at 230 volts single phase. 


COLD STORAGE 
There are three cold storage rooms with a total capacity of 2,000 
cu. ft., and an ice-making plant with a daily output of 6 tons. A 4-ton 
ice plant was abandoned due to obsolescence. 


WATER SUPPLY 

The water supply system, which provides pipe-borne water for every 
town and for almost every village of any appreciable size, is under the 
control of the Public Works Department. Two important water supply 
extensions in the parishes of St. Andrew and St. Patrick were laid 
during the two years. 

With the completion of the new water supply at St. David’s, the 
Shortage of water in that district and also in the southern part of the 
parish of St. George’s has been greatly relieved. 
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AIR 
Communication by air with other islands is maintained by the 
regular flights of 24- and 32-passenger planes of British West Indian 
Airways Ltd. The schedules vary from time to time but regular flights 
are provided on five or six days every week. 

The airfield is in the north-eastern corner of the island, and has a 
runway of 5,280 feet with a width of 150 feet. The surface is bitumen- 
treated and the foundation is bouldered and constructed to stand 
landing weights up to 300 Ib. per square inch. 


SHIPPING . 

The needs of the Colony in so far as cargo services are concerned — 
are adequately met by the Harrison Line steamers and vessels chartered - 
by Antilles Products Ltd. from United Kingdom ports, and by ships . 
-of the Canadian National Steamship Co., the Royal Netherlands Line . 
and the Alcoa Line from Canadian and United States ports. Several . 
small steamers ply between the islands. Passenger ships are uncertain; — 
- there is no direct service to the United Kingdom and travel by sea to 
Europe is through Trinidad, where bookings are difficult to secure. - 
Small steamers and motor vessels cater for inter-island travel, but the .- 
facilities are scarcely adequate. Auxiliary schooners fill a useful role in ; 
the transportation of traders and their wares. 

The island possesses a well-sheltered natural harbour in St. George’s; 
it has a deep-water pier with an average depth of 30 feet alongside, 
which can accommodate two steamers each of about 5,000 tons ata | 
time. Government warehouses on the pier receive cargoes discharged | 
direct from ships. Pilotage is advisable but not compulsory. 


ROADS 

Grenada has a good network of motorable roads. There are 
approximately 472 miles of good road, divided into four classes. accord- 
ing to standard of construction. About 200 miles of roadway have an . 

oiled surface with widths varying from 12 to 18 feet on first and 
second-class roads, and from 10 to 14 feet on third and fourth-class 
roads. A first-class road runs entirely round the island and two first- 
class roads run across it. Transport is provided by motor vehicles upto ~ 
a limit of five tons when loaded. Within recent years a programme of « 
widening surfaces and opening up and improving corners has been . 
carried out. 2 
The number of vehicles registered at the end of 1953 was : 


Private Cars ok, ee tee tttes 685 
Hired cars kk ee ttten 131 
JEGUS: ces ems 9 
Buses on, eee ree 97 
TYHUCKS: gen Gi: asm game cash 142 
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Hearses 2.000 see sete ante 6 
Station waggOonS ke sees 4 
Ambulances, tes 3 
Vans ___..... oe ne are 14 
PICK UDSs3c:, uae 12 
JitMeyS ee a ee 17 
Tractors ou, ce 22 
Fireengines ee ees 4 
Motorcycles. estes 159 

1,305 





POSTS AND TELE-COMMUNICATION 

Besides the General Post Office in St. George’s, there are six district 
post offices where all postal facilities are provided. In addition, there 
are 22 postal stations serving rural areas where stamps may be bought 
and letters posted and received. 

The Government-owned telephone service covers the whole island 
through six exchanges. The monthly rental of a telephone is $2 -88 
and of a switch extension $1 -44. Installations in business premises 
of a rental value of over $1 -44 per annum cost $4 -80 per month and 
$2 -40 for an extension of an existing installation. There are some 750 
subscribers. 

Cable and Wireless (West Indies) Ltd. maintains cable services with 
the outside world. A Government-owned wireless telephone service 
maintains contact with Carriacou. 


Chapter 12: Press, Broadcasting and Films 


PRESS 
The following newspapers are published in the Colony : 
The West Indian—daily except Monday and Friday. 
The Official News Letter—weekly. 


The Government Gazette is issued every Saturday. 


BROADCASTING 
During 1952 there were short bi-weekly broadcasts on a small 
transmitter giving mainly local coverage, but this service was suspended 
in 1953 when the scheme for the provision of a Windward Islands 
Broadcasting Station, with headquarters in Grenada and financed from 
Colonial Development and Welfare funds, was approved. Work on the 
installation of the service is making progress. 


FILMS 
There are two commercial cinemas and one commercial mobile 
film unit. The Education Department also gives film shows (news and 
documentaries) throughout the Colony. 


PART III 
Chapter 1: Geography and Climate 


THE Colony of Grenada includes the island of Carriacou about 20 
miles to the north and all the islets (known as the Grenadines) lying 
between. Grenada is the most southerly of the group known as 
the Windward Islands—the others being St. Vincent, St. Lucia and 
Dominica. It lies 90 miles north of Trinidad and 68 miles south-west of 
St. Vincent, and is situated between 12° 15’ and 11° 59’ north latitude 
and 61° 35’ and 61° 48’ west longitude. It is 21 miles long and 12 miles 
at its greatest breadth, and is estimated to cover an area of 120 
square miles. Carriacou is about 13 square miles. 

Grenada is in structure a moderately eroded volcanic pile. In general 
it consists of a somewhat disordered topography of mountains and 
fairly deep steep-sided valleys. The island is an irregular oblong in 
shape, lying due north and south, broader at its southern than its north- 
ern end. A backbone of mountains traverses the whole length, closer to 
the western than the eastern coastline. The highest points are Mt. St. 
Catherine (2,749 feet), Mount Sinai (2,300 feet) and the mountain 
overlooking the Grand Etang Lake (2,104 feet). From the north-east 
end and along the east and south-east, the mountains slope gradually 
towards the sea, but on the whole of the west coast the mountains run 
down to the sea. The south coast is deeply indented by numerous 
natural harbours. 

In consequence of its formation, the island is singularly beautiful 
whether viewed from the sea, from one of its forest-clad heights, or from 
the air. It is abundantly watered, being intersected in every direction, 
except the extreme south, by streams, though none of these is sufficiently 
large or constant to provide hydro-electric power. However, they 
enable pipe-borne potable water to be supplied to all towns and villages. 
There are also several mineral and other springs. The Grand Etang 
Lake near the summit of a mountain, 1,740 feet above sea level, and 
seven miles from the town of St. George’s, is one of the most remark- 
able features of the island. The lake occupies the place of a former vol- 
canic crater. Lakes Antoine and Levera at the northern end of the 
island were formerly ash craters. 

St. George’s, the capital, is situated on a sheltered bay and land- 
locked harbour in the south-western part of the island. Its deep-water 
pier provides safe and convenient berthage for fairly large steamers 
and its harbour is a haven for small yachts voyaging through the chain 
of islands. 

The climate is good and during the months of December to the end 
of April, when the trade winds prevail, it is delightful. From July to 
October, there is greater humidity with higher temperatures and little 
variation between night and day. The climate may be regarded as hot 
during this period, but it is not unhealthy at any time during the year. 
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There are two seasons—the dry, which extends from the end of 
January to May, and the wet, which occupies the rest of the year— 
but these seasons are irregular and frequently overlap. The temperature 
in December and January is most pleasant, at nights falling as low as 
65° even in the lower lands, while in the mountains it is relatively cold, 
dropping as low as 60° in some parts. In the wet season it is hot and 
oppressive, and 83° in the hills and 90° on the low lands may be 
accepted as normal highest shade temperatures. 

The rainfall varies very considerably according to locality, the 
average in the coastal districts being about 60 inches, and in the 
mountainous interior 150 to 200 inches. In the extreme south-western 
comer the average is about 30 inches while at the meteorological 
station just outside St. George’s (507 feet above sea level) the average 
is about 70 inches. The average at Carriacou ts about 50 inches. 

The island is singularly free from hurricanes and storms. 


Chapter 2: History 


Grenada was discovered by Christopher Columbus on 15th August, 
1498, and named by him “ Conception.” It was at that time inhabited 
by Caribs, who were left in undisturbed possession for just over 100 
years. The first attempt to colonise the island was made by a company 
of London merchants, who equipped three ships and despatched them 
with that object. They arrived on Ist April, 1609, but were so persist- 
ently harried by the Caribs that they abandoned the settlement and 
what was left of them arrived back in London on 15th December that 
same year. About the year 1626 both English and French appear to 
have set covetous eyes on the unappropriated island, and it was in- 
cluded among the theoretical possessions of the French Company of 
the Islands of America founded in that year by Cardinal Richelieu. In 
the following year it was included in the general grant of the “‘ Carib- 
bees? made by King Charles I to the Earl of Carlisle. Neither nation, 
however, took further steps until 1638, when a Frenchman named 
Poincy attempted to land but was driven off by the Caribs. In 1650 
MM. Houel and DuParquet, shareholders of the French company 
referred to above, purchased the island, together with Martinique and 
St. Lucia, from the company for a sum equivalent to £1,660. DuParquet 
landed in Grenada with 200 adventurers in June of that year. The 
Caribs offered no resistance to the settlement and it is recorded that the 
island was ceded by them to the French nation in lawful purchase for 
some knives and hatchets and a large quantity of glass beads, besides 
two bottles of brandy for the chief himself. 

In 1651 DuParquet left the island in the care of a relation of his 
named LeCompte, but the Caribs became hostile and DuParquet sent 
300 men to reinforce the settlers and with instructions to wipe out the 


_ aborigines. In 1657 DuParquet sold the island to the Compte de 


' Cerillac for about £1,890, and in 1664 the King of France transferred 
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the island to the French West India Company, the Compte de Cerillac 
being paid the sum of 10,000 crowns for his rights in the following year. 
Upon the dissolution of the French West India Company by royal edict 
in 1674, the island passed under the dominion of the French crown. 

Following surrender to a British Squadron under Admiral Rodney 
in 1762, the island passed under British dominion, and in the following 
year it was ceded to Great Britain under the Treaty of Paris. It was 
then formed into a single Government with the islands of Dominica, 
St. Vincent, and Tobago and the first Governor arrived in 1764. The 
island became a separate Colony with Tobago in 1776. 

In 1779 Grenada once more passed into the hands of the French, 
following the defeat of the forces under General Sir George (after- 
wards Lord) Macartney by the Compte D’Estaing. In 1784, Grenada 
and the Grenadines were finally restored to Great Britain by the 
Treaty of Versailles. . 

In 1795 an insurrection against British rule led by a French colonist 
named Julien Fedon massacred British subjects including the Lieuten- 
ant-Governor. The insurrection was subdued the following year. 

In 1833 Grenada was included in the general Government of the 
Windward Islands, comprising Barbados, Grenada, St. Vincent and 
Tobago and their dependencies, and placed under the administration 
of a Lieutenant-Governor. In 1875 the constitution was reformed by 
the passing of an Act creating a single Legislative Chamber of nine 
nominated and eight elected members in lieu of the House of Assembly 
and Council ; but at its first meeting in February, 1876, the Legislative 
Assembly passed an address to the Queen seeking the vesting of the 
Government in Her Majesty. On 3rd December, 1877, the Colony was 
proclaimed a Crown Colony by virtue of an Imperial Order in Council 
which empowered Her Majesty to comply with the wishes of the 
Legislative Assembly. Thus came into being a Legislative Council 
composed of equal numbers of official and nominated members. On 
ist April, 1925, it was superseded by a Legislative Council comprising 
three nominated and five elected unofficials and seven officials in 
addition to the Governor as President. 

By an Imperial Order in Council dated 27th October, 1936, the con- 
stitution was again varied by the reduction of the number of official 
members to three and by the increase of unofficial representation to 
four nominated and seven elected members, the Governor when 
presiding to have a casting vote only. The first general election under 
this constitution was held on [8th March, 1937. 

On Ist June, 1945, the office of Administrator was constituted by an 
amendment to the Grenada (Legislative Council) Order in Council in 
substitution for the office of Colonial Secretary. 

The constitution was further varied in 1951 by an Imperial Order in 
Council dated Ist August, 1951. A description of the constitution is 
given in the succeeding chapter. The constitutional change was accomp- 
anied by the introduction of adult suffrage which was provided for 
under the Legislative Council (Elections) Ordinance, 1951 (No. 10 
of 1951). 
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Chapter 3: Administration 


The Government of the Colony is provided for under Letters Patent 
and Royal Instructions. The Letters Patent, after constituting and pre- 
scribing the office of Governor of the Windward Islands, provide for 
the appointment of an Administrator for each of the Windward Islands, 
namely Grenada, St. Vincent, St. Lucia and Dominica. They provide 
also for an Executive Council for each of the four Colonies. | 

The Executive Council of Grenada is presided over by the Governor, 
ifhe is present, and consists of the Administrator, the Attorney General 
and the Colonial Treasurer as ex officio members, one official member, 
being a person holding public office in the Colony, one nominated 
member, being a nominated member of the Legislative Council and 
three elected by the Legislative Council from among its elected mem- 
bres. In the absence of the Governor the Administrator presides. 

Under the Royal Instructions the Governor or the Administrator as 
the case may be, is normally required to consult with Executive Council 
in the exercise of his authority but he may act in opposition to the 
advice tendered to him by the members of the Council, in which case 
the Governor is required to report the matter to the Secretary of State 
by the first convenient opportunity with the reasons for his action or 
the action of the Administrator as the case may be. 

The Legislative ‘Council, established by the. Grenada (Legislative 
Council) Order in Council of 1951, is the legislative body of the Colony 
and consists of the Administrator, as President, two ex officio members, 
three nominated members and eight elected members. The Council 
elects one of its members to be Deputy President. The presiding member 
has no original vote but if upon any question the voting is equally 
divided he has a casting vote. 

The Legislative Council is empowered to make laws, styled Ordin- 
ances, which take effect when assented to by the Governor on behalf 
of Her Majesty the Queen. Under Royal Instructions, a reservation is. 
made providing that the Governor shall not, without the prior approval 
of the Secretary of State, assent to certain bills including bills dealing 
with questions of divorce, currency, banking, tariff preferences, inter- 
national treaty obligations, discipline and control of Her Majesty’s. 
Forces, and bills imposing disabilities or restrictions or granting 
advantages or privileges to persons of any racial or religious com- 
munity, Any law to which the Governor shall have given his assent may 
be disallowed by Her Majesty the Queen. 

There is a Legislative Council Standing Committee on Finance,. 
consisting of the Administrator and Colonial Treasurer as ex officio 
members and all the unofficial members of the Council as unofficial 
members. The Administrator is ex officio chairman of the Standing 
Committee but only the unofficial members may exercise votes. All 
Votes entailing expenditure from public funds for which the sanction of 
the Legislative Council is necessary are considered by the Standing 
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Committee of Finance before they are submitted to the Council for its 
acceptance. No item of expenditure that has not been previously 
approved by the Committee may be submitted for the consideration of 
the Council unless a motion to that effect be made. 


ADMINISTRATIVE ORGANISATION 

The business of Government is conducted by the following Depart- 
ments: Administration, Agricultural, Audit, Education, Electricity 
and Telephones, Labour, Legal, Medical, Police, Post Office, Prisons, 
Public Works (including Road and Water Authorities), Treasury 
{including Customs and Income Tax). 

The Government is assisted by a number of statutory bodies and by 
committees appointed by Government. 

Local government is entrusted to a semi-elected District Board in 
each of the six parishes, and to a Town Authority in the case of the 
town of Hillsborough in Carriacou. The membership of District Boards 
varies in number, according to the size of the parish, between 8 and 14 
members. The Town Authority of Hillsborough consists of the District 
‘Officer (chairman) and four other persons appointed by the Governor. 


Chapter 4: Weights and Measures 


Imperial standard weights and measures are established by statute, the 
standards being in the keeping of the Governor and the Colonial 
Treasurer jointly. Annual inspections are carried out by the Police. 
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APPENDIX IV 
‘Crimes and Offences committed during 1951, 1952 and 1953 
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PART I 
Review of 1955 and 1956 


Administrative Events 


Important constitutional changes took place in the years 1955 and 
1956. In 1955 a Committee system was instituted as a prelude to the 
introduction of the Ministerial system. Committees were set up to 
consider and make recommendations to the Government on trade 
and production, communications and works, and education and 
social services. Each Committee consisted of one nominated member 
and three elected members of the Legislative Council. 

This system came to an end in 1956 and was replaced by a 
Ministerial system whereby three unofficial members of the Executive 
Council were appointed as Ministers responsible for departments 
and subjects relating to trade and production, communications and 
works, and social services. 


Economy 

The economy of the Colony suffered severely as a result of the 
ravages of hurricane “‘Janet”’ in September, 1955. Rapid rehabilita- 
tion has been made possible by a contribution of £3-5 million from 
the United Kingdom Government, part of which was a grant and 
part a loan. — 

When the 1956 Estimates were drafted late in 1955, the surplus 
foreseen at the 31st December, 1955, was $1,706,612, made up of: 

Colony Reserve . , $240,001 

General Revenue Balance . $1,466,611 
The actual general revenue balance at 31st December, 1955, was 
$1,634,236 or $167,625 more than the balance forecast. 

The average price of cocoa in 1955 was 231s per kilo and in 1956 
229s per kilo. In the latter year the production of cocoa was very 
much reduced as a result of severe damage caused to plantations by 
hurricane ‘“‘Janet’’. The market for nutmegs continued steady but 
the nutmeg plantations were also severely damaged by the hurricane. 
Prices were more favourable in 1956 and sales were made mostly 
from stocks which had accumulated previously. Exports of bananas 
to the United Kingdom dropped from 92,243 stems in 1955 to 66,839 
in 1956. This decline is another example of the devastation caused 
to agriculture by the hurricane. 


Health : 
The general health of the Colony was satisfactory. After hurricane 
“Janet”? precautionary measures were taken against typhoid, and 
80 per cent of the population was imoculated with T.A.B. vaccine 
supplied by WHO. 
3 
(73178) A2 
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A three-year WHO-UNICEF programme for the eradication of 
malaria was started in 1955. 


New Buildings 


In 1955 new structures completed included a health centre at St. 
David’s, a T.B. sanatorium and nurses’ home, a nurses’ home at | 
Carriacou, a cocoa propagation hot house, a dairy experiment house 
and a jetty at Carriacou. 

In 1956, two Arcon warehouses were erected owing to the loss of | 
the St. George’s Pier during the hurricane the previous year. A new | 
school at St. David’s and 12 bridges were also completed. Work 
was started on new telephone exchanges for the introduction of the | 
new automatic telephone system. A new ward, kitchen and bed lift 
were being added to the Colony hospital. 


Development and Welfare 


The Colony’s Development and Welfare allocation for the five- 
year period Ist April, 1955, to 31st March, 1960, was £540,000. 
The development programme, already handicapped by limited 
funds and lack of skilled personnel, was struck a cruel blow by the 
hurricane of 1955, but rapid recovery is expected. £3,842,500 has 
been made available to meet expenditure under the Rehabilitation 
Programme. This amount includes a contribution of £30,000 from 
the Colony’s Reserve Fund, £312,500 from Grenada’s Colonial 
Development and Welfare allocation, as well as a £2 million grant 
and a loan of up to £1-5 million from United Kingdom funds. 
The following Colonial Development and Welfare schemes have 
been approved: 
D.1592B—Improvement of Existing Land Settlements 
D.1859A—Agriculturdl Development, Carriacou 
D.2056A—Forestry 
D.2098A—Public Health Engineering Unit 
D.2302A—Fisheries Development 
D.2672—Provision of Mechanical Excavator 
D.2693—Recreation Ground, St. Patrick’s 
D.2956—Small-Scale Agriculture. 


Hurricane “‘Janet”’ 

As stated above, the hurricane of 1955 did great damage to agri- 
culture, killed some 120 persons and rendered thousands homeless. 
The pier at St. George’s completely disappeared. A number of 
churches, schools and public buildings were damaged or destroyed, 
and widespread damage was caused to communications, water supply 
and electricity. 

Her Majesty’s Government gave generous assistance by way of a 
grant and loan totalling £3-5 million, without which it would be 
hard to see how the economy of the Island could have survived or 
been rehabilitated. Assistance was also rendered by other British 
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West Indian territories as well as by other British territories; various 
organisations in the United States, the Dutch and French West 
Indies, India and Venezuela; the British Red Cross and its branches 
in the Caribbean and the St. John Ambulance Brigade; and the 
American Red Cross and the Canadian Red Cross. Help was also 
given immediately after the hurricane by H.M.S. Burghead Bay. 


Visits 

Early in 1955 Her Royal Highness Princess Margaret paid a two- 
day visit to the Colony in the Royal Yacht Britannia, and was 
greeted with enthusiasm by the people of Grenada. The main 
features of her visit were the attending of a school children’s rally 
at Queen’s Park, when she formally opened the Windward Islands 
Broadcasting Station; and eleven-mile drive to the country districts; 
a Garden Party at which she met 600 guests, and a reception at 
Government House. 


H.M.S. Superb, flagship of the America and West Indies Station, 
visited Grenada and H.M.S. Triumph visited Carriacou early in 1955. 
Later in the same year H.M.S. Burghead Bay and Morecambe Bay 
also called at Grenada. In 1956 H.M.S. Kenya, wearing the flag of 
Vice-Admiral J. W. M. Eaton, Commander-in-Chief of the America 
and West Indies Squadron, visited the Colony. Football and cricket 
matches were played with local teams and entertainment was 
provided by clubs and individuals. 

The Australian touring cricket team visited Grenada in 1955 and 
played a two-day match at Queen’s Park against a Windward Islands 
-elowou. Tlie suai CuUucd ll a Uraw. 

The following people visited the Island during 1955 ana 1044. 

Mr. W. I. J. Wallace, Head of the West Indian Department, 
Colonial Office. 

Sir Allan Chalmers Smith, Chairman, Federation Judicial 
Commission. 

Sir Hilary Blood, Chairman, Federation Civil Service Com- 
mission. 

Sir Sydney Caine, Federation Fiscal Commission. 

Miss F. H. Gwilliam, Assistant Educational Adviser, Colonial 
Office. 

Mr. J. L. Colon, Director of the Caribbean Training Programme 
in Puerto Rico. 

Dr. A. B. Thornton, Senior Lecturer in History, University of 
Aberdeen. 
Dr. R. M. Lloyd-Still, Medical Superintendent, Medical 

Hospital, Barbados. - 
Mr. Percy Arnold, Assistant Editor of New Commonwealth. 
Mr. G. F. Sayers, Adviser on Colonial Affairs to the Conserva- 
tive Party in the United Kingdom. 
Sir Stanley Unwin. 
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Mr. Gordon Mosley, Head of Overseas Talks and Features, 
B.B.C. 

Mr. B. J. Surridge, Adviser on Co-operation, Colonial Office. 

Mr. J. H. P. Hawtrey, Deputy Chief Civil Engineer, Crown 
Agents Office. 

Mr. W. A. Richardson of the B.B.C. General Overseas Service 
(now Federal Information Officer). 

Mr. Stephen M. Spencer, Assistant Editor to the Saturday 
Evening Post. 

Signor E. Guidotti, First Secretary to the Italian Embassy in 
Caracas. 

Mr.-A. P. Evans, Crown Agents’ Deputy Chief Mechanical 
Engineer. 

Honourable Learie Constantine, Minister for Communications 
and Works, Trinidad. 

The Right Honourable Patrick Gordon-Walker, M.P. (Labour), 
Leader, United Kingdom delegation of the Commonwealth 
Parliamentary Association. 

Mr. Nigel T. L. Fisher, M.P. (Conservative), member, United 
Kingdom delegation of the Commonwealth Parliamentary 
Association. 

Lady Tweedsmuir, M.P. (Conservative), member, United King- 
dom delegation of the Commonwealth Parliamentary 
Association. 
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PART II 
Chapter 1: Population 


ACCORDING to a census taken in April, 1946, the population of the 
Colony was 72,387. The estimated end-year population in the years 
1951 to 1956 was as follows: 


1951. : : . 80,056 
1952. : : . 82,086 
1953... ‘ : . 84,007 
1954. ; ‘ - 85,599 
1955. ‘ , - 88,215 
1956. , ‘ . 89,068 


The following table gives the vital statistics for 1951-55: 
Vital Statistics, 1951-55 





1951 1952 1953 1954 1955 


Births: Males ; ‘ 1,571 1,564 1,639 1,743 1,969 
Females. ; 1,466 1,555 1,644 1,764 1,950 
TOTAL... 3,037 3,119 3,283 3,507 3,919 

Deaths ; , ‘ 1,276 1,255 1,08 793 1,205 
Death rate per thousand 16-2 15-5 13-0 9-3 13-8 
Infant mortality rate* . 105-7 96°8 67:6 47-0 76-0 





*Deaths under one year per thousand live births. 


There were 364 marriages registered in 1951, 329 in 1952, 330 in 
1953, 390 in 1954 and 317 in 1955. 


Chapter 2: Occupations, Wages and Labour 
Organisation 


EMPLOYMENT 


The feliseing table shows the distribution of the gainfully employed 
population of the Colony according to the 1946 census: | 





F 2 ; No. 

Agriculture . weg 15: Be. sw . 12,432 
Quarrying . : we. eg : : 7 
Fishing : : ; er o og ; : 495 
Forestry . “ea ; : 136 
Factory and Workshop . a a . 3,980 
Construction ; : . ‘ 3,338 
Transport and Gomiiunieations : : : 641 
Trade and Finance ; ; : . . 2,284 
Professional service ; ; : P ; 897 
Public service : : : é ’ . 568 
Personal service . ; : ; , ‘ 486 
Domestic service .— - oe . 2 °°2,124 
Miscellaneous industries: ; , ny ¢.) 

TOTAL . . 27, 606 





' The cisely of local labour, both skilled and unskilled, is sufficient 
to meet the demand, but as the Colony is mainly agricultural the 
scope of skilled labour is very restricted. 


The density of the population (544 to the square mile) tends to 
encourage emigration. The former main sources of employment 
abroad—Curacao and Aruba in the Netherlands West Indies—no 
longer provide an outlet for the Colony’s surplus labour. It is 
possible, however, to obtain employment for a small number of men 
in the United States, under the scheme for the temporary employment 
of British West Indians in agricultural work in the United States of 
America, which is operated by the Regional Labour Board on 
behalf of participating British West Indian Governments. The 
following numbers have been recruited from the commencement of 
this Colony’s participation in the scheme: 


I9S1 = 1952 1953 1954 1955 1956 
200 150 32 27 93 18 


The main source of foreign employment in the years 1955 and 1956 
was the United Kingdom: 545 persons in 1955 and 1,003 in 1956 
migrated to the United Kingdom. 
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| Wages and Hours of Work 


Wage:rates in the more important forms of employment were: 
Per Day 
Agricultural workers $ 
Male : . : : ‘ . 1:44 
Female : : ; : ; . 1:20 
Government unskilled workers 
Male ; : j ; ; . 1°44 
Female ; : ; ; ; . 1°20 
Artisans 
Foremen ; , : ; .  4-00-6-00 
Grade A. : : . ; . 3:00-3:62 
GradeB , : : ; . 2°40-3-00 
Grade C (Helpers) 1:68-2:40 
. Per Hour 
Waterfront workers $ 
Stevedores (Chief) ; ; : . 1-60 
Foremen . ? ; ; ; . 1:223 
Winchmen, gangwaymen . . ; 76$ cents 
Holdmen . ‘ : ; . 5 624 cents 
Tally clerks ‘ : ; : ; 623-744 cents 
Longshoremen 
Foremen : , ; ; .  1°224 
Chief warehousemen . . ; . 764 cents 
Truckmen . : : P : , 534 cents 
Storers, slingmen, handymen. . : 603 cents 
Shop assistants Per Month 
Town of St. George’s $ 
Wholesale : p , ; . 40-00 
Retail. : ; é ‘ . 35:00 
Town of Grenville 
Wholesale ‘ 2 , : . 35-00 
Retail . ; ‘ ; ; . 30:00 
Towns of Sauteurs, Victoria, Gouyave and 
Hillsborough 
Wholesale : . ; ‘. . 30-00 
Retail. . , : ‘. . 25:00 
Other districts 
Wholesale , ; ; . . 25:00 
Retail. : ; ; ; . 20°00 


The above rates for shop assistants were subject to the proviso 
that, in any business in which fewer than four persons were employed, 
the rates set out above should be reduced by $5-00 per month. 

The hours of work are generally eight per day. Agricultural workers 
are usually required to work a ten-day fortnight. 

Shop assistants work five and a half days per week. 


COST OF LIVING 
The cost of living index for agricultural workers stood at 294 at the 
end of 1956 (August, 1939 = 100). 
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Retail Prices of Principal Items of Consumption 


Unit of | August, 31st 


; 1939 December, 
Item Quantity 1956 
Cents Cents 
Food 
Rice . Ib. 4 14 
Flour , : , ; ; ‘ Ib. 4 11 
Sugar: Searles. : . far" « as lb. 5 144 
Unrefined crystals . ; ‘ Ib. 4 124 
Unrefined wet . , ‘ ' Ib. 3 13 
Saltfish ; ‘ , ‘ , ‘ Ib. 9 36 
Ground provisions: Sweet potatoes ; Ib. z 6 
Yams. ; ‘ Ib. 3 10 
Tannias . ‘ ; Ib. 3 9 
Fruits: Plantains, green ; Ib 4 10 
Plantains, ripe Ib 6 10 
Bluggoes . lb 1 E 
Bananas . Ib 4 4 
Clothing 
Denim ; yard 20 86 
Zephyr ; yard 16 44 
Drill: Khaki yard 24 $1-06 
White yard 24 $1-16 
Shoes: Men . . ; ‘ ; pair $2-82 $4-37 
Women . ‘ : ‘ : pair $2:16 $3-55 
Fuel and Cleaning 
Kerosene . , ‘ ; : ; gallon 19 48 
Matches ' : : box 1 2 
Soap . e ‘ ; , . ‘ bar 103 36 
Charcoal (less than 12 1b.) . : , Ib. —_— 
All others 
Cup and saucer . ‘ ‘ : ‘ each 20 45 
Plate . ; : , ‘ ; ; each 14 41 
Cutlass ‘ ‘ : , ; : each 32 80 
Fork, agricultural , : , i each $1-68 $6:00 
Medical . ; ‘ : ; ‘ each 24 - 
Benefit Society . : ; ‘ ; each 12 42 





LABOUR DEPARTMENT 


The staff of the Labour Department consists of a Labour Com- 
missioner, a Labour Inspector and two clerks. The Labour Com- 
missioner is responsible for ensuring compliance with all labour 
legislation, and is required to pay regular visits to estates and other 
places of employment to ensure that conditions are satisfactory and 
that statutory minimum wage rates are being paid. He is responsible 
for fostering the development of the trade union movement; he 
advises trade unions generally and undertakes conciliation in disputes 
between employers and workers. An Advisory Board is constituted 
by statute to assist the Labour Commissioner and to advise the 
Government generally on matters affecting labour. 
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There were 10 registered unions in the Colony, with membership 
constituted as follows: 


Organisation 
Grenada Workers’ Union P 


Grenada Labour Party (General Workers” 
Union) 


Grenada Trades Union (formerly the 
Grenada Manual and Mental Workers’ 
Union) 


Society of Agricultural Labourers 


Grenada Seamen and Waterfront Workers’ 
Union 


Grenada Taxi and Motor Transport 
Drivers’ Union 
Grenada Agriculturists’ Union 


Amalgamated Workers’ Trade Union j 
Commercial and Industrial Workers’ Union 


Grenada Trades Union Council 


Type of Membership 
Open to all classes of workers 
Open to all classes of workers 


Open to all classes of workers 


Open to agricultural workers 
on Plaisance Estate, St. 
John’s 


Open to all waterfront workers 


Open to all persons who drive 
or are owners of taxis and 
ones vehicles plying for 

e 


Open to all employers of 
agricultural labour 


Open to all classes 


To commercial and industrial 
workers 


Representing Grenada Sea- 


men and Waterfront Work- 
ers’ Union and Grenada 
Labour Party (General 
Workers’ Union) 


LABOUR LEGISLATION 


The principal labour legislation in force was as follows: 
The Department of Labour Ordinance (No. 16 of 1940) and sub- 
sidiary Orders made thereunder. 


The Workmen’s Compensation Ordinance (No. 19 of 1934) and 
amendments thereto. 


The Trade Union and Trade Pou Ordinance (No. 20 of 
1934). 


The 1943), Disputes (Arbitration and Inquiry) Ordinance (No. 5 
of 1943 


The Employment of Women, Young Persons and Children 
Ordinance (Cap. 75). 


The Recruiting of Workers Ordinance (No. 17 of 1939). 


The Public Utility Undertakings and Public Health Service 
Arbitration Ordinance (No. 3 of 1951) and amendment thereto. 


The Wages Council Ordinance (No. 4 of 1951). 


The Accidents and Occupational Diseases (Notification) Ordi- 
nance (No. 9 of 1951). 
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Chapter 3: Public Finance and Taxation 


REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE 


THE following table shows the revenue and expenditure of the 
Colony for the five-year period 1952-56. 






REVENUE 


Year Teal ation 
Revenue CD.&W. 
$ $ 

1952 3,589,101 | 288,783 
1953 3,631,078 | 275,721 
1954 4,367,641 | 459,434 
1955 4,898,999 | 288,577 
4,790,922 71,710 



















Local 
Expendi- 
ture 


$ 
3,509,464 
3,949,572 
4,085,880 
4,410,100 
4,783,693 





$ 
3,877,884 
3,906,799 
4,827,075 
5,187,556 
4,862,632 






EXPENDITURE 


C.D.&W. 
Expendi- 
ture 


$ 
278,895 
397,244 
342,119 
292,878 
225,357 






Total 


$ 
3,788,359 
4,346,816 
4,427,999 
4,702,978 
5,009,050 








The main heads of revenue and expenditure in 1954-56 were as 
follows: 


Customs 

Harbour Dues 

Income Tax . 

Licences, Excise, &e. , 

Other Duties and Taxes 

Fees of Court or Office . 

Post Office . : 

Electricity, Telephones ; 

Miscellaneous 

Colonial Development and 
Welfare : ’ 


TOTAL 


The Governor 
Legislature 
Administration 
Agriculture . 

Audit . ‘ 
Central Road Authority ; 
Central Water puromty 
Charitable 


Revenue 
1954 1955 
$ $ 
2,490.022 2,784,326 
54,263 67,361 
615,304 794,764 
372,115 408,889 
152,558 120,634 
206,706 217,618 
104,492 149,202 
157,305 182,352 
214,876 173,853 
459,434 288,557 
$4,827,075 5,187,556 
Expenditure 
1954 1955 
$ $ 

36,742 32,547 
50,479 40,582 
117,886 99,882 
173,715 215,236 
21,017 23,157 
272,667 294,636 
73,232 109,317 
60,999 69,197 
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1956 


$ 
2,570,341 


76,719 
894,975 
421,168 
166,498 
221,682 
152,152 
189,378 

98,009 


71,710 


4,862,632 


1956 
$ 


29,607 
48,534 
136,161 
189,705 
24,850 
247,011 
112,866 
76,434 
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Au 1955 rg 
$ 
Colonial a es ss 
Welfare. 342,119 292,878 225,357 
Education . ; 509,070 514,421 534,853 
Electricity and Refrigeration , 113,524 184,740 109,714 
Judicial ; ; 74,301 77,167 77,994 
Labour , , : ; 13,886 14,454 9,403 
Legal . : ' ; ; 14,623 25,124 21,074 
Loans and Advances. : 20,445 8,834 14,342 
Medical and Sanitary . : 611,717 653,214 634,634 
Miscellaneous : d : 160,864 184,218 709,666 
Pensions : [ : ; 190,573 175,982 156,690 
Police . P : : ‘ 282,161 297,522 327,841 
Port and Marine . ; : 34,157 38,954 20,850 
Post Office . : : ; 114,845 103,521 111,142 
Prisons . : F . 52,121 46,733 42,207 
Public Debt . : . ; 178,972 175,122 170,319 
Public Library , : ‘ 11,705 13,759 14,926 
Public Works . : 72,790 68,864 75,521 
Public Works Recurrent. ; 350,139 318,120 391,174 
Public Works Ee : 127,036 169,241 107,835 
Subventions . : : 138,649 233,041 166,871 
Supply Control. : : 9,642 9,392 9,053 
Telephone . , ; 57,798 67,402 62,808 
Treasury and Customs . ‘ 140,125 145,721 149,608 
TOTAL . $4,427,999 4,702,978 5,009,050 


PUBLIC DEBT 


The Colony’s Public Debt amounted to $2,859,515 at 31st December, 
ae and to $5,428,441 at 31st December, 1956. It was made up as 
ollows: 


1955 1956 
$ 
Reconstruction of Western Main Road 
(1932) : 140,677 -80 140,677: 80 
Electric Light and Telephones (1927) : 195,419-84 195,419-84 
St. Andrew’s Market (1928) . 33,144°62 33,144-62 
St. Andrew’s Water Supply Extension 
(1930) 17,275:06 17,275 -06 
Public Works (1936) . ‘ : 799,680-00 799,680-00 
Sundry Public Works (1938) ; 119,450: 38 119,450-38 
Grenada (Development as Loan 
(1950) . ‘ .  1,540,800-00 1,540,800-00 
Public Health Schemes : : ; 43-28 — 
Anti-Malaria Drainage , : ; 1,528 - 26 — 
Grenada Land Settlement . : ; 3,554-62 1,993-28 
Hurricane Rehabilitation . : , — 2,580,000-00 
TOTAL . $2,851,573-86 5,428,440-98 


Accumulated sinking funds amounted to $922,657 in 1955 and 
$989,174 in 1956. 

Assets and liabilities at 3lst December, 1955, and 1956, are shown 
at Appendix I. 
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MAIN HEADS OF TAXATION 


Customs and Excise 

The customs tariff is based on both ad valorem and specific rates, 
the former varying from 5 per cent to 424 per cent, separate rates 
being prescribed under British preferential and general heads. Since . 
1939 a war tax in the form of a surcharge on import duty, varying © 
between 10 per cent and 20 per cent, has been imposed. 

The only article liable to excise duty is rum, the duty on which is | 
$2:81 per proof gallon, plus a war tax of 30 per cent. A trade duty 
of 50 cents and 66 cents per proof gallon is also imposed on local ; 
rum and imported spirits respectively. A war tax of 30 per cent is - 
payable on this duty. 


Stamp Duties 
Stamp duties are imposed under the Stamp Ordinance, Cap. 216 
of the Grenada Revised Laws, 1934, and amending Ordinances 10 
and 18 of 1952. The duties are laid down in an amended schedule to 
the Ordinance contained in Statutory Rules and Orders No. 65 of 

1939 as amended by No. 36 of 1953. 


Property Tax 

There is a land tax of 24 cents per acre, and a house tax, on 
houses of a rental value of over $24 per annum, is levied on a sliding 
scale varying between $1:20 per house, not exceeding $28-80 per 
annum rental value, and 8 per cent in the case of houses of over 
$144-00 rental value. 


Income Tax | 

Income tax is based upon the chargeable income for the year | 
immediately proceeding the year of assessment, and is charged at . 
the following rates: 


Individuals 
For every dollar or part thereof of the chargeable income— 
$ Cents 

First 500. : ; : 3 
Next 500 4 
» 200 6 

» 300 8 

» 300 10 

» 300 12 

» 200 14 

» 200 16 

» 200 18 

» 200 20 

» 2,200 26 

» 2,200 32 

»» 2,500 38 

» 2,200 44 
000 54 


2 Ds . i ae. me 46 
Over 20,000 . : : : . 60 
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Companies 
On every dollar ; ; : . 37§ cents 


Allowances for Individuals 

(a) Personal allowance—$480 for a resident in the Colony or for 
a British subject. 

(6) Life Insurance premium—premium up to one-sixth of charge- 
able income after deducting the allowances at (a) above. 

(c) Allowance for wife $240, and each child $240. 

Appendix IT shows the incidence of income tax in 1955 and 1956, 
gross incomes assessed, and net tax payable and received. 


Estate Duty 
Estate duty is payable at the following rates: 
When the principal Estate Duty shall be 
value of the payable at the rate 
Estate ; ; per $480 - 00) of 
Exceeds 480 but not 1,440 4-80 
Exceeds 1,440 but not 2,400 9-60 
Exceeds 2,400 but not 4,800 19-20 
Exceeds 4,800 but not 14,400 24-00 
Exceeds 14,400 but not 24,000 36-00 
Exceeds 24,000 but not 48,000 60-00 
Exceeds 48,000 but not 96,000 72-00 
Exceeds 96,000 but not 192,000 96-00 
Exceeds 192,000 but not 288,000 120-00 
Exceeds 288,000 192-00 


Only one-half of the above rates is paid in respect of property 
passing on death to the mother, wife or children of the deceased; 
but in respect of property passing to any person other than the father, 
grandfather, mother, grandmother, husband, wife, uncle, aunt, 
brother, sister, niece, nephew, lawful issue, or a natural child, or to 
the lawful issue of a lawful child of the deceased, the rates of estate 
duty shall be twice those prescribed by the schedule above. 


Chapter 4: Currency and Banking 


CURRENCY 


THE currency of the Colony is the West Indian dollar which is linked 
to sterling at the rate of $4-80 to the £. 

Notes issued by the Eastern Caribbean Currency Board were 
introduced in 1951 when the Windward Islands joined with the other 
British territories in the Eastern Caribbean (Barbados, British 
Guiana, the Leeward Islands and Trinidad) in a common currency. 


16 Grenada: 1955-56 
Notes issued by the Government of Trinidad and Tobago, Barclays 


Bank (Dominion, Colonial and Overseas) and the Royal Bank of © 


Canada continue as legal tender but are being withdrawn and the 
banks’ powers of note issue have been terminated. Meanwhile 
United Kingdom coinage has also largely been replaced by the 
Board’s own dollar coinage, though the diminishing United Kingdom 
coinage continues as legal tender. 


BANKING 
There is a branch of Barclays Bank (D.C.O.) and one of the Royal 
Bank of Canada in St. George’s, and an agency of each in the town 
of Grenville. Each bank maintains a savings department. 

The Grenada Co-operative Bank Limited provides loan and credit 
facilities and also maintains a savings department. Loan facilities are 
also provided by the Building and Loan Association. 

There is a Government Savings Bank established as a sub- 
department of the Treasury, with a branch in every parish. The 
number of depositors at the end of 1956 was 10,810 and the deposits 
amounted to $1,322,972, compared with 11,297 depositors and 
$1,505,711 deposits at the end of 1955. 


Chapter 5: Commerce 


THE following table shows the total value of imports and exports 
(including re-exports, but excluding bullion and specie) during 
1952-56: 














Exports 











_ Year Imports (including Re-exports 
re-exports) 
$ 
1952 156,374 
$953: i 85,876 
1954 31,017 
1955 15,615 
1956 4,861,186 17,088 





IMPORTS 
Manufactured articles, foodstuffs and drink account for the major 
portion of the Colony’s imports, their sources being the United 
Kingdom, other West Indian islands, Canada, the United States of 
America and Germany. The principal items imported during 1955 
and 1956 are shown in the following table. 


“ 


ie elaine 


Commodity 


Class I: Food, Drink and 

Tobacco 

Beer and Ale . 

Butter and substitutes 

Fish, all kinds 

Grain, etc., Rice 

Flour 

Meats 

Sugar. 

Tobacco, unmanufac- 
tured . 


TOTAL Class I 


Class IT: Raw Materials 


Lumber . 


TOTAL Class IT 


Class II: Articles wholly 


or mainly manufac- 
tured 

Apparel . 

Bags and sacks 

Boots and shoes 


Motor cars 

Motor car 

Tyres and tubes 

Cement . ‘ ? 

Cotton piece goods . 

Hardware 

Metals: iron and steel 
manufactures 

Ses motor pune 

per. 
Silk, artificial . 


TOTAL Class III 





Class IV: Animals not 
for food 
TOTAL . 


ees | eee | eee | coer pe ee | Oe 
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ee | tiers | eee ERS | Erne | ee ED 


Commerce 
Imports 
1955 
Unit 
Quantity Value 
$ 
gal. 70,015 184,331 
Ib. 104,843 87,850 
lb. 1,229,447 340,949 
lb. | 2,668,070 294,003 
ib. {10,826,853 | 1,337,463 
lb. 371,381 205,919 
Ib. 1,037,806 | - 110,099 
lb. 129,466 122,352 
3,203,802 
. jsup. ft.; 2,296,689 635,062 
727,997 
— — 176,973 
doz. 7,333 47,986 
doz. 10,838 257,603 
pr. 

No. 164 310,448 
parts — 69,905 
— — 168,795 
Ib. [12,982,151 303,084 
yd. | 1,038,475 404,632 
— — 116,479 
— — 761,657 
gal. 612,916 214,775 
— — 76,642 
yd. 783,634 267,429 
5,439,890 
































1956 
Quantity Value 
$ 
81,747 220,531 
130,239 109,110 
1,304,510 356,546 
2,304.240 258,916 
16, 115,124 | 1,096,287 
568, 760 274,175 
2, 128,429 225,894 
125,161 99,081 
4,333,377 
4,696,323 | 1,602,126 
1,835,332 
— 237,976 
4,075 27,073 
11,365 370,947 
114 235,357 
= 89,039 
— 203,299 
9,959,447 249,063 
1,039,676 374,083 
— 108,975 
— 810,744 
694,852 266,526 
—— 82,847 
310,236 177,216 
5,988,570 
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EXPORTS 


The principal exports during 1955 and 1956 are shown in the 
following table. 


Exports 


1955 1956 


Commodity Unit 
Quantity Value Quantity Value 


$ $ 
Cocoa ‘ ; os Ome. 47,327 | 4,158,807 11,400 650,187 
Nutmegs . ‘ . | cwt. 52,887 | 2,727,051 35,626 | 3,462,055 
Nutmeg oil re ee | 6,570 35,046 2,385 21,675 
Mace : . | cwt 6,478 | 1,172,512 1,169 461,971 
Raw cotton cwt 1,167 78,222 796 43,635 
Copra cwt 13,361 197,754 2,259 32,989 
Lime oil . i ee 3,631 25,953 2,904 
Bananas. ‘ . | stems 92,243 139,500 66,839 138,500 


Chapter 6: Production 


LAND UTILISATION 


THERE is little cultivable land which is not utilised. There are some 
4,000 acres of Crown land under forest and about 8,000 acres of 
forest land under private ownership. About 55,000 acres are suitable. 
for agriculture; approximately 41,500 acres were under cultivation 
in 1955 and 1956. About half this area is cultivated in estates and the 
remainder in small holdings of various kinds. 

The number and acreage of cultivated farms are given below. 


Under Over 25 and Over 100 and Over 
25 acres under 100 acres under 500 acres 500 acres 
18,610 303 89 16 


There are 14 land settlements. There is a scheme financed from 
Colonial Development and Welfare funds for the rehabilitation of 
existing land settlement areas. 

Soils are mainly volcanic in origin and red and brown earth soils 
predominate. Hygromorphic clays are found in the coastal areas 
with some alluvium. 

Soil erosion is a major problem and the Agricultural Department 
is continuing to demonstrate methods of conservation to cultivators. 
The conservation of forest, soil, water and other natural resources 
is governed by the Forest, Soil and Water Conservation Ordinance, 
1949, 
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AGRICULTURE 


The Colony’s exports are entirely agricultural. Food for local con- 
sumption is also produced, but the quantities are frequently short of 
the minimum needs of the community. 

The major crops grown are cocoa and nutmegs, for which the 
environment is admirably suited. Sugar cane is grown mainly in the 
southern portion of the island where the terrain is more gently 
sloping. The acreages under the main export and food crops were 
as follows: 


Acres 
Cocoa ; : : : . 11,534 
Nutmegs . : ’ ; : 2,825 
Coconuts . ; ‘ ‘ ; 4,638 
Bananas . ' F ‘ , 3,500 
Sugar cane ‘ : 1,800 
Citrus (mainly limes) . : ‘ 1,200 
Food crops ‘ 7,200 


- The topography of the island and the relatively small agricultural 
. units make mechanical tillage difficult and in some cases impractic- 
able, particularly in the case of the tree crops, but there has been 
. Increased interest in tractors for haulage. 

There are no general ploughing, sowing or harvesting seasons. 
Although the main planting season for food crops is in May, many 
crops can be grown with success the whole year round. 


Cocoa 


A total of 1,114 acres of clonal cocoa were planted throughout 
the Colony up to the end of 1954; 169 acres were planted in 1955 

and 8 acres in 1956, bringing the total acreage under clonal cocoa to 
‘ 1,291. The small acreage planted in 1955 was a result of the high 
death-rate during the dry season, February to June, 1955, of plants 
which had been planted in the preceding years. A total of 43,900 
plants, which represents 27 per cent of the number of plants 
distributed as originals in 1954 was distributed for this purpose. 
This high rate of replacement, therefore, reduced the number of 
plants that normally would have been distributed for the establish- 
ment of new plots. 

In 1956, most of the plants distributed were for replacing clones 
which perished as a result of the hurricane in September, 1955. 

The hurricane also had the effect of reducing considerably the 
production of plants on the propagation stations during the latter 
part of 1955 and also in 1956. 

Severe damage was caused to both old seedling cocoa fields and 
young clonal cocoa fields. The clonal fields, however, recovered very 
quickly, and some of the estates with appreciable acreages of clones 
are relying on those young fields to increase their crop production. 

In the following table, which shows the export of cocoa for 
1950-56, it will be observed that exports dropped slightly in 1955, 
with a steep drop in 1956 resulting from the effect on production of 
the hurricane of September, 1955. 
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Year Amount Value 
Cut. $ 
1950. : ~ 40,227 2,434,634 
1951. : . 48,504 3,576,116 
1952. . . 54,178 3,537,395 
1953. . . 61,128 3,852,773 
1954, . . 51,362 4,959,403 
1955. : . 47,327 4,158,807 
1956. 11,400 650,187 


It was estimated that the export of cocoa beans in 1957 would 
amount to about 16,700 cwt. 


Nutmegs and Mace 

The Grenada Co-operative Nutmeg Association was established 
in 1946, under the Nutmeg Industry Ordinance, 1946, to safeguard 
and promote the interests of the nutmeg industry, and in particular 
to market the nutmegs and regulate and control their export. During 
1955 and 1956 the quantities delivered to the Association’s receiving 
and curing centres were as follows: 


1955 1956 

| (ib.) (ib.) 
Cured in shell ‘ : . 1,899,362 267,363 
Uncured in shell . : . 5,097,276 70,560 
Grinders ‘ ‘ , . 89,480 7,196 
Whole mace : ; . 364,544 23,488 
Broken mace ; ‘ : 192,895 3,601 


Deliveries to the two new large receiving and curing centres at 
Gouyave and Victoria went steadily. 


The following table shows exports of nutmegs, mace and nutmeg 
oil for the years 1950 to 1956. 





Total 
Year Nutmegs Mace il “he 
cwt. cwt. : $ 
1950, . 61,947 6,515 3,976,488 
1951, : 23,152 5,199 2,199,514 
1952, ‘ ; 6,886 2,334,987 
1953. ‘ 37,082 7,505 2,328,894 
1954, : 48,881 7,439 2,935,227 
“Gf955 : 52,887 6,478 934,609 
1956 yj : 35,626 1,169 3,934,609 
Cotton 


Cotton of the variety known as “‘Antilles’’ is produced exclusively 
in Carriacou. Prices within recent years have not been particularly 
good. Improvement in ginning has been secured by the establishment 
by the Government of a central ginnery on behalf of the growers, 
which handles the entire crop. Exports were 1,167 cwt. in 1955 and 
796 cwt. in 1956. 
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Copra and By-products 


The price of copra was $300 per ton c.i.f. Barbados in 1955 and 
in 1956. Exports of copra amounted to 13,361 cwt. valued at $197,754 
in 1955, as compared with 2,259 cwt. valued at $32,989 in 1956. 

Production of locally-made laundry soap was 371,850 lb., valued 
at $59,854, in 1954. The quantity of coconut oil produced in 1954 
was 42,248 gallons, valued at $98,581. In addition, 286,500 Ib. of 
coconut meal were produced in 1954 for local consumption. The 
operation of a modern coconut oil factory locally has resulted in 


reduced exports of copra, but greatly increased production of edible 
oil for local use 


Bananas 

Exports of bananas in 1956 totalled 66,839 stems, valued at 
$138,500, compared with 92,243 stems valued at $139,500 in 1955, 
Limes 


The following table shows the exports of lime oil and lime juice 
for the years 1952-56: 


Lime Lime Total 
Year Oil Juice Value 
Ib. gallons $ 
1952. ; 4,018 133,080 92,542 
1953. P 7,068 83,280 99,585 
1954 . , 10,270 1,600 64,600 
1955. , 3,631 23,480 33,488 
1956 . ‘ 460 33,520 10,786 


Sugar 


A small quantity of sugar was produced and processed to the 
unrefined state in a factory built in 1935. In 1956 the Grenada Sugar 
Factory Limited produced 2,697 tons of sugar compared with 2,527 
tons in 1954. The factory and seven distilleries produced 86,194 proof 
gallons of rum in 1955 and 80,436 proof gallons in 1956. 


Food Crops 


A Government-operated marketing organisation was set up 
towards the end of 1951, principally to encourage increased produc- 
tion of food crops. Guaranteed minimum prices are offered for the 
principal food crops. 


AGRICULTURAL DEPARTMENT 


The staff of the Department of Agriculture comprises the Superin- 
tendent of Agriculture, a Cocoa Agronomist, two Agricultural 
Officers, one Veterinary Officer, one Fishery Officer, one senior 
Agricultural Assistant, six Agricultural Assistants, two Senior 
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Agricultural Instructors, 13 Junior Agricultural Instructors, two 
Produce Inspectors, one Forest Supervisor, two Forest Rangers and 
seven Forest Guards. 

The Department was mainly concerned with the cocoa rehabilita- 
tion scheme, hurricane rehabilitation work and agricultural extension 
work, including soil conservation. 


ANIMAL HUSBANDRY 
It is estimated that there are the following numbers of livestock: 


No. 
Cattle . ; . : ; ; j 7,500 
Horses, Mules and Donkeys . . . 6,000 
Sheep and Goats . . . ‘ ; 9,000 
Swine. : : ; ‘ ‘ : 7,500 


Poultry . ‘ ‘ F 


There are four stud centres, which are well utilised. A scheme for 
artificial insemination was introduced in 1953. 


FORESTRY 


It is forest policy to protect catchment areas, to extend the reserves 
to include other areas necessary for soil and water conservation and 
to carry out a survey to demarcate all such areas. 

The forested areas of Grenada may be divided into the following 


types: 


Acres 
Rain Forest (Crown) , . ; ; 4,394 
Rain Forest (Private) , ‘ , ; 7,852 


In addition there are 6,176 acres of permanent waste land, scrub 
and dry woodland. 

No systematic exploitation is attempted. Controlled exploitation 
is limited to an area of some 1,110 acres in the central highlands. 
Spasmodic, uncontrolled cutting of timber and food garden sites by 
peasants is the most important form of exploitation and represents 
a destructive force which the Government is endeavouring to curtail. 

The Government owns 4,394 acres of reserved forest and plans to 
demarcate to forestry an additional 4,600 acres by 1963. The whole 
of this area hes in the central highlands, which are Grenada’s main 
water catchments, hence the importance of their conservation. 

The forestry staff, which 1s attached to the Agricultural Depart- 
ment, consists of one Forest Supervisor, two Forest Rangers and six 
Forest Guards. A Conservator of Forests for Grenada, St. Vincent 
and St. Lucia was appointed in 1952 with headquarters in St. Lucia. 

A scheme financed by Colonial Development and Welfare funds 
for carrying out essential improvement works in the forest reserves 
was approved in 1953 and at the end of 1955 was continued. 

A grant of $50,000 and a loan of $20,000 has been allocated to 
Forestry Rehabilitation funds for afforestation and timber 
development. 
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FISHERIES 


Fishing is practised mainly along the leeward or western coast of 
the island. Methods are primitive, the beach seine and the hand-line 
being the chief methods of capture. Fish pots are also used close 
inshore. Few facilities exist for storage and preservation of catches. 
The demand for fish is good but supplies are inadequate. 

A scheme for fisheries development was approved in 1951 and a 
Fishery Officer was appointed. He has been investigating ways of 
improving the industry. 

Two powered boats have been built. 


MANUFACTURING INDUSTRIES 


The Colony’s industries are mainly confined to the production of 
unrefined sugar and rum in one factory, and of lime oil in a factory 
in St. George’s and in another on an estate in Carriacou. Rum is 
also manufactured in seven other distilleries in the Colony. 

A modern cigarette factory, using imported dried leaf, has been 
operating successfully for several years, and meets the Colony’s 
needs for the cheaper grade of cigarette. 

Two small soap factories utilising locally-grown copra produce 
almost sufficient laundry soap to meet the needs of the Colony. One 
factory manufactures edible oil and stockfeed. 

Baskets, brooms and hats are made by peasants for sale locally, 
and in one area, where the requisite “‘pine”’ grows in profusion, the 
residents make “plait”? from the dried leaves for sale to a local 
company which converts it into hats, bags, slippers, etc. The finished 
articles find a ready market locally and amongst tourists, and there 
is a small export trade. 


Chapter 7: Social Services 


EDUCATION 


IN 1955 and 1956 primary education was provided in 54 schools, 
11 of which were maintained entirely by the Government, the 
remainder being denominational schools in receipt of grants-in-aid. 
There were also four housecraft and four handicraft centres. All 
teachers’ salaries are provided by the Government, and for the most 
part the schools are maintained from public funds save for the main- 
tenance of the buildings. Dilapidated denominational buildings are 
gradually to be replaced by Government-owned buildings constructed 
to a standard design and operated by the denomination concerned 
under an agreement with the Government. 

There were 19,104 children on the rolls of the elementary schools 
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in 1955 and 19,076 in 1956. The average attendance was 14,338, or 
75 per cent of the number enrolled, in 1955, and 14,377, or 75-3 
per cent, in 1956. Compulsory attendance has been extended to 
include the entire Colony, except Carriacou and Petite Martinique. 
There were 477 teachers in the elementary schools in 1955 and 490 
in 1956. 

The six secondary schools (one Government and five grant-aided) 
had a total roll of 1,307 in 1955 and 1,330 in 1956. Two of these 
schools are for boys, three for girls, and one is mixed. The Grenada 
Boys’ Secondary School and the St. Joseph’s Convent have boarding 
facilities. There were 17 teachers at the Government school in 1955 
and the same number in 1956, and 47 teachers in the other schools 
in 1955 and 50 in 1956. 

There are no facilities for technical education or teacher-training. 
Five teachers were in attendance at the Erdiston Training College in 
Barbados in 1955 and six in 1956. During 1955 the Education 
Department began to organise at centres in St. George’s and the 
parishes courses for teachers preparing for the Cambridge School 
Certificate Examination, and in 1956 courses were organised in St. 
George’s and Grenville for teachers preparing for the local Teachers’ 
Certificate Examination. 

The Government awards biennially a scholarship tenable at a 
university in the British Commonwealth and an Agricultural Scholar- 
ship tenable at the Imperial College of Tropical Agriculture, 
Trinidad. Several scholarships are also available under various 
Colonial Development and Welfare schemes. 

Evening institutes, pre-vocational institutes and continuation 
classes provide inter alia courses in academic subjects, tailoring, 
dressmaking, needlework, cookery and carpentry. 

Total Government expenditure on education was $561,352 in 1955 
and $538,915 in 1956. It is estimated that the denominational bodies 
spent $30,389-90 in 1955 and $9,198-91 in 1956. 


HEALTH 
Vital statistics are given on p. 7. 


Staff and Institutions 


The staff of the Medical Department consisted of a senior medical 
officer, 10 district medical officers, a supernumerary medical officer, 
a physician superintendent, a surgeon specialist, a resident medical 
officer attached to the Colony hospital in St. George’s, one medical 
officer conducting a yaws and venereal diseases campaign, a dental 
surgeon and an ophthalmic surgeon. 

There are small hospitals in St. Andrew’s and Carriacou, in charge 
of district medical officers. In addition there is an isolation hospital, 
a mental hospital, a tuberculosis hospital, a leper settlement and an 
institution for the chronically ill. There are 23 district medical 
Visiting stations situated throughout the Colony and in charge of 
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resident nurse-midwives; the district medical officer visits them to 
attend patients on fixed days each week. There are health centres in 
St. George’s, St. John’s, and St. David’s. 


Sanitary staff consists of a chief sanitary inspector, a senior 
sanitary inspector and 10 district sanitary inspectors, all of whom 
possess the diploma of the Royal Sanitary Institution. There are 
also two cadets in training. 


General Health 
The general health of the Colony was satisfactory. 


Following hurricane “‘Janet”’ in 1955, the WHO supplied 10,000 
cc. of T.A.B. vaccine (under the financial provisions of a revolving 
fund) for mass inoculations against typhoid, and 80 per cent of the 
population were inoculated. 


A WHO-UNICEF programme for the eradication of malaria— 
an extension of the insect control programme which had been in 
operation since 1953—was begun in 1955 and is to last three years. 

A follow-up of the B.C.G. (anti-tuberculosis) vaccination cam- 
paign, with local funds, was carried out in 1955 and 1956. 

The UNICEF milk feeding programme continued during the 
years under review. The two-year scheme which expired in July, 
1956, was extended for a further two years with an increase in the 
amount of milk supplied and consequently the number of beneficiaries. 


A WHO-UNICEF assisted campaign for the eradication of yaws 
and reduction of social diseases was carried out in 1956. Over 92 
per cent of the population received penicillin injections. 


One medical officer was awarded a National Association for the 
Prevention of Tuberculosis scholarship in pulmonary tuberculosis 
and proceeded to the University of Cardiff in 1955. 


Total Government expenditure on medical and sanitary services 
was $693,373 in 1955 and $595,904 in 1956. | 


HOUSING 


The standard of housing in towns is mainly good, but an improve- 
ment of housing conditions among the labouring population is much 
needed. There is a Central Housing and Planning Authority, but 
progress has been slow. The houses of many peasants were destroyed 
by hurricane ‘‘Janet”’ in 1955 and have been replaced by “‘pre-cut”’ 
houses ordered from Surinam. At the end of 1956, 1,675 such houses 
had been erected. 


Chapter 8: Legislation 


DuRING the years 1955 and 1956, the usual annual volumes of the 
laws were published. A Commissioner for Law Revision, Sir Clement 
Malone, was engaged on the preparation of a consolidated Revised 
Edition. Thirty-three Ordinances and 49 Statutory Rules and Orders 
were passed in 1955, and 32 Ordinances and 52 Statutory Rules and 
Orders in 1956. Ordinances deserving special mention were as 
follows. 


1955 


No. 6 of 1955. Financial Secretary and the Accountant General 
(Creation) Ordinance. This Ordinance provides for the distribution 
of powers between a Financial Secretary and an Accountant General 
of the functions formerly exercised by the Colonial Treasurer. 

No. 7 of 1955. Law Revision Ordinance. This Ordinance is the 
General Law Revision Statute authorising the preparation of a 
Revised Edition of the Laws of Grenada to replace the 1934 Edition. 

No. 9 of 1955. Beach Protection Ordinance. This Ordinance is 
statutory authority for controlling the winning of sand from certain 
specified beaches with a view to the preservation of bathing beaches 
on the sea-coast. 

No. 14 of 1955. Adoption Ordinance. For the first time by this 
Ordinance statutory provision is made for the adoption of infants 
in the Colony. 

No. 15 of 1955. Co-operative Societies Ordinance. This Ordinance 
provides for the registration and the regulation of the operations of 
Co-operative Societies. 

No. 17 of 1955. The Newspapers Ordinance. This Ordinance calls 
for a bond by the proprietor, printer or publisher of a newspaper. 
It regulates the printing of newspapers, requires the exhibiting of 
the name, occupation and abode of the proprietor, printer or 
publisher prominently on such paper and calls for the deposit of 
signed copies with the Registrar. 

No. 19 of 1955. The Agriculture (Hurricane Rehabilitation) Ordi- 
nance. This Ordinance authorises the Governor to make advances to 
owners of agricultural properties damaged by the disastrous hurricane 
which struck Grenada on 22nd September, 1955. 

No. 31 of 1955. Public Service Commission Ordinance. This 
- Ordinance provides for the creation of a Public Service Commission 
to advise the Governor on questions relating to the Public Service. 

No. 32 of 1955. British Caribbean Shipping (Agreement) Ordinance 
was an Ordinance to ratify the Agreement of the Ist November, 1954, 
entered into by the Governments of certain Caribbean territories and 
the West Indian Navigation Company Limited, the operators of the 
S.S. West Indian. 
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No. 33 of 1955. Crown Proceedings Ordinance. This Ordinance 
which had not yet been proclaimed, amends the law relating to 
Civil Liabilities and Rights of the Crown and to civil proceedings 
by and against the Crown. The Ordinance follows the Crown 
Proceedings Act of the United Kingdom. 


1956 


No. 4 of 1956. Libel and Slander Ordinance revises the Law of 
Libel and Slander in preparation for law revision. 

No. 13 of 1956. Facilities for Title Ordinance. Based upon the 
Jamaica Law of the same name, the Ordinance facilitates proof of, 
and perfects title to, land, in cases of loans made to small farmers 
under the Agriculture (Hurricane Rehabilitation) Ordinance on 
security of such lands. 

No. 14 of 1956. Estate Duty of 1956. This is a revised Estate Duty 
Statute consolidating and amending the former law. 

No. 29 of 1956. Wild Animals and Birds (Sanctuary) and Protection 
of Birds and other Wild Life Ordinances. These Ordinances which are 
amendments and replacements of the former Ordinances are aimed 
at conservation called for by the possible depletion of Wild Life as a 
result of the 1955 hurricane. 

No. 32 of 1956. Income Tax Ordinance. The Income Tax Ordinance 
repeals and replaces, with amendments, the various Income Tax 
Statutes. 


Chapter 9: Justice, Police and Prisons 


JUSTICE 


THE system of law which is administered in the Colony may be 
divided into statute law, that is to say locally enacted legislation, 
and the common law of England. 

The courts in which the law is enforced are the Supreme Court and 
the Magistrates’ Court. 


The Supreme Court 


The jurisdiction of the Supreme Court falls under four heads: 
original, summary, appellate and criminal. 

Original Jurisdiction. In this sphere the Court has power to heat 
and determine all matters which are heard and determined in England 
by the High Court of Justice, namely, Queen’s Bench Division, 
Probate, Divorce and Admiralty Division and Chancery Division. 

Appeals from this Court lie to the West Indian Court of Appeal 
and thence to the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council. 

Summary Jurisdiction. This jurisdiction is exercised in all personal 
actions where the sum claimed does not exceed £50, in ejectment 
actions concerning properties of a rental value not exceeding £20 a 
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year, in certain proceedings where relief in the nature of an injunc- 
tion is sought, and in all other actions where the subject matter of 
the proceedings does not exceed £300 in value. 

Appellate Jurisdiction. This is confined to the hearing and deter- 
mination of appeals from the Magistrates’ Courts. 

Criminal Jurisdiction. In the exercise of its criminal jurisdiction the 
Court has cognisance of all treasons, felonies, misdemeanours and 
offences committed in the Colony or within three miles of any of 
the shores of the Colony; and of all treasons, felonies, misdemeanours 
and offences authorised to be tried and determined in this Court 
under and by any Imperial Statute now or hereafter to be passed for 
this purpose. Appeals lie from this Court to the Windward Islands 
and Leeward Islands Court of Appeal. 


Magistrates’ Court 


These Courts have a civil as well as a criminal jurisdiction. 

Civil Jurisdiction. Subject as otherwise provided under the Magis- 
trates Ordinance, 1936 (No. 21 of 1936)—as amended—all actions: 

(1) of contract or tort where the amount claimed or value of the 
thing claimed whether as a debt, balance of account, 
damages or otherwise, is not in the case of actions of 
contract more than £20, and in the case of actions of tort 
more than £10, 

(2) in all other matters in which jurisdiction is by any law 
expressly given to Magistrates or Justices of the Peace may 
be commenced in this Court, and all such actions shall be 
heard and determined in a summary manner according to 
the provisions of the Ordinance. 

Where in any action the debt or demand claimed consists of a 
balance not exceeding £20, after an admitted set-off of any debt or 
demand claimed or recoverable by the defendant from the plaintiff, 
the Court has jurisdiction to hear and determine such action. 

The Court has jurisdiction in the following cases, that is to say: 

(i) when the plaintiff or defendant resides in the district; or 

(ii) where the cause of action has arisen wholly or in part 
within the district; or 

(iii) where the chattel or thing which is the subject of the action 
is in the district. 

A Magistrate has no jurisdiction to try any action mentioned in 
paragraph (i) above when any question of title to land arises or in 
which the title to any corporeal or incorporeal hereditament is in 
question; but a Magistrate has jurisdiction to try any such action, 
and may proceed to judgment, if in his opinion the issue really in 
dispute between the parties does not involve such title; or with the 
consent of all parties to the action; or without such consent if in his 
opinion the value of the land in question is not more than £20. 

The consent of the parties must, where given, be entered in the 
record of the proceedings and signed by the parties or their respective 
solicitors or counsel. 
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Whenever an action involving a question of title to land or in 
which the title to any corporeal or incorporeal hereditament is in 
question is tried by a Magistrate, he is required to give his judgment 
in writing, and within seven days thereafter he must transmit the 
same duly signed by him to the Registrar of the Supreme Court for 
record in his office. 

Any appeal from this Court lies to the Supreme Court in its 
original or summary jurisdiction. 

Criminal Jurisdiction. The Court can hear and determine all 
complaints or information for summary offences. 


The Colony is divided into four Magisterial Districts, namely: 
(i) The Southern District comprising the parish of Saint George 
and the islets adjacent to the coast thereof. 

(ii) The Eastern District comprising the parish of Saint Andrew, 
the parish of Saint David and the islets adjacent to the coasts 
of the said parishes. 

(iii) The Western District comprising the parish of Saint Patrick, 
the parish of Saint Mark, the parish of Saint John, the islands 
of Islet Ronde, Isle de Caille, Les Tantes, Green Island and 
all other islets adjacent to the coasts of the said parishes. 

(iv) The Northern District comprising the island of Carriacou 

_ and Petite Martinique and the neighbouring islet lying to the 
north of the parallel of 12 degrees and 20 minutes of north 
latitude and included within the Colony. 

There are three Magistrates, one each for the Southern and 
Eastern Districts and one for the Western and Northern Districts. 


Court of Appeal 


The Chief Justice attends, as a member, the sittings of the West 
Indian Court of Appeal, wherever held. He is also President of the 
Court of Appeal for the Windward Islands and Leeward Islands. 


POLICE 
Organisation 

The establishment of the Grenada Police Force at the end of 1955 
was 3 officers and 208 other ranks. At the end of 1956 it was three 
officers and 210 other ranks. 

During 1955 and 1956 the Force was divided into two Police 
Divisions: the Eastern and the Western. The Eastern Division, which 
was under the supervision of a Sub-Inspector, comprised six Police 
Stations, of which Grenville, St. Andrew’s, was the headquarters; 
and the Western Division, which was under the supervision of an 
Inspector, comprised six, one of which was in the dependency of 
Carriacou, 45 miles by sea from St. George’s, the headquarters of the 
Western Division. Communication is maintained between Carriacou 
and the mainland by sea and air. 

The Crime Investigation, Criminal Records, Immigration, Traffic 
and Transport, and Security Branches were satisfactorily staffed and 
administered during these years. 
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The Grenada Volunteer Constabulary, which was established in 
1951, comprised three officers and 200 other ranks at the end of 
1955 and 1956. In 1955 the Annual Camp was held in February and 
this allowed thorough preparation for the visit of H.R.H. The 
Princess Margaret on 6th February, 1955. In 1956, the Camp was 
held in May and June. Arms drill and lectures were carried out 
weekly at every Police Station. A fair standard of efficiency was 
maintained. 


Government Band 

The Government Band, during the years 1955 and 1956, consisted 
of one Bandmaster, one Band Sergeant and 16 Bandsmen. The Band 
is under the control of the Chief of Police. In addition to its monthly 
performances throughout the parishes, it performs on most cere- 
monial occasions. Its services are also obtainable for private 
functions at a prescribed fee. 


Road Traffic 
A smaller number of motor vehicles was licensed in 1956 than in 
1955. The accident rate was also reduced. 


1955 1956 
Vehicles Licensed . ‘ : 1,526 1,454 
Road Accidents : : : 495 449 
Injuries ; , : ‘ 252 170 
Deaths Ensuin ' : : 5 3 


Fire Brigade 

The Fire Service of the Colony is provided by the Police Fire 
Brigade whose members are trained constables permanently seconded 
to the Fire Service. Its authorised strength was as follows: 


1955 1956 
1 Sergeant 1 Sergeant 
3 Corporals 4 Corporals 
3 Grade I Constables 3 Grade I Constables 
15 Constables | 16 Constables 
22 24 


The Fire Brigade is equipped with: 
One Bedford Water Tender (500 gallons). 
One Fordson appliance with rear mounted Sulzer Pump (700 
gallons per minute). 
One locally-constructed Hose Carrier with 3,600 ft. of rubber- 
Imed hose. 
Three Dennis Trailer Pumps (350/500 gallons per minute). 
8,885 ft. of hose and auxiliary gear. 
One Dennis 250-gallon water tank with pump. 
Two knapsack tanks. 
Two foam-making branches with compound. 
The last three items are at Grenville where there is a detachment 
for the protection of the town of Grenville and Pearls Air Port. 
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The Brigade was called out 31 times in 1955 and 35 in 1956. 
$10,589 worth of property was destroyed in 1955 and $71,494 in 
1956. No lives were lost through fire. 


Crimes and Offences 


The following table shows the number of crimes and offences 
committed in 1955 and 1956: 


1955 1956 
Total number of Crimes and Offences 
(Traffic Offences es known 
to the Police ‘ 2,891 4.058 
Persons Prosecuted . ; ; . 2,046 2,998 
Persons Convicted . : : ~. 1,750 2,496 
Persons Acquitted . ‘ : ‘ 296 502 
Convicted Persons 
Adult Males : ; : . 1,483 1,981 
Adult Females. , ; ; 226 374 
Juveniles 41 141 
Cases pending hearing “and ‘under 
investigation ; 862 567 
Total thefts of all kinds . ; : 882 752 


Of the number of thefts, there were 85 Praedial Larceny cases in 
1955 and 372 in 1956. 

The numbers and classification of crimes and offences committed 
during 1955 and 1956 are given in Appendix II]. 


PRISONS 


One prison is maintained in the Colony. The main building contains 
76 cells for men and there is an adjoining building with eight cells, 
including two association cells, for women. An infirmary of six beds 
is provided in the men’s section and one of three beds in the women’s 
section. There is no special provision for juveniles and unconvicted 
prisoners. 

The prison population showed a downward trend in 1956, the daily 
average being 77:98 as compared with 105-14 in 1954 and 86-1 in 
1955. 

The staff at the end of 1956 comprised the Superintendent of 
Prisons, one Chief Officer, 18 Prison Officers, two temporary officers, 
one matron, one assistant matron and two clerks. 

The main prison occupations are baking, carpentry, farming, fibre 
and mat-making, shoe making and tailoring. Gangs are employed 
on the Prison Farm, Government House grounds, Police Head- 
quarters and at the Colony Hospital, and also clean other Govern- 
ment buildings and grounds. 

Classification of prisoners is difficult owing to lack of space, but 
an attempt has been made to classify young prisoners. They are 
placed in charge of special officers and they work and sleep in certain 
sections of the premises apart from the other prisoners. They 
concentrate on vegetable gardening and in the rearing of livestock. 
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In addition to indoor games, the prisoners play volley ball and 
cricket. Film shows are given by the Education Department and 
books and periodicals are lent from the Public Library. 

In addition to the Discharged Prisoners Aid Committee, a Prison 
Visiting Committee was appointed in 1952. The functions of this 
committee are to assist the Superintendent in promoting the efficiency 
of the prisons and to enquire into any matter especially referred to 
it by the Governor. Its members also hear and investigate complaints 
by prisoners. 


Chapter 10: Public Utilities 


ELECTRICITY 


THE Government operates a diesel electric plant aggregating 1,125 
K.V.A. at 80 per cent power factor. A new switchboard has been 
installed and all transmission is 3-phase 2,300 volts, 50 cycles. 

Local distribution is four wire with grounded neutral, power 
connections being 415 volts 3-phase, 50 cycles. Domestic power 
under 1 kW. demand 1s supplied single phase 240 volts, 50 cycles; 
over 1 kW. demand this can be supplied 3-phase 240 volts on a star 
connected system for electric cookers, etc. This is restricted to 5 kW. 
All lighting is single-phase 240 volts. 


COLD STORAGE AND ICE PLANT 


Messrs. Hankey’s Limited operate as private enterprise the only bulk 
cold storage. There are several small-capacity cold storages operated 
by private individuals. 

The Government operates a 20-ton P.D. ice-making plant. All ice 
not needed for Government institutions is sold to a distributing 
contractor. 


WATER SUPPLY 


The water supply system, which provides pipe-borne water for every 
town and for almost every village of any appreciable size, was under 
the control of the Public Works Department. 


Six new dams and eight new pipe lines were completed in 1956. 


Chapter 11: Communications 


AIR 


COMMUNICATIONS by air with other islands is maintained by the 
regular flight of 24- and 32-passenger planes of British West Indian 
Airways Limited. The schedules vary from time to time, but regular 
flights are provided on five or six days every week. 


The airfield is in the north-eastern corner of the island, and has a 
runway of 5,380 feet with a width of 150 feet. The surface is 
bitumen-treated and the foundation is bouldered and constructed 
to stand landing weights of up to 300 lb. per square inch. 


Amenities at Pearls Airport were brought into line with those of 
other airports in the area by the installation of a public address 
system. British West Indian Airways continued to serve the island 
and the St. Vincent Government Airways operated a shuttle service 
between Grenada and the other islands of the group. 


SHIPPING 


The needs of the Colony for cargo services were adequately met by 
the Harrison Line Steamers and vessels chartered by the Antilles 
Products Limited, from United Kingdom ports, and by ships of the 
Canadian National Steamship Company, the Royal Netherlands 
Lines, Three Bays Lines, and the Alcoa Lines from Canadian and 
United States ports. Several small motor vessles take care of the 
cargo service between the islands and also cater for inter-island 
travel. Auxiliary schooners fill a useful réle in the transportation of 
traders and their wares between the islands. Passenger ships to 
Europe are, however, uncertain. 


ROADS 


Grenada has a good network of motorable roads. There were 
approximately 479 miles of good road, divided into four classes 
according to standard of construction. About 256 miles of roadway 
had an oiled surface with widths varying from 12 to 18 fect on first- 
and second-class roads, and from 10 to 14 feet on third- and fourth- 
class roads. A first-class road runs entirely round the island and two 
first-class roads run across it. Transport is provided by motor vehicles 
up to a limit of five tons when loaded. Within recent years a pro- 
gramme of widening surfaces and opening up and improving corners 
has been carried out. 
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The number of vehicles registered at the end of 1956 was: 


Private cars . : ; ; . 930 
Hired cars . : : : . 184 
Jeeps . : ; , : 34 
Buses . ? ; ; ; . 124 
Trucks F ; : : we a2 
Hearses : P ; ; : 6 
Station Waggons . : : ; 8 
Ambulances . ‘ ‘ , : 9 
Vans . , . : ‘ ; 31 
Pick ups : ; : ‘ . 29 
Jitneys ‘ ' ; , ‘ 31 
Tractors : ‘ j : ; 32 
Fire Engines : ; : , 4 
Motor cycles . . ; . 205 

TOTAL. . 1,899 


A number of bridges were destroyed after hurricane “‘Janet’’ and 
had to be rebuilt. 


POSTS AND TELECOMMUNICATIONS 


Besides the General Post Office in St. George’s, there were six district 
post offices where all postal facilities were provided. In addition, 
there were 22 postal stations serving rural areas, where stamps could 
be bought and letters posted and received. 

The Government-owned telephone service covers the whole island 
through six exchanges. The monthly rental of a telephone was $2°88 
and of a switch extension $1-44. Installations in business premises 
of a rental value of over $1°44 per annum cost $4:80 per month and 
$2:40 for an extension of an existing installation. There were some 
1,020 subscribers. 

Cable and Wireless (West Indies) Ltd. maintains cable services 
with the outside world. A Government-owned wireless telephone 
service maintains contact with Carriacou. 


Chapter 12: Press, Broadcasting and Films 


PRESS 
THE following newspapers were published in the Colony: 
The West Indian—daily except Monday and Friday. 
The Torchlight—thrice weekly. 
The Government Gazette—once weekly. 
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BROADCASTING 


The Windward Islands Broadcasting Service was opened by Her 
Royal Highness Princess Margaret in February, 1955, and covers 
the four islands of the Windward Group, Dominica, St. Lucia, St. 
Vincent and Grenada. 

Approximately 80 programmes a month are broadcast which are 
specifically West Indian in character, many of which are locally 
produced, including talks, news, plays, music and discussion 
programmes. There are programme assistants in each island. 


FILMS 


There were three commercial cinemas and one commercial mobile 
film unit. The Education Department also gives film shows (news 
and documentaries) throughout the Colony. 


PART III 


Chapter 1: Geography and Climate 


THE Colony of Grenada includes the island of Carriacou about 20 
miles to the north and all the islets (known as the Grenadines) lying 
between. Grenada is the most southerly of the group known as the 
Windward Islands—the others being St. Vincent, St. Lucia and 
Dominica. It lies 90 miles north of Trinidad and 68 miles south-west 
of St. Vincent, and is situated between 12° 15’ and 11° 59’ north 
latitude and 61° 35’ and 61° 48’ west longitude. It is 21 miles long 
and 12 miles at its greatest breadth, and is estimated to cover an 
area of 120 square miles. Carriacou is about 13 square miles. 


Grenada is in structure a moderately eroded volcanic pile. In 
general it consists of a somewhat disordered topography of moun- 
tains and fairly deep steep-sided valleys. The island is an irregular 
oblong in shape, lying due north and south, broader at its southern 
than its northern end. A backbone of mountains traverses the whole 
length, closer to the western than the eastern coastline. The highest 
points are Mt. St. Catherine (2,749 feet), Mount Sinai (2,300 feet) 
and the mountain overlooking the Grand Etang (2,104 feet). From 
the north-east end and along the east and south-east, the mountains 
slope gradually towards the sea, but on the whole of the west coast 
the mountains run down to the sea. The south coast is deeply 
indented by numerous natural harbours. 


In consequence of its formation, the island is singularly beautiful, 
whether viewed from the sea, from one of its forest-clad heights, or 
from the air. It is abundantly watered, being intersected in every 
direction, except the extreme south, by streams, though none of 
these is sufficiently large or constant to provide hydro-electric 
power. However, they enable pipe-borne potable water to be 
supplied to all towns and villages. There are also several mineral 
and other springs. The Grand Etang Lake near the summit of a 
mountain, 1,740 feet above sea level, and seven miles from the town 
of St. George’s, is one of the most remarkable features of the island. 
The lake occupies the place of a former volcanic crater. Lakes 
Antoine and Levera at the northern end of the island were formerly 
ash craters. 

St. George’s, the capital, is situated on a sheltered bay and land- 
locked harbour in the south-western part of the island. Its harbour 
is a haven for small yachts voyaging through the chain of islands. 

The climate is good and during the months of December to the 
end of April, when the trade winds prevail, it is delightful. From 
July to October, there is greater humidity with higher temperatures 
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and little variation between night and day. The climate may be 
regarded as hot during this period, but it is not unhealthy at any 
time of the year. 

There are two seasons: the dry, which extends from the end of 
January to May, and the wet, which occupies the rest of the year, 
but these are irregular and frequently overlap. The temperature in 
December and January is most pleasant, at nights falling as low as 
65° F. even in the lower lands, while in the mountains it is relatively 
cold, dropping as low as 60° F. in some parts. In the wet season it is 
hot and oppressive, and 83° F. in the hills and 90° F. on the low lands 
may be accepted as normal highest shade temperatures. 

The rainfall varies very considerably according to locality, the 
average in the coastal districts being about 60 inches, and in the 
mountainous interior 150 to 200 inches. In the extreme south-western 
corner the average is about 30 inches, while at the meteorological 
station just outside St. George’s (507 feet above sea-level) the 
average is about 70 inches. The average at Carriacou is about 50 
inches. 

The island is normally free from hurricanes and storms. 


Chapter 2: History 


GRENADA was discovered by Christopher Columbus on 15th August, 
1498, and named by him “Conception”. It was at that time 
inhabited by Caribs, who were left in undisturbed possession for just 
over 100 years. The first attempt to colonise the island was made by 
a company of London merchants, who equipped three ships and 
despatched them with that object. They arrived on Ist April, 1609, 
but were so persistently harried by the Caribs that they abandoned 
the settlement, and what was left of them arrived back in London on 
15th December that same year. About the year 1626 both English 
and French appear to have set covetous eyes on the unappropriated 
island, and it was included among the theoretical possessions of the 
French Company of the Islands of America founded in that year 
by Cardinal Richelieu. In the following year it was included in the 
general grant of the “Caribbees’”” made by King Charles I to the 
Earl of Carlisle. Neither nation, however, took further steps until 
1638, when a Frenchman named Poincy attempted to land but was 
driven off by the Caribs. In 1650 MM Houel and DuParquet, share- 
holders of the French company referred to above, purchased the 
island, together with Martinique and St. Lucia, from the company 
for a sum equivalent to £1,660. DuParquet landed in Grenada with 
200 adventurers in June of that year. The Caribs offered no resistance 
to the settlement and it is recorded that the island was ceded by them 
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to the French nation in lawful purchase for some knives and hatchets 
and a large quantity of glass beads, besides two bottles of brandy 
for the chief himself. 

In 1651 DuParquet left the island in the care of a relation of his 
named LeCompte, but the Caribs became hostile and DuParquet 
sent 300 men to reinforce the settlers and with instructions to wipe 
out the aborigines. In 1657 DuParquet sold the island to the Compte 
de Cerillac for about £1,890, and in 1664 the King of France trans- 
ferred the island to the French West India Company, the Compte 
de Cerillac being paid the sum of 10,000 crowns for his rights in the 
following year. Upon the dissolution of the French West India 
Company by royal edict in 1674, the island passed under the 
dominion of the French crown. 

Following surrender to a British squadron under Admiral Rodney 
in 1762, the island passed under British dominion, and in the 
following year it was ceded to Great Britain under the Treaty of 
Paris. It was then formed into a single Government with the islands 
of Dominica, St. Vincent and Tobago and the first Governor arrived 
in 1764. The island became a separate Colony with Tobago in 1776. 

In 1779 Grenada once more passed into the hands of the French, 
following the defeat of the forces under General Sir George (after- 
wards Lord) Macartney by the Compte D’Estaing. In 1784 Grenada 
and the Grenadines were finally restored to Great Britain by the 
Treaty of Versailles. 

In 1795 an insurrection against British rule, led by a French 
colonist named Julien Fedon, massacred British subjects including 
the Lieutenant-Governor. The insurrection was subdued the following 
year. 

In 1833 Grenada was included in the general Government of the 
Windward Islands, comprising Barbados, Grenada, St. Vincent and 
Tobago and their dependencies, and placed under the administration 
of a Lieutenant-Governor. In 1875 the constitution was reformed by 
the passing of an Act creating a single Legislative Chamber of nine 
nominated and eight elected members in lieu of the House of 
Assembly and Council; but at its first meeting in February, 1876, 
the Legislative Assembly passed an address to the Queen seeking the 
vesting of the Government in Her Majesty. On 3rd December, 1877, 
the Colony was proclaimed a Crown Colony by virtue of an 
Imperial Order in Council which empowered Her Majesty to comply 
with the wishes of the Legislative Assembly. Thus came into being 
a Legislative Council composed of equal numbers of official and 
nominated members. On Ist April, 1925, it was superseded by a 
Legislative Council comprising three nominated and five elected 
unofficials and seven officials, in addition to the Governor as 
President. 

By an Imperial Order in Council dated 27th October, 1936, the 
constitution was again varied by the reduction of the number of 
official members to three and by the increase of unofficial representa- 
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tion to four nominated and seven elected members, the Governor 
when presiding to have a casting vote only. The first general election 
under this constitution was held on 18th March, 1937. 

On Ist June, 1945, the office of Administrator was constituted by 
an amendment to the Grenada (Legislative Council) Order in 
Council, in substitution for the office of Colonial Secretary. 

The constitution was further varied in 1951 by an Imperial Order 
in Council dated Ist August, 1951. A description of the constitution 
Is given in the succeeding chapter. The constitutional change was 
accompanied by the introduction of adult suffrage which was 
provided for under the Legislative Council (Elections) Ordinance 
1951 (No. 10 of 1951). 


Chapter 3: Administration 


THE Government of the Colony is provided for under Letters Patent 
and Royal Instructions. The Letters Patent, after constituting and 
prescribing the office of Governor of the Windward Islands, provide 
for the appointment of an Administrator for each of the Windward 
Islands, namely, Grenada, St. Vincent, St. Lucia and Dominica. 
Provision is also made for an Executive Council for each of the four 
Colonies, and for the appointment of three unofficial members of 
the Executive Council as Ministers. 

The Executive Council of Grenada is presided over by the 
Governor, if he is present, and during the years under review 
consisted of the Administrator, the Attorney General and the 


| Financial Secretary as ex-officio members; one official member, 


being a person holding public office in the Colony; one nominated 
member, being a nominated member of the Legislative Council; and 
four members elected by the Legislative Council from among its 
elected members. In the absence of the Governor the Administrator 
presides. 

Under the Royal Instructions which were operative during 1955 


, and 1956, the Governor or the Administrator, as the case might be, 


was normally required to consult with the Executive Council in the 
exercise of his authority, but he might act in opposition to the advice 
tendered to him by the members of the Council, in which case he 
was required to report the matter to the Secretary of State by the 
first convenient opportunity, with the reasons for his action or the 
action of the Administrator as the case might be. 

The Legislative Council, established by the Grenada (Legislative 
Council) Order in Council of 1951, is the legislative body of the 
Colony and consists of the Administrator, as President, two ex- 


‘| officio members, three nominated members and eight elected 
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members. The Council elects one of its members to be Deputy 
President. The presiding member has no original vote but if upon 
any question the voting is equally divided he has a casting vote. 

The Legislative Council is empowered to make laws, styled 
Ordinances, which take effect when assented to by the Governor on 
behalf of Her Majesty the Queen. Under Royal Instructions, a 
reservation is made providing that the Governor shall not, without 
the prior approval of the Secretary of State, assent to certain bills, 
including bills dealing with questions of divorce, currency, banking 
tariff preferences, international treaty obligations, discipline and 
control of Her Majesty’s Forces, and bills imposing disabilities or 
restrictions or granting advantages or privileges to persons of any 
racial or religious community. Any law to which the Governor shall 
have given his assent may be disallowed by Her Majesty The Queen. 

There was a Legislative Council Standing Committee on Finance, 
consisting of the Administrator and Financial Secretary as ex officio 
members and all the unofficial members of the Council as unofficial 
members. The Administrator was ex officio chairman of the Standing 
Committee, but only the unofficial members might exercise votes. 
All votes entailing expenditure from public funds for which the 
sanction of the Legislative Council is necessary were considered by 
the Standing Committee of Finance before they were submitted to the 
Council for its acceptance. No item of expenditure that had not 
been previously approved by the Committee might be submitted 
for the consideration of the Council unless a motion to that effect 
had been made. 


ADMINISTRATIVE ORGANISATIONS 


The business of Government was conducted by the following 
Departments: Administration, Agricultural, Audit, Education, 
Electricity and Telephones, Labour, Legal, Medical, Police, Post 
Office, Prisons, Public Works (including Road and Water authorities), 
Treasury (including Customs and Income Tax). Some of these 
departments are responsible to one of the following Ministries: 
Trade and Production, Social Services and Communications and 
Works. 


LOCAL GOVERNMENT 


By reason of the changes in the constitution of the Colony, Local 
Government or District Boards are now under the control of the 
Ministry of Social Services. 

The District Boards are constituted under the District Boards 
Ordinance passed in 1933. By section 3 of this Ordinance, the six 
parishes of Grenada were declared to be Districts and placed for the 
purpose of Local Government under bodies corporate known as 
District Boards. 

Included in the Colony of Grenada is the District of Carriacou 
which includes Petite Martinique. By the Carriacou District Ordinance 
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passed in 1904, an Authority was constituted to have jurisdiction 
over this district. 
The constitution of each of the Boards differs as follows: 


ee Elected 


St. George ' , 7 
St. David ; : . 10 5 
St. Andrew. ‘ . ‘14 7 
St. Patrick . ; « 42 6 
St. Mark . : ' 8 4 
St. John . ; ; . 10 5 


The main sphere of influence of the District Boards extends within 
_ the town boundaries: their functions beyond are very limited. All 
except that of St. George are subsidised by the Central Government. 

Local government reform has been under review for several years. 
A draft of a new Local Government Ordinance is now awaiting 
detailed study by the Legislature. 


Chapter 4: Weights and Measures 


IMPERIAL standard weights and measures are established by statute, 
the standards being in the keeping of the Governor and the Colonial 
Treasurer jointly. Annual inspections are carried out by the police. 
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LIABILITIES > Cc. $ oC 
Deposits, Special Funds 
Cocoa Cess ‘ 146,085 - 30 
Colonial Development and Welfare Fund ; 18,014-82 
Fire Insurance Fund . . : 30,829 -92 
District Boards—St. George’ s ; 17,714-53 
Hillsborough Town Fund . 416-95 
Official Receiver in Bankruptcy . : : 1,532-26 
Police Reward and Fines Fund . : 484-72 
Renewals Fund, Electricity Department ‘ 40,851 -31 
Supreme Court Fund . ‘ ‘ 37,530-76 
Sundry Water Works Reserve Fund. : 14,824-08 
St. George’s Water Works Reserve Fund . 1,815-93 
Savings Bank . : . | 1,131 413- 44 
Stock Transfer Stamp Duty Fund : : 3, 994-92 
——_—_—_—_———_| 1,445,508 -94 
Deposits, Other than Special Funds 
Competent Authority Trading . , : 33,654-74 
Cotton Ginnery Trading, een ; : 53,151-12 
Other Deposits . : : ; 143,146-64 
Hurricane Relief Fund ; 3 160,614: 38 
U.S. Labourers’ Remittances—Dominica , 2,601 -24 
St. Lucia ; 6,155-22 
St. Vincent . 4,624-24 
—_———__———| 403,947-58 
Hurricane Rehabilitation Expenditure—Grant . 499,777:90 
Unexpended Loan Balances 
Grenada Development Plan Loan 1950. ; 542,428: 37 
Surplus 
Colony’s Reserve Fund ‘ . 240,001 32 
General Revenue Balance at 1/ 1/56 : . | 1,634,236-33 
Deduct Deficit at 31st December, 1956 F 146,418-11 
(Expenditure $5,009,050- 48: 1,487,818 -22 
Less Revenue $4,862,632 -37) 
Deduct Depreciation of Investments. : 10,772: 37 
—____—_————| 1,477,045-85 
| 4,608,709: 96 


ne 


Footnote 1: Public Debt and Sinking Funds. 
At 31.12.56 the Public Debt (not recorded among the above 


liabilities) amounted to... : $5,428,440-98 
At the same date Sinking Funds in respect ‘of this nae 
accumulated to a total of . 989,173-58 


FOOTNOTE 2: Colonial Development and Welfare. 
$177,707: 67 due at 31.12.56 from H.M.G. in respect of unreimbursed Colony 
expenditure on C.D. & W. Schemes, is not included among the above assets. 
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Liabilities at 31st December, 1956 


ASSETS $ c. $ c: 
Cash 
In Treasury, St. George’s . : 53,224-75 
At Bank in St. {Barclays Bank DCO. . 155,696: 21 
George’s Royal Bank of oe ; 290,131-17 
In Sub-Accountants’ hands . : : 17,707-16 
With Crown Agents . 4,680: 14 
With Crown Agents Joint Consolidated Fund 1,555,200: 00 
With Official Receiver in Bankruptcy . : 1,532°26 
With Registrar, Supreme Court . : ‘ 30,833 -08 
————_—_—_—-| 2,109,004: 77 
Drafts and Remittances . ; : : ; 16,580-07 
Investments 
Colony’s Reserve Fund : : : : 170,447 -47 
Fire Insurance Fund . ; ; : : 30,829 -92 
Police Reward and Fines Fund . . ‘ 484-72 
Renewals Fund, Electricity Department 2 26,918-85 
Savings Bank : 999,624-96 
St. George’s Water Works Reserve Fund : 1,815-93 
Sundry Water Works Reserve Fund . : 14,824-08 
Stock Transfer Stamp ies Fund ’ : 3,973 -01 
Supreme Court Fund . , : 6,697-68 | 1,255,616: 62 
Advances in anticipation of new loan 
New Telephone System : ; . ‘ 369,980: 61 
Advances 
Grenada Land Settlement . , ' ; 12,179-25 


Government of Dominica 
Outward. $23,403-88 
Inward . 1,302-74 


24,706: 62 
Government of St. Lucia 
Outward . 32,884-07 
Less Inward . 12,101-33 
ee 20,782 -74 
Government of St. Vincent 
Outward . 28,456-97 
Less Inward . 3,911-°16 
—__—___- 24,545°81 
Post Office e Oe ip geese jee 2 220,340-00 
Prisons Manufacturing ‘ ; ' ; 2,447- 68 
Other Advances : , : : : 363,800-22 
‘|__| 668,802-32 
Hurricane Rehabilitation Expenditure—Loan. 188,725 -57 
4,608,709 - 96 


FOOTNOTE 3: Outstanding Loans. 
At 31.12.56 unrepaid loans (which are not recorded among the above assets) 
amounted to $253,683-70 made up as follows:— 
From Colony Funds .  $ 80,543-20 
From Loan Funds . ‘ 173,140-50 


$253,683 - 70 
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APPENDIX III 


Table showing the Number and Classification of Crimes and Offences 
committed during 1956 and 1955 as compared with 1954 






Number of 
Number Crimes and Percentage 
of Crimes Offences in Number Nigaber rs) 
and which persons of Persons f Persons Column I 
Offences |wereapprehended| proceeded a. cted to 
known to or otherwise against Cony icte Column 2 
the Police proceeded 
against 
Crass I 1956 
Crimes against 
the person. 1,125 817 920 844 73 
Cxass II 
Crimes against 
property with 
violence ; 166 37 41 32 22 
Cxass III 
Crimes against 
property with- 
out violence . 1,272 645 753 513 51 
Crass IV 
Other crimes and 
offences : 1,495 1,230 1,284 1,107 80 
TOTAL. 4,058 2,729 2,998 2,496 67 
Crass I 1955 
Crime against 
the person. 584 400 438 367 68-4 
_ Crass II 
eS against 
property with 
violence : 135 16 17 15 12 
_ Crass Il 
Crimes against 
property with- 
out violence . 1,054 485 541 411 46 
Crass IV 
Other crimes and 
Offences : 1,118 860 1,050 957 77 
TOTAL, 2,891 1,761 2,046 1,750 61 
_ Crass I 1954 
Crimes against 
the person. 567 320 340 311 56 
_ Crass JI 
Crimes against 
property with 
violence ; 134 12 12 10 9 
_ Crass IIT 
Crimes apainst 
property with- 
out violence . 1,173 454 503 464 40 
Crass IV 
Other crimes and 
offences ‘ 1,552 1,004 1,152 1,102 66 
TOTAL. 3,426 1,790 2,007 1,887 53 


(73178) Wt.2506/7636 K10 8/58 Hw. 





COLONIAL OFFICE 


A SELECTION 
OF PUBLICATIONS 


THE COLONIAL TERRITORIES, 1957-1958 


The Annual Report of the Secretary of State for 
the Colonies to Parliament on Britain’s crpencent 
territories. 


(Cmnd. 451) 9s. (post 1d) 


COLONIAL DEVELOPMENT 
CORPORATION 


The Report and Accounts for 1957 of the central body 
responsible for administering financial aid for 
commercial projects in the Colonial territories. 

(H.C. 164) 4s. (post 4d.) 


COLONIAL RESEARCH, 1956-1957 


Reports of the 

Colonial Research Council. 

Colonial Products Council. 

Colonial Social Science Research Council. 

Colonial Medical Research Committee. | 

Committee for Colonial Agricultural, Animal Health, 
and Forestry Research. 

Colonial Insecticides Committee. 

Colonial Economic Research Committee. 

Tsetse Fly and Trypanosomiasis Research Committee. 

Colonial Fisheries Advisory Committee. 

Director Anti-Locust Research Centre. 

Research Matters not covered by the above Reports 
of the Specialist Advisory Bodies. 

(Cmnd. 321) lls. (post 9d.) 


Obtainable from 
HER MAJESTY’S STATIONERY OFFICE 


at the addresses on cover page iii 
or through any bookseller 
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Digitized by Google 


Other Publications in the Series 


ANNUAL REPORTS 


BASUTOLAND GIBRALTAR N. RHODESIA 
BECHUANALAND HONG KONG NYASALAND 

PROTECTORATE JAMAICA SARAWAK 
BR. GUIANA KENYA SIERRA LEONE 
BR. HONDURAS MAURITIUS SINGAPORE 
BRUNEI NIGERIA SWAZILAND 
CYPRUS N. BORNEO TRINIDAD 
FIJI UGANDA 


BIENNIAL REPORTS 


ADEN FALKLAND IS. ST. HELENA 
ANTIGUA GAMBIA ST. LUCIA 
BAHAMAS GILBERT AND ST. VINCENT 
BARBADOS ELLICE IS. SEYCHELLES 
BERMUDA GRENADA SOMALILAND 
BR. SOLOMON IS. MONTSERRAT TONGA 

BR. VIRGIN IS. NEW HEBRIDES TURKS AND 
CAYMAN IS. ST. KITTS-NEVIS CAICOS IS. 
DOMINICA -ANGUILLA ZANZIBAR 


A standing order for selected Reports or for the 
complete series will be accepted by any one of the 
Bookshops of H.M. Stationery Office at these 
addresses: 

York House, Kingsway, London W.C.2 
423 Oxford Street, London W.1 
13a Castle Street, Edinburgh 2 
39 King Street, Manchester 2 
2 Edmund Street, Birmingham 3 — 
109 St. Mary Street, Cardiff 
Tower Lane, Bristol 1 
80 Chichester Street, Belfast 


A deposit of £9 (mine pounds) should accompany 
standing orders for the complete series. 


Orders may also be placed through any bookseller 
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